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PREFACE. 

This book is published by the Tourist Club of the City 
and Province of Bergen. 

By centributions from the Association for the Promotion 
of Travelling in Norway', and other pi^rties interested in the 
enterprise, it has been rendered possible to make the book 
so comprehensive and to illustrate it so copiously that, it is 
hoped, it will not only answer the puipose of a reliable 
guide to Bergen and environs but also possess the value of 
a fragmentary history of the culture and progress of Bergen. 

The book appears under the editorship of Mr. 0. W. 
Fasting. 

In addition to this a number of prominent citizens, 
each within his own province, have readily placed their 
pens and knowledge at the disposal of the Tourist Club 
and, in like manner, Mr. Ingstad, chief of the city engineering 
department, has kindly aided in preparing the maps of Bergen 
and environs that accompany the book. 

For the aid which, in various ways, has been given 
to the Tourist Club, on this occasion, the management 
hereby beg to express their profound thanks. 

Bergen, in June 1907. 

In the Manatfement of the Tourist Club of the City and 

Province of Bergen. 

W« Platou. C. Gundersen jr. Adolph Halvorsen. 
«l. Kpoepelien jr. Erik Rusten. 



As thou liest there 

Behind thy Hhelt'riiig rocks 

With glooniy mountains round, and ocean at thy feet, 

Perchance thou ponderest 

On a saga that shall pass 

Yet once again with wonders from the land. 



INTRODUCTION. 

BY O. W. FASTING. 

The toAvn has risen from the sea like a shining 
pearl. It gazes out to sea, from the moun- 
tain-sides, from the headland, and far in from the 
sheltered bays where the white storehouses stand 
and beckon to the homeward-bound vessels that 
hoot with delight at gliding once more into the safe, 
familiar waters, while the echo sends back a seven- 
fold welcome from the seven hills of the town. The 
sea has laid the foundation of the town's past, the 
sea has created its present, and out in the ocean 
depths its future also lies hidden. 

Bergen is at its best in the spring. The air 
is then generally sparklingly clear, the heavens are 
high, the sea is blue, and the wind fresh. One 
seems to see to distant lands, and a longing fills 
one's soul. The rattle of the anchor-chains has an 
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enticing sound. The smoke from the funnels of 
the steamers beckons across the surface of the 
water. Even the concertinas have a different 
sound, an undertone of longing and strange hopes. 
There is no peace for the wounded mind at home. 
Away! Away! And youth sets out upon the 
great waters of life to conquer and bring home as 
a gift to the town spoils that together will one 
day create for Bergen a bright future. 

But Bergen is beautiful in the summer too, 
when veils of mist lie like strips of wool along the 
slopes of the mountains, when the air is heavy, 
soft and loaded with moisture, when the corn-crake 
utters its '^erek-crek", and the mowing-machines 
clank, when there is singing and whispering, flute- 
playing and gramophones, and the girls dance upon 
the bridges with flying skirts, making the planks 
tremble. 

Then comes the autumn, and the whole valley 
glows and burns with fiery colours, and the moun- 
tain-tops shine like torches in the glow of the 
evening sun. Sit down on the mountain slope and 
listen ! You will hear the valley ring with rich 
colour-harmonies, and vour sorrow will be sootheil 
into deep melancholy. Then the lamps #\re lightevl 
below in the streets; the whole town lights up, 
sparkling and twinkling and glittering : and in the 



fiery writing you read Bjornson's wonderful pro- 
phecy about Bergen: 

"Hail, Norwegian town! 
Bergen, never new. 
Quaint and everlasting like thy Holberg's humour." 

But in the winter there is often rain and wind, 
great storms and pitchy darkness. The ships come 
in groaning from their fierce struggle with the 
stormy sea, their crews in sea-boots and oilskins. 
The rain splashes in the streets and pours from 
the roof-gutters, until one morning you awake and 
find the whole valley changed. There it lies bright 
and clear in a shining garb of snow, and there is 
the sound of sledge bells in the streets and gay 
voices beneath your windows. Get out your "ski", 
and be off to the mountain plateau: the opportunity 
must not be lost, for soon, all too soon, the roofs 
will begin to drip once more, and you will once 
more wake to a dark, rainy valley, so gloomy and 
sad that you will go about thinking of spring and 
its first harbingers, the pretty, wise starlings with 
their twinkling eyes. 

And yet, whether in the brilliance of the spring 
sunshine, or behind the steaming cloud, whether 
amidst the blazing colours of autumn, or in the 
darkness of the winter storms. 



"Hail, thou breast of Norway! 

Beneath the wintry pinions of the wind, 

Thou art hardened for thy giant combat. 

But beneath the mantle of the storm 

Burns the steady flame of mildness, 

A heart that with the joy of Nature beats." 



A SHORT SKETCH OF THE HISTORY OF 

BERGEN. 

(1070—1905). 

BY SCHOOL PRINCIPAL B. E. BENDIXEN. 

Bj0rgvin was the name of an ancient house, upon 
the site of which the town was built. The name 
means "the mountain farm". Farther inland and 
higher up lay the farm of Aalrekstadir, now Aar- 
stad, whence came the old shire-kings in Hordaland, 
and later the founder of the kingdom, HaraldHaar- 
fager, and his nearest descendants among the Nor- 
wegian kings. 

King Olaf Kyrre founded the town of Bjorg- 
vin about 1070, after the pattern of the English 
ports, with quays along the east side of the bay, 
and within a main street, "straetet", parallel with 
the shore, with narrow transverse streets, "veiter", 
and broad "almenninger". On the outskirts in the 
north, on Holmen, the present Bergenhus, which 
was surrounded by a bog, Veisan, stood the royal 
residence — which, however, was not built until 
40 years later by Eystein Magnusson — and the 
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cathedral, which was founded by Olaf Kyrre, but 
not finished until about 1163. 

Outside the town lay the monasteries, Munke- 
liv, the Benedictine monastery, in an elevated po- 
sition on Nordnaes peninsula, the Cistercian convent 
by Aalrekstadvaag (Great Lungegaard Water), 
Jon's monastery, south of Munkeliv, for Augustine 
friars, and the last two built, belonging to mendi- 
cant orders, the one Dominican, on the north-east 
of Holmen, the other Franciscan (Minorite), on the 
present Latin school site. Large portions of the 
church of the last-named monastery are still to be 
found in the present cathedral; and of the convent 
there are left the sacristy and the vestibule, the 
former in Early English style, the latter in Norman. 

Gradually churches were built along the street, 
which subsequently, when the quays were brought 
to the same height, and thus formed a street, was 
called the upper long street — now 0vre Gaden 
— to distinguish it from the quays; and there 
soon stood close to one another, above and below 
the street, 10 churches and chapels; and as there 
was very little room in the thickly populated part 
of the town, 3 or 4 more were built in the south- 
ern outskirts of the town, no more than a century 
after Olaf Kyrre. Some of the churches were of 
timber, some of stone. Highest of them all rose 



St. Nikolai's tall tower, in which the fire look-out 
was kept. 

It is probable that between 1350 and 1420, 
25 churches and chapels have stood at the same 
time; and taken altogether, there have existed 
about 30 churches, but not all at one time. Two 
or three of these were really alms-houses with 
chapels. 

We know that the guilds, those peculiar legal 
associations with a religious character, had their 
representatives in the town, perhaps as early as 
Olaf Kyrre's time, but there were only 3 that had 
the royal sanction, the largest of these being the 
Guild of Mary, whose hall was also used as the 
town-hall. 

The largest of the churches was the cathedral, 
or the large Christ Church, the most splendid 
being the Gothic Apostle Church on Bergenhus, 
the third of that name, and erected on account of 
the gift sent by Philip Til of France to Magnus 
Lagaboter (the Law-Mender) in 1274, namely, a 
piece of the crown of thorns. 

Of all these churches, there remain, in addition 
to the ruins of the monastery and convent mentioned 
above, St. Mary's Church — partly Normau, partly 
Gothic — and the Church of the Holy Cross, 
which, however, has been much altered. 
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Holmen was very crowded. A little later than 
1300, the royal castle stood there, surrounded by 
strong walls that had been built about 1250 by 
Haakon Haakonson, who had also erected towers 
over the gates, and 2 stone halls, all Gothic in 
style. Of this there still stand one tower gate 
and the so-called Haakon's Hall, and, built into 
the great Rosenkranz Tower, the other hall. There 
were also several buildings within the walls. To 
the south rose the Apostle Church, with the resi- 
dence of the dean and the priests, and the church 
school; to the east lay the bishop's residence, the 
school, chapel, prison, the canons' houses and 
others; to the north the great Christ Church, the 
cathedral, the small Christ Church, a timber church, 
with parsonage; and on the north-east the Do- 
minican monastery. 

On the high ground to the east, with its steep 
slopes, Sverre Sigurdsson had built his castle, 
which gave the name of Sverresborg to the hill. 
The castle was destroyed in 1207, then rebuilt, 
and once more pulled down about 1470. Subse- 
quently, about 1660, a small fortress was built, 
which is still standing. 

The private houses were principally of wood, 
some with stone foundations, generally tarred, 
never painted, and roofed with turf, either entirely 
without, or with only tiny windows, and a louvre 
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in the roof. Many were of two storeys, and gene- 
rally had an outside passage towards the street 
and on the long sides of the house. Among these 
houses rose the numerous church towers; and 
foreign writers mention with great admiration 
the beautiful appearance these gave to the town. 
The old architectural style may still, in its prin- 
cipal features, be seen, having held its own through 
the Hanse times down to our own day on the 
Tyskebryggen. Many great men had houses here, 
and it is a significant fact that these houses are 
still sometimes called after great men from the 
latter half of the 13th centuiy. 

At the head of the town council were the 
"gjaldker", the taxgatherer, and the councillors. 
The citizens entitled to vote, those who 
either owned a house or rented one for half 
a year, had their assembly. The fisheries and the 
fish-trade were what greatly increased the activity 
and prosperity of the town, especially when the 
results from the large fisheries in Lofoten were 
brought to Bergen. Herring and many other kinds 
of fish were exported, but it was cod that formed 
the principal article for exportation. This fish, 
dried or salted, was the chief article of food on 
the numerous fast-days of the Roman Catholic 
church, for every one, from king to beggar; and 
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Norwegian fish was exported even to the south of 
Europe. Accounts from about 1190 and subse- 
quent years relate that at the fairs — between 
the 3rd May and the 14th September — there 
was an overwhelming amount of fish, and vessels 
came from all the shores of the North Sea and 
from the Baltic. 

Handicraft also flourished in the town, and after 
Magnus Lagaboter's civic law of 1276, each had 
its special place, from Vaagsbotnen nearly to the 
present cathedral on the south, and along 0vre 
Gade, right out to Holmensjord. The general 
trade and the daily sale of articles of food, had 
also their special places; and the whole arrange- 
ment testified to good order and careful super- 
vision. 

During the civil wars, Bergen, which had risen 
to be the largest town in the kingdom, was the 
scene of bloody battles. It was here that King 
Magnus the Blind was taken prisoner and mutilated, 
the kings Harald Gille and Sigurd Mund were 
killed, and Sverre Sigurdsson defeated the peasants 
from Hordaland and Magnus Erlingsson, and broke 
up and dispersed the party of the Kuvlungs and 
the 0skjegs (between 1179 and 119-4); and a little 
later the Baglers and the Birkebeins fought here 
their bloody, but indecisive battles, during which the 
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Bagler leader, Bishop Nicolaus Arnessen, set fire 
to the town in 1198, in order to drive Sverre 
out. 

Bergen was also the scene of other occurrences, 
namely, a number of coronations and royal funerals 
in the largo Christ Church, and of many councils. 
For about 100 years the town was the true royal 
residence. 

Most of the export trade of Bergen was by 
foreign vessels, but the townsmen also exported 
goods on their own vessels. On the whole there 
was development, and the town appeared to have 
a great future in prospect; but the .trade of the 
townsmen was interrupted by the intrusion of the 
Hanse merchants, who at last, in competition, de- 
feated both the natives and the English, though 
the latter held out for a long time, and took every 
opportunity of coming in again. A native middle 
class had thus little liberty of action. Wisby was 
the first town to trade with Bergen, afterwards 
the Wend ports, especially Lubeck, then Wismar 
and Rostock, and in a less degree Hamburg and 
Bremen. Lttbeck ruled Bergen, as it was the 
leader of the Hanseatic League, both politically 
and commerciallv. The Hanse merchants were 
everywhere, and could cut off the Norwegian com- 
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munications. They were superior in capital, com- 
mercial ability and ship -building; and in Bergen, 
by offering more than others, they rented the 
largest and best buildings, which they subsequently 
— in the 15th century — gradually* bought. Their 
great sailing-vessels, carvel-built, surpassed the 
little open Norwegian rowing boats — busses — 
both in load-capacity and in safety. Trade 
between Bergen and the English ports from Hull 
to London, was early very brisk and secured by 
treaties. In 1250 Liibeck concluded its first treaty 
with King Haakon Haakons0n, founded only upon 
reciprocity; but from this time the labours of the 
League were directed towards the obtaining of ever 
greater rights,, especially by increasing the number 
of foreign merchants — who, with the king's per- 
mission, stayed in Bergen all the year — and thus 
gaining a firm position in the place. They had to 
fight against the ill-will of the Norwegians and often 
also of the kings, until they had formed a separate 
factory like a state within the state, where they 
lived with no more than the most necessary com- 
munication with the Norwegians, whom they scorned 
and despised. The outcome of their labours was 
taken principally to their own land. Sharp conflicts 
were continually taking place, until, in the time of the 
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minor, King Eric Magnusson, war broke out, which, 
on the part of the Germans, was carried on as a 
blockade, supplies being stopped until the king 
was forced to obtain peace by fresh concessions, 
which had especial reference to a fixed, reasonable 
import duty. Norway was in need of grain, and 
this only the German towns, with their fertile 
grain country, could procure. 

Eric's brother, the powerful Haakon Magnuss0n, 
arrested further intrusion, but could not do it en- 
tirely, as an estrangement had occurred with Eng- 
land. He imposed a large import duty, however, 
and ordained that no foreigner might export dried 
fish or butter, unless he brought other food pro- 
ducts in, especially flour and malt, and on the 
whole laid restrictions on the foreigners' trade. 
His intention was to place obstacles in the way of 
the Germans who remained all the year, and he 
therefore formed a Norwegian company who were 
to buy up all their goods, and sell them again in 
Bergen, which he made the great mart for all fish 
products, both from the north and in the west 
country. It was more convenient too for the 
Hanse merchants to buy and sell in one place 
instead of travelling along the coast; and in this 
way they got the entire fish-trade into their hands, 
as they had the upper hand in Bergen. 
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The next king, Magnus, Haakon's nephew, 
made great concessions to the Germans, "all the 
merchants of the League"; and about 1350, they 
were enabled secretly to set up their office in 
Bergen, the last both to be established and to be 
abolished. The Germans very soon showed their 
power by taking Bergenhus by surprise, and com- 
peting the commander, Sigurd Haftorson, to accede 
to their demands. 

During a new conflict with the League, carried 
on in 1867 by Haakon Magnusson the Younger 
and his father-in-law, Waldemar Atterdag, fleets 
from the Frisian and Dutch Hanse towns, cruelly 
pillaged and burnt all along the southern shores 
of Norway, the old means of defence with 
levied ships being in a complete state of decay. 
Fresh concessions were the consequence of this 
war. The merchants, who had left Bergen 
when the war broke out, returned in greatei* 
strength. German artisans had previously ac- 
companied the traders, divided into five guilds — 
"fyf amten" — , shoemakers, tanners, tailors, 
cloth-dressers and goldsmiths. These soon sup- 
planted the native artisans, and established them- 
selves in the interior of the town, Vaagsbotten. 
where they almost filled the long, narrow inlet, 
which at that time ran in to the south of the har- 
bour proper. The Germans accommodated them- 
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selves completely to the old Norwegian style of 
building, adopted the Norwegian names both of 
the houses and their various parts, and became so 
accustomed to them, that after the fires in 1476 
and 1702, they rebuilt in the old manner, only 
doing away with the narrow passages between the 
houses, the houses themselves being more crowded 
together both from north and south, and built 
farther out into the bay. Above the houses lay 
an unoccupied space, with a garden, called the 
Kohlhof. Gates closed each end of the quay and 
every house, and the merchants or their clerks 
united as "nabers" in a "matscheppy" or associa- 
tion for the mutual, affairs of the house. Under 
the head of the house were the apprentices, 
"schuten" and "stuwen-jungen". The common 
name was "de gemene Kopmann", or* "de ersamc 
Kopmann". At the head of them was the master 
and "achteiner" (the eighteen), and later on a 
secretary. Every house had its regulations, "do 
gartenrecht", which kept strict discipline in the 
house; but outside it, these men, who were not 
allowed to marry, generally led a low, immoral life. 
They usually belonged to the lower classes, and 
tried, by the numerous rough, almost cruel games 
that new-comers had to go through, to prevent 
people of a more refined mode of living from enter- 
ing their circle. 
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The trade was principally exchange, and the 
Germans brought, besides articles of food, salt, 
beer, wine, cloth, linen, metal goods and luxuries. 
Bergen exported, in addition to fish-products, butter 
and leather, and to England, Holland and Fries- 
land, some timber. The poor fishers in Nordland 
(dwellers in the north) and in the country behind 
Bergen, were always in need of advances, and thus 
became dependent on the merchants, a condition 
of affairs that has continued until recent times, 
scarcely to the advantage of either party. A 
peculiar expression for the opinion of the time is 
found in the bequests of the Germans — gifts to 
churches, monasteries and the poor, in order to 
ensure prayers for the release of the testator's 
soul from purgatory. In Liibeck and many other 
towns, the merchants (dwellers in Bergen) had 
their special mercantile companies with their "schfit- 
ting" and a chapel; and in Bergen, where St. 
Mary's and afterwards St. Martin's became their 
parish churches, they also had their own guilds of 
St. Dorothea, St. Catherine and Coj^pus Christ\ 

During the struggle between Queen Margaret 
and King Albrecht of Sweden, the Germans en- 
deavoured to assist Stockholm, which was being 
besieged by the queen; and Wismar and Rostock 
fitted out ships for this purpose, which, however, 
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soon became pirate vessels. In 1393, these Vi- 
talians, as they were called, came to Bergen, 
defeated the feudal lord, and occupied Bergenhus, 
after having completely sacked the town and several 
Hanse ships lying in the harbour. During fresh 
wars between Eric of Pomerania and the Count 
of Holstein, the Ligedeelers, as they were now 
called, made a fresh raid upon Bergen in 1428, 
once more occupying it, and taking the merchandise 
of the unlucky traders from the north with them, 
and again in 1429, when they defeated a fleet of 
large and small Norwegian vessels brought together 
to oppose them. The town was now completely 
sacked and partly burnt, the native middle class 
humbled, and the English driven away. The Ger- 
man merchants were the victors, and it was only 
the conflict that now arose between the North Sea 
towns and the Wend towns, that gave any relief 
from their commercial yoke. The Hanse men 
pushed in to the quay and established themselves 
there, although they did not own all the houses; 
but no one else could rent houses there. They 
displayed their power and merciless arrogance, when 
in 1453 they pursued their great enemy, Olaf Nilsson 
of Talg0, knight and liege lord of Bergenhus, into 
Munkeliv monastery, at that time occupied by theBri- 
gittines, and killed him, his sons and his brother. Bishop 
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Torleif, and all their followers, burning the church 
and the monastery. King Christian I, who had 
visited Bergen both in 1450 and 1453, did nothmg 
to punish them ; but they had to pay a large sum 
of money towards the rebuilding of the monasteiy. 
They frequently broke up the Norwegian tribunal 
and acted contrary to Norwegian law ; they pulled 
down without more ado the delapidated Sverresborg, 
and as they sailed into the bay would amuse 
themselves by shooting at the palace and the 
tower of Christ Church. The population of Bergen 
was probably small, and the strong, well-organised 
Hanse men must also have been superior in num- 
bers to the fighting population of the town. 

King Hans treated the Germans sharply, and 
his son. Christian II, who, when prince, twice 
visited Bergen, and there made the fateful acquain- 
tance of his mistress, Dyveke, and her mother 
Sigbret, extended the privileges of the Dutch as 
a counter-balance. Christian appointed the com- 
moner, J0rgen Hansen Skriver, to be commander 
of Bergenhus; and that capable but hard man kept 
the Germans in check, rebuilt the old towers and 
halls, and put up a new wall round the palace. 
He was the first to pave the streets of Bergen. 
But when Christian fled from his kingdoms in 1523, 
J0rgen Hansen resigned; and under Frederick I 
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and the new liege lord, Vincentius Lunge, the 
League was again submitted to. The new state 
of affairs was also taken advantage of by the Ger- 
mans, and on the evening of the 8th November, 
1523, at a given signal, they attacked their rivals, 
both native and foreign, and illtreated them, the 
Scots in particular, these being robbed of every- 
thing and made to promise never to complain of 
the violence practised upon them. Nor did they 
obtain justice. 

About this time the new doctrine began to 
be preached by German priests, while the Roman 
Catholic clergy were unable to make any serious 
resistance. The abolition of the monasteries and 
the decay of the churches had already begun; 
Vincentius Lunge received Nonneseter, and Eske 
Bilde obtained the king's and the bishop's permis- 
sion to pull down all the churches and ecclesiastical 
buildings on Bergenhus, in order to protect the 
fortress, the bishop in return to have Munkeliv 
monastery for his residence. When the monas- 
tery, howerer, was burnt, as the commander, Thord 
Roed, feared to be attacked by the archbishop's 
men, the Minorites' monastery was made the 
bishop's residence. 
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The power of the League was now on the 
wane, and Liibeck, by its unfortunate interference 
in the internal Danish quarrels, the counts' feud, 
over-exerted its powers. Christian JII was deter- 
mined to restrict the power of the League in 
Bergen, and for this purpose chose Christopher 
Valckendorff, a powerful noble, who was Uege 
lord from 1556 to 1560. The measures he took, 
after confei'ring with the king, were first aimed at 
putting a stop to the terrible immorality. He 
then turned to the German artisans, generally 
called whiners, who were at last obliged to submit, 
as the merchants (the croakers), who uttered, indeed, 
violent threats against the liege lord and the ci- 
tizens, did not dare to support their countrymen, 
when it came to the point. Valckendorff evidently 
overawed them by his cool courage during a meet- 
ing in St. Mary's Church. The whiners left the 
town after declaring that they had no complaint 
to make against the liege lord. 

The rights of the League were still in force, 
but it had not ventured to enter the lists, and now 
it no longer inspired fear. The displacement of 
the Hanse merchants would be the affair of the 
Norwegian citizens in the future. A new middle 
class had begun to form, consisting, however, to 
a large extent of foreigners. Here too Valckendorff 
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endeavoured to support by relief in taxes, and still 
more by procuring clever artisans. The town hall 
was his property, bought by, or presented to, the 
town. 

The citizens now saw that they had a power- 
ful support in the government, and went further; 
and it is said that after fresh concessions they soon 
had 100 ships on the sea. 

ValckendoriFs rule had been epoch-making, and 
had broken the power of the League. Under the 
new conditions, when many towns fell into the 
hands of the princes, and trade, owing to the great 
discoveries, went by other roads and to new coun- 
tries, the power of the League steadily decreased. 

The Hanse merchants had occupied their posi- 
tion with remarkable power and a far-seeing trade 
policy, during a great development in all branches 
of commerce; but their inconsiderate and violent 
behaviour made them hated, and the old Bergen 
writers speak with bitterness of their immoral lives 
and their contempt for the laws of the land. 



The Odensee statute of 1560 had secured for 
the citizens of Bergen the right to the Nordland 
trade; and the commerce and navigation of the 
to\vn increased steadily in spite of disturbances 
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and piracies. Both Nordland and Finmark brought 
their products to Bergen, and for a number of 
years Finmark was under the town or a company 
of Bergen citizens. Business was brisk, the Scotch 
trade increased greatly, timber being fetched by 
the Scotch from the west of Norway, and the 
harbour was also visited by German, Dutch and 
French ships. Christian IV, who visited the town 
four times, declared that its trade sometimes sur- 
passed that of Copenhagen. 

The Bergen community had to be entirely re- 
formed, and the list of citizens shows that at first 
natives of Bergen are few in number, while strangers 
occupy a considerable part. 

Out of about 7200 citizens between the years 
1613 and 1750, about 2800 are foreigners, about 
2320 Norwegians from other places, and the re- 
mainder natives of Bergen, though these are many 
of them sons and grandsons of foreigners. It is 
not until 1686 that the natives of Bergen form 
rather more than half the number of those men 
who pay taxes as citizens of the town. The Ger- 
mans arc in the majority, men from Bremen and 
surrounding country being most numerous, and 
next to them the various Wend seaports. Next 
to these again come the Danes, and their influence 
is indicated by the fact that most of the older 
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burgomasters belong to that nation; next to them 
the Scotch and Dutch. Among the country di- 
stricts, Nordfjord yields a comparatively large con- 
tingent. It is through these immigrations and 
intermixtures with various nationalities that the 
Bergen people have come into existence, with their 
peculiarities, their gayer disposition and easily a roused 
feeUng, differing in many respects from the rest 
of the Norwegians. 

We have Absalom Pedersson's well-known de- 
scriptions of life in the town at this time, and it is 
not a pleasant picture he gives. Drunkenness was 
especially great in all classes of society, and brawls 
and manslaughter were of frequent occurrence. 
The author himself and the first Ijutheran bishop, 
Geble Peders0n, are shining lights in the midst of 
the moral confusion. 

During the period between 1536 and 1637, the 
town was ravaged by no less than four great epi- 
demics; and then, as before and since, fire destroyed 
large parts, sometimes almost the whole town. 

During this time, the time of the power of 
the Danish nobles, the Germans league was treated 
as before, and Valckendorff's successor, the weal- 
thy and powerful Eric Rosenkrands, brought the 
Germans' trade back to the original basis, and 
obliged them to pay the same taxes as the Nor- 
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wegian citizens. He owned the brick building in 
the middle of Strand Gade, and enlarged Haakon 
Haakonss0n's great tower to its present dimensions. 
It is contrary to historical correctness that it was 
subsequently called Valckendortf's, Tower. 

It was at this time that the first equipment 
took place of the so-called ships of defence, large, 
well-armed vessels after the English and Dutch 
pattern, to which most of the salt trade in southern 
Europe fell. This was a great gain to the town, 
more so than the whaling equipment. 

In Christian IV 's time, the conditions of the 
town became on the whole more settled, the 
parish boundaries were fixed, the arming of citizens 
instituted, and the artisans' guilds obtained their 
laws. At about this time the first chemists' shops 
were opened, and doctors were appointed. During 
this king's reign also (1628), the town gate, which 
is still standing, the only one in the country, was 
built. 



With the introduction of absolute power in 1660, 
the municipal organisation was altered, and the 
privileges fixed for the towns in 1662, more par- 
ticularly for Bergen in 1670. Trade and handicraft 
were confined to the towns, and in the customs 
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legislation the mercantile system asserted itself, 
and was further extended in the century following. 

The government of the town from this time 
consisted of a president, two burgomasters, six 
councillors, and a committee of sixteen citizens, 
"the elect". The fortifications were improved, and 
Nordnes redout and Sverresborg fort were built, 
and showed their great use in the battle in Bergen 
bay on the 2nd August, 1665, when an English 
squadron attempted to capture the Dutch East 
Indiamen and Mediterranean ships that had taken 
shelter there, but was driven back. On account 
of this event, still greater efforts were made to 
put the fortress into good condition. 

The arrangements for defence had fallen into 
disorder, but were renewed bv Christian V, and in 
this way not only did the salt trade once more 
fall into Bergen's hands, but a brisk commercial 
intercourse came about with Southern Europe and 
the Baltic. On the whole, shippinsf yielded splendid 
results at the close of the 17th century, when 
Denmark and Norway were neutral during Louis 
XIV's continual wars. Between 1672 and 1699, 
the mercantile fleet in Bergen increased from 56 
vessels, 5 of which were for defence, to 125 with 
21 of the latter kind. Trade was extended to 
Greenland in the north, and, in accordance with 
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special rights, to the Danish West Indies and the 
Guinea coast in the south. 

During the Thirty Years' War, the Hanseatic 
League was completely dissolved, and the rights 
were now only conceded to each town separately, 
in accordance with the new statutes in 1672; the 
play had been abolished the year before. The tide 
had turned, and just as formerly the houses had 
passed into the hands of the Germans, so now they 
began more and more quickly to return to Nor- 
wegian citizens. Many Germans also left the 
league and became naturalised Norwegians. 

One conspicuous figure in Bergen's commercial 
life at the close of the 17th century was Jorgen 
Thorm0hlen. He built various factories on Mohlen- 
pris, ground reclaimed by him; and these were in- 
spected by Christian V on his visit to Bergen. 
The king appointed him director of commerce with 
a kind of supervision over the west and north 
country trade, and gave him the right to issue the 
first Norwegian paper money. His activity was 
great, but his means were not in proportion, and 
he died bankrupt. 

The fish- trade did not develop e any patriciate 
in Bergen, as the timber trade did in Christiania. 
Industrial aii was making progress, and special 
mention must be made of Jacob von Wida's spin- 
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ning and weaving factory in the House of Cor- 
rection in 1684. 

Fires continued their work of destruction, and 
attempts at better street regulation and compulsory 
building with brick proved fruitless. 

At this time, in 1684, Bergen's famous son, 
Ludvig Holberg, was born. 



The 18th century began with the brightest 
prospects. Bergen's mercantile fleet was the lar- 
gest in Scandinavia, and the activity of the town 
was great. But the town was destroyed by the 
terrible fire of the 19th May, 1702, the worst that 
has ever visited it. The loss was all the greater 
from the fact that the fire-proof vaults, in which 
merchandise and the most valuable property were 
stored, could not withstand the pressure and the 
heat. The new plans, which were not however 
carried out entirely, called for great sacrifices; but 
by the so-called line of communication — an open 
space, 150 to 200 feet wide, extending from 
Fredriksberg Fort to Little Lungegaard Water, 
and on eastwards up to the mountain — and by 
widening the side streets, greater safety was en- 
sured, and since then the fires have not been so 
frequent, nor of so great extent as they formerly 
were. About 1730, the present market-place, 
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which was then only beach, was made by flllmg 
up, and the Triangle quay was built. 

In 1691 Bergen owned 126 ships, but the de- 
fence vessels gradually disappeared as they lost 
their privileges. The consequence of this was that 
the Dutch intruded themselves into the carrying 
trade and the importation of salt. After the great 
fire came the great Scandinavian war from 1709 
to 1721; and during it Bergen lost half her fleet. 
Many of the ships were captured by Swedes from 
Gothenburg; many were wrecked through venturing 
out early in the spring and late in the autumn in 
order to avoid being seized ; and others were taken 
by Algerian pirates. The tonnage of the fleet 
sank from about 11,000 tons in 1698 to 3000 in 
1735. 

From 1713 the maritime powers were at peace, 
and insinuated themselves into the trade that the 
Scandinavian ships had acquired during the previous 
wars. The latter thus suffered, and moreover Eng- 
land and France endeavoured to give encouragement 
to the Newfoundland cod-flsherics, and thereby 
created a rival to the Norwegian fisheries. 

Bergen's power of action was not paralysed, 
however. She was able to help the Greenland 
missionary, Hans Egede, by founding a Greenland 
company with Bergen as the mart ; the Baltic trade. 
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especially with Danzig, where spring herring was 
exchanged for grain, was increasing; and the results 
of the cod-fisheries grew with the employment of 
lines and nets, while the price of the product rose 
with the preparation of klip-fish. But it was slow 
work, and it was only between 1740 and 1750 
that any increase began. This was contributed to 
in no small measure by the treaties concluded by 
the clever minister for foreign- affairs, Johan Hart- 
vig Bernstorff, with the North African pirate states 
between 1746 and 1753, and finally with Turkey 
in 1756; while at the same time the bold Bergen 
skipper, Joachim Hynnemor, had sailed to Smyrna 
at his own risk. The western Mediterranean was 
a dangerous sea, in which many Norwegian ships 
were taken; and up to that time the eastern part 
had been closed. We have accounts by Bergen 
sailors of their experiences in Morocco and Tunis, 
one of them being Lars Dietrichs, Bergen's first 
harbour-master. As a consequence of the trade 
with the West Indies, a sugar-refinery was started 
in Bergen as in other Norwegian towns. The ex- 
portation of fish increased greatly, while that of 
timber, which had been carried on by the Scotch 
at Sondhord customs station, ceased entirely in 
1780. Happily Bergen was spared from fires for 
more than 50 years. 
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The German company had slowly disappeared. 
The last secretary, Schiickmann, left the town in 
1761, the last cottage, Einarsgaard, was sold in 
1764, and finally the only remaining property of 
the Hanseatic League was sold in 1777. 

The so-called Strile War in 1765 created great 
dismay. It was occasioned by the unreasonable 
poll-tax, the extraordinary tax; and when years 
of scarcity and failures in the fishing occurred, it 
drove the Nordhordland peasants to desperation, 
which was further increased by the unfortunate 
behaviour of certain government officials. The 
peasants flocked in crowds to the town, where 
they were joined by all kinds of idlers. They ill- 
treated the governor of the diocese and the sheriff, 
but gave way and returned to their homes when 
confronted by the garrison and the armed citizens. 
People in Copenhagen were inclined to consider 
this disturbance as a very serious affair. 



The close of the 18th century, which was after- 
wards called "the good time", resembled in many 
respects the latter decades of the 17th. What 
especially marks both periods is the neutrality of 
Denmark and Norway during the lengthy wars, 
this time the American War of Independence, and 
then the struggles of England and the coalition 
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against the French Republic and the Empire. During 
the former, Bergen's fleet increased from 66 to 
114 ships, and afterwards to 158 in 1807, all in 
foreign trade. 

But this was not the only thing that contri- 
buted to the improvement in Norway's trade; the 
consequence of the new mercantile system was 
equally important. Mercantilism was abandoned, 
and an easy transition to a freer customs legislation 
introduced in almost all departments; and in 1794 
the old system was entirely abandoned, the united 
kingdoms of Denmark and Norway being thus 
brought nearer the free trade system than any 
other country. 

During the long period of war, freights rose 
enormously, and foreign vessels vere continually 
seeking shelter in Bergen harbour for fear of being 
seized; and many captured vessels also were sold 
there with their cargoes, and the Bergen mer- 
chants di4 capital business. The foreign cruisers, 
however, that went into the sounds and lay in the 
harbour, called forth no little feeling of insecurity. 
A great loss was suffered in the disappearance of 
the spring herring i 1784, but on the other hand 
the cod-fisheries turned out remarkably well, though 
failing in 1797 and the year following. 

Bergen ships went all over Europe from Arhc- 
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angel to Turkey, and on the shores of the 
Atlantic from Greenland to the equator. Accor- 
ding to the first more or less reliable census — that 
of 1769 — Bergen had 13,735 inhabitants; ac- 
cording to the second, in 1801, 18,080. All 
through the Middle Ages Bergen had been, and 
still was, the largest town in Norway. As was 
natural, large fortunes had been amassed during 
these years, and there were a few at any rate, 
especially the brothers Dankert and WoUert Krohn, 
who owned about a million rix dollars, or nearly 
4 million krones, the greater part of it invested 
in extensive lands near Bergen. 



At one stroke this state of affairs was brought 
to an end. The English bombarded Copenhagen, 
took the fleet, and claimed or captured the Danish 
and Norwegian ships, whereupon ensued the unfor- 
tunate war until 1814. Thirty-eight of Bergen's 
158 ships were seized in British waters^ 12 in the 
Mediterranean, 26 in the Skagerak and the North 
Sea, and 4 off the coast of Norway itself, 30 were 
abandoned or condemned in foreign harbours and 
18 sold, while 22 were wrecked, etc. New ships 
were always being built however, and at the close 
of the war, the town still had 88. Many wealthy 
people became poor, the losses were enormous, and 
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the town was cut off from its usual markets, and 
could neither send out fish nor import grain; for 
the trade with Archangel could only to some ex- 
tent supply the great need. There was some al- 
leviation in the years when the English government 
gave special pennission, licences, for free trade 
with the British Isles, where timber was required ; 
and it was fortunate that the spring herring re- 
turned to the coasts in 1808, and brought the 
beginning of a period of successful fisheries that 
lasted for 65 years. The number of inhabitants 
fell from 18,080 in 1801 to 16,900 in 1815. 

Bergenhus fortress had been strengthened, a 
lai^e detachment of troops brought there, and a 
flotilla of gunboats built. The last named was 
made use of when an English frigate, the "Tartar", 
boldly reconnoitred in the harbour, where she 
came upon a Norwegian guard boat. The gun- 
boats under Lieut. Bille caught her up near 
Alv0en, but she managed to escape. The fallen 
in the engagement rest in a common grave in St. 
Cross churchyard. 

Patriotic feeling was strong, and it was inflamed 
by the powerful bishop, Johan Nordahl Brun, well 
known as a speaker and poet. One of Bergen's 
representatives in the National Assembly and the 
extraordinary Storthing, the firm and wise Wilhelm 
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Christie, played a prominent part in the nego- 
ciations with Sweden concerning the union. 



After peace was concluded in 1814, Bergen 
had once more slowly to work her way up again. 
It was the exportation of fish that was to set her 
on her feet again, and by degress trade slipped 
once more into the old tracks. The herring fishe- 
ries were the most important, their yield going 
principally to the towns on the Baltic. 

From 1815 to 1825 was on the whole a hard 
time, and yet the population in 1825 numbered 
20,844, and continued to rise, though slowly. In 
1885 it was no more than 47,000, but after that 
it went at a brisker pace, and is now about 81,000. 
Up to 1835 Bergen held her place as the largest 
town in Norway, but then gave place to Christi- 
ania. For a long time she held her place as No. 
2 in tonnage, but afterwards, in the time of sailing- 
vessels, fell to No. 4. The number of vessels 
was greater than in any other Norwegian town, 
but the ships themselves were smaller. 

About 1850 a fresh improvement takes place. 
The repeal of the Navigation Act in England 
brings about an extension of the carrying trade, 
and at the same time Bergen begins to trade 
with the Russian ports on the Black Sea for rye. 
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and the fleet increases to 600 ships, with nearly 
15,000 commercial lasts. But during the Crimean 
War, the trade with Russia is stopped, a large 
fire in 1855 causes great loss, and then comes the 
great commercial crisis in 1857, which spreads 
from America to Europe, where Hamburg, more 
especially, suffers ; but with Hamburg were closely 
connected all Scandinavian towns, and Bergen 
among them. 

Soon after Bergen begins to form a steam fleet, 
and about 1880 she resolutely disposes of her 
beautiful, finely-built sailing-vessels. In this field, 
steamboat trade, Bergen is the first, and still, 
undisputed, remains so. During the years 1876— 
1878, the sailing-vessels had attained their greatest 
number, namely, 278 with a tonnage of 60,000 tons, 
but at the same time the number of steamers had 
increased to 85 with 29,000 tons. These years are 
the turning-point in Bergen shipping, and the scale 
now goes down on the other side. The Bergen 
steam fleet then formed almost half that of the 
entire country. In 1884 the number of saiUng- 
vessels belonging to Bergen was 231 with a ton- 
nage of 43,000 register tons, while the number of 
steamships was 130 with a tonnage of 50,000 re- 
gister tons. After this the proportion changes 
rapidly, until only a few small sailing-vessels are 
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left, although during the last few years some lar- 
ger ones have been procured. At the close of 
1905, Bergen had 291 steamships with a net ton- 
nage of 260,500 tons, about Vs of the entire stcapx 
tonnage of the country; while there were only 76 
sailing-vessels with a net tonnage of about 4700 
tons. Up to 1872, Bergen was the largest ex- 
porter; between 1873 and 1876 Bergen and Chri- 
stiania were rivals; but since the last-named year 
Christiania has led. 

As in shipping, so in the exportation of fish, 
Bergen held the first place, all things considered, 
although outstripped in certain directions by rival 
towns. In the importation of grain it is also first, 
as it not only supplies the west country, but ajso 
Nordland. The strongest connection Bergen has 
is with the British Isles, especially as regards ex^ 
ports, and next with Germany, cluefly for exports. 
In 1905, the latter amounted to 2574 million kroe- 
nes, while the value of the imports was 56,800,000 
kr. Bergen hopes for further development by the 
completion of the railway to Christiania, and through 
it for connection with Eastern and Central Eui'ope. 

After 1850, industrial art also began to ad- 
vance, but the largest works are to be found in 
the immediate neighbourhood of the town. Flour- 
mills, engineering work-shops and dockyards, found- 
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ries, spinning and weaving factories, margarine fac- 
tories, breweries, paper-mills, tanneries, jersey and 
curtain-weaving factories, are the most important, 
in Bergen also gas and electric works. In 1905 
it was calculated that in the town itself there 
were 190 factories with 2650 hands and 4450 
horse-power, and in S. Bergenhus 145 factories 
with 5100 hands and 11,300 horse-power. 

Bergen is still, as it has been ever since its 
foundation, the centre of western Norway; and 
this position it will certainly still continue to hold. 



A LITTLE ABOUT THE CONSTITUTION 
AND MANAGEMENT OP OUR TOWN. 

BY JOH. LUDW. MOWINCKEL, LATE PRESIDENT OF THE CITY COUNCIL. 

On the 14th January, 1837, our country, through 
the so called "formandskabs" law, received muni- 
cipal self-government. 

Before that time there had only been in the 
towns a royally-appointed magistrate, who, however, 
in the large towns was supported by some so- 
called "elected men", chosen by himself and the 
citizens in conjunction, for an indefinite time. 

The "formandskabs" law of 1837 was an indi- 
cation of advance, and, for the requirements of the 
time, was on the whole satisfactory. It now creaks 
at the joints, and in many ways does not an- 
swer well, especially for our larger municipalities; 
and proposals for new municipal legislation have 
for some years been a subject of deliberation with 
the government authorities. 

In the mean time the law is made the best of, 
and consolation is gained from the large and small 
patches that in the course of time have been put 
upon the old garment of 1837. 
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As the law now stands, it consists of a mix- 
ture of old and new, and, as practised in the 
various municipalities, is modified according to the 
needs of each, through the experience, ability and 
labour of many years. 



Our municipal self-government, like our politi- 
cal, is now built upon a broad, popular foundation. 

Since 1901 the suffrage has been universal for 
men. All Norwegian citizens who have attained 
the age of 25, have resided in the country for 5 
years, and still do so, are entitled to vote in the 
municipality, if they have lived there for the two 
last years, and have not been in prison, nor, for 
a year before the election, been recipients of pub- 
lic charity. Unlike what is the case with regard 
to constitutional voting, women too have had the 
right, since 1901, to vote in municipal affairs. The 
women's suffrage is not, however, quite so extended 
as the men's, as in their case it is required that 
they shall either have paid taxes to the state or 

the municipality, on an annual income of at least 

* 

400 kr., or live in entire or partial joint owner- 
ship with a husband who has paid such a tax. 

Election to the municipal council takes place 
every third year, in December. Both men and 
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women who have votes are eUgible. When a certain 
number (determined in the laiv) of electors require 
it, the election is made on the ratio system, a 
system that was adopted by the law in 1896. 

In all the elections that have taken place in 
Bergen since this change in the law was passed, 
the ratio system has been employed. 

In the election of 1901, women took part for 
the first time. Among the 22,200 voters on the 
Bergen list, 9400 were women; and out of the 
10,600 votes given, 4100 were those of women. 

At the next election, in 1904, the position was 
as follows: 

Of persons qualified to vote, 24,400 
Of these, men, 13,700 

women, 10,700 

The number of votes given was 12,900, and 
of these 5200 were women. 

The "formandskabs" law ordains that every mar- 
ket-town shall have a Council and a committee of 
aldermen (formandskab), consisting of a fourth part 
of the members of council and chosen by the Coun- 
cil. The number of councillors varies according 

« 

to the population of the town, from 20 for towns 
whose population is not more than 3000, up to 84 
for towns with more than 100,000 inhabitants. For 
Bergen, whose population is now more than 82,000, 
the number is 76. 
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How the ratio election system has answered in 
Bergen will be seen by the distribution of these 
76 places, which took place at the last election, 
in 1904, among the various municipal political par- 
ties or groups of the election period 1905 — 1907. 
The conservative, liberal 

and moderate party 29, of these, 2 women 

Radical 19, — 1 woman 

The labour party (social de- 
mocrats) 16, — 1 w 
Temperance party 12, — 1 „ 

The ratio system is also employed in the elec- 
tion by, and from among, the councillors, for the 
nomination to the 19 places of the "formandskab". 
The division of parties in the Bergen "formand- 
skab" is therefore at present as follows: 

The conservative 7 

„ radical 5 

„ labour party 4 

„ temperance party 3 
Both for the Council and the "formandskab", 
each party has a number of substitutes to be 
called in in cases of absence owing to lawful 
impediment. 

The "formandskab" election is for the whole 
election period. On the other hand the common 
chairman and vice-chairman of the Council and 
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"formandskab" are elected annually. These elec- 
tions are made in December by the whole Council, 
but from the members of the "formandskab". As 
an absolute majority is necessary, the stronger 
party does not always succeed in filling the 
very important position of chairman; for in order 
that this might be, the party would need to have 
half the votes of the Council at their disposal. 
Thus although the radical party in the last two 
election periods have been a group of only 19 
men, the position of chairman has fallen to it, as, 
at the re-election one or other of the remaining 
parties have transferred their votes to the radical 
candidates. 

The power in the hands of the Town Council, 
whose members are elected by the people from the 
"formandskab" and the Council, is considerable, 
and fairly free from restriction on the part of the 
State authorities. 

It is true that the "formandskabs" law ordains 
that should a resolution be passed with fewer votes 
than Vs of the voters present, it shall be again 
brought in by the chief authority (in Bergen the 
prefect) for renewed discussion; and the law goes 
on to say that when the matter is one of expen- 
diture which shall be defrayed by the municipality 
in a period longer than 5 years, the king's sane- 
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tion is to be obtained. It practically never hap- 
pens that on a second discussion a matter does 
not obtain a sufficient majority, or that the king's 
sanction is ever refused. 

The power of the town council is thus nearly 
absolute in all matters that concern the munici- 
pality. It cannot of course make any alteration 
in matters that are bound by law, or expenses 
that the law has laid upon the municipality, e. g. 
the School Board and Poor Relief Board. In these 
matters the requirements of the State are great, 
and this has contributed to the constant increase 
in the municipal expenditure. 

As regards the private citizens, the power of 
the town council is especially felt in the great ex- 
tent to which it may exercise its expropriation 
right for purposes of street regulation, and in the 
limitations it can put to free and unimpeded trade. 
For instance, no retail sale of beer or wine can 
take place without the consent of the "formand- 
skab". Bar-licences are only granted for a year 
at a time, by the decision of the whole town coun- 
cil; and this resolution refers to cafes, restaurants, 
societies and clubs, while as regards the cafes, there 
are rather severe restrictions as to the time of day 
in which intoxicating liquors can be sold. 

All the trade in spirits is monopolised by the 
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Bergen spirits- "samlag** and there at present are 
no barlicences for this article. 

The greatest right that the town council pos- 
sesses, and the one most felt, is its practically un- 
limited rating powers. The whole of the amount 
that is wanting to cover the annual municipal grants, 
has to be assessed in the form of taxes. Up to 
Va of the amount of the tax may be distributed 
as a tax upon real property, the remainder upon 
property and income. The tax on property is li- 
mited to 2 per thousand, but the income tax has 
no limit whatever. 

The result of this is that the income tax, espe- 
cially in difficult financial times, when the values 
upon which the tax is assessed stagnate or go 
down, soon becomes very high, and. is felt to be 
very burdensome. It is therefore now suggested 
that this tax shall also, be kept within limits by law. 

The income tax is not assessed, however, upon 
the total income of the citizens, nor does it fall 
with an equal burden upon all incomes. Conside- 
ration is paid to the size of the income and the 
number of persons supported by the tax-payer. 
Thus whereas the total assumed income in 1906 
was 27.2 millions, the ratable income was only 
12.7 millions; in other words, more than half the 
citizens' income was free of tax. 
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A tax^payer who has no one to support is 
called a tax-payer of the 1st class, and has only a 
comparatively small portion of his income exempt; 
while tax-payers with other persons to support 
have a proportionate part of their income exempt. 
The highest class of tax-payer is the 8th, in which 
the tax-payer has 7 or more persons to support 

As an instance, a tax-payer of the 1st class, 
if his income is assessed at 1000 kr., must pay 
tax on 243 kr., while a tax-payer of the 7th class 
(6 persons to support), with the same assessed 
income is only taxed on 2 kr., and a tax-payer of 
the 8th class (7 or more persons to support) is 
not taxed at all until his income reaches 1050 kr., 
when he is taxed on 2 kr. The minimum tax 
to be paid is fixed, however, at 1 kr., even if the 
tax, reckoned upon the ratable income, should by 
rights be a smaller sum. 

As this will show, the income tax weighs hea- 
vily only upon the largest incomes, and even then 
the fact of having others to support reduces the tax. 

From an assessed income of 6000 kr. only 
912 kr. will be exempt in the 1st class, while in 
the 8th, 2678 kr. is exempt. These two sums 
represent the maximum of exemption each in its 
class ; but while the increase of exemption for the 
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1st class stops at an income of 1600 kr., it does 
not stop, for the 8th class, until an income of 
6000 kr. 



The operations of the town council are very- 
varied. The "formandskab" especially has much 
to see to. The dividing-line between the spheres 
of action of the "formandskab" and the council, is 
not clearly defined by the law ; and practice in the 
large municipalities goes to show that the "for- 
mandskab's" field of activity is being enlarged at 
the expense of the council, a number of adminis- 
trative questions and current matters being settled 
without being put before the council. Thus while 
the "formandskab" in Bergen meets at least once 
a week, 10 or 12* meetings a year are generally 
sufficient for the council. 

In all questions relating to the fixing of salaries, 
new undertakings, sale or purchase of properties, 
or renunciation of some right belonging to the 
place, the "formandskab", as § 24 of the law 
states, is to learn the determination of the coun- 
cillors. As it is also allowable for the "formand- 
skab" in all other cases of such importance that 
it might be considered necessary or advantageous, 
also to learn the determination of the councillors 
(§ 25), the. custom has developed in Bergen that 
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questions of importance are brought before the 
council, and also that generally, if a minority in 
the "formandskab" demand it, they have the right 
to lay the matter before the entire town council, 
even if it does not expressly concern a matter 
that according to the law is to be brought before 
the council. AH budgets and all grants that are 
to be covered by loans, are likewise to be referred 
to the council for decision. 

A number of smaller questions of grants are 
settled in the course of the year directly by the 
"formandskab", the council, at each year's budget 
discussion, placing a considerable sum at the dis- 
posal of the formandskab for that purpose. 

All matters that are put before the council 
have already passed the "formandskab". 



While the "formandskab" and the council form 
the popularly-elected government of the town, its 
national assembly, if you will, with the "formand- 
skab" as lower house, and the council as the upper 
house, it is the magistracy that is really the work- 
ing power of the municipality, its government. 
Unlike the smaller towns, the magistracy in Bergen 
is divided into three, with a burgomaster at the 
head of each division. These burgomasters are 
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nominated by the government and paid by the 
State: but there is a growing feeling that posts 
such as these, important as they are for the wel- 
fare of a town, should be wholly municipal, or 
that at any rate the municipalities should have the 
power of appointing them. All subordinate of- 
ficials in the magistrate's offices are appointed and 
paid by the municipality. 

Bergen's various branches of municipal admini- 
stration are now divided among these three magi- 
strates. The most important division is the first, 
whose head, the first burgomaster, is also the chief 
of the magistrates, and together with the chairman 
of the town council, always represents the munici- 
pality. 

Under the 1st division is included the whole 
of the technical administration of the municipality ; 
the engineers' office with its fire brigade depart- 
ment, roads, water, and drainage commissions' of- 
fices. The head of the engineers' office is the 
chief engineer, and at the head of each of the 
"commissions" are engineers with full independent 
responsibility. In the 1st division there is also the 
superintendent's office with the superintendent, the 
chief surveyor, the inspector of buildings, the street 
regulation and building commission, and the inspec- 
tion of the municipal buildings; and further, the 
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largest of the municipal sources of supply, the 
two municipal lighting works, the gas and the 
electricity works, each managed by a special di- 
rector, and each with its separate budget and 
accounts, but with common municipal management, 
the so-called lighting board. 

The finances of the municipality are also under 
the 1st division, whose head is the chairman of 
the finance committee appointed by the ''formand- 
skab'", to discuss all matters of an economic and 
financial nature, e. g. the raising of new loans, etc. 

Lastly, under the 1st burgomaster, there is the 
harbour commission, which consists of municipally 
elected members and whose proposals, for grants 
and otherwise, are discussed by the "formandskab" 
and the council, but whose funds are furnished 
from other sources than the town funds, for which 
reason its budget and accounts are drawn up and 
discussed separately. 

Under the 2nd magistrate there is the whole 
national school, which is managed, however, really 
by the school board, a large committee whose 
members are mostly chosen by the town council. 
These elect their own chairman, and discuss all 
questions relating to the national school; and they 
prepare all budgets and proposals for grants before 
they are laid before the town council by the magi- 

4 
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strate and "forinandskab". Under the same magi- 
strate are further all matters of cultural interest, 
and all schools and municipal educational institu- 
tions other than the national school, e. g. the tech- 
nical school, the special school, the seamen's, en- 
gineers' and stewards' schools. Tank's municipal 
"middle school", the female industrial school, etc.;. 
also the municipal assessment committee, market 
trade, all matters relating to the sale of spirituous 
liquors, police matters, municipal burials, the church- 
yards, etc. 

Under the 3rd magistrate there is the relief of 
the poor, among other things. This, however, is 
administered by a special committee, the poor board, 
most of whose members are elected by the town 
council for a period of 3 years, their chairman 
being the 3rd burgomaster. The poor relief com- 
mission of Bergen is constituted on the principle 
of the well-known Elberfeld system, with unpaid 
district managers and guardians, among whom the 
town is divided, in a number of poor districts. 
The system is humane but exepensive. Under this 
division are also the department for street-cleansing 
and sewage-removal, the sanitary commission, 
and hospitals and lunatic asylums, as also the ta- 
king of the census and the arrangement of muni- 
cipal and political elections. 
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The co-operation of the magistrate with the 
town-council is effected by means of a number of 
municipal committees or boards, in which the "for- 
mandskab" is generally represented by at least 
one member. The committees are chosen partly by 
the "formandskab", partly by the council, and 
their time of office is in most cases of the same 
length as the municipal election period. If any 
of the magistrates is a member, he is as a rule 
the chairman of the committee. 

Some of the largest and most important muni- 
cipal committees or boards, such as the harbour 
commission, the school and poor relief boards, have 
been mentioned above. We will now add only 
those whose operations, which are of more than 
ordinary importance, will be apparent from their 
name. 
1st magistrate's division. 

Finance committee. 

Road-regulation. 

Roads commission. 

Inspection of municipal property. 

Lighting. 
2nd magistrate's division. 

Municipal burial-grounds. 

Beer, wine and spirits matters. 

(The 2nd burgomaster generally attends the 

meetings, but without being a member.) 
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3rd magistrate's division. 

Sewage-removal inspection. 

Free medical treatment. 
Committees without magistracy members. 

Maintenance of municipal buildings. 

Inspection of lunatic asylums. 

Inspection of municipal infirmaries. 

Municipal baths. 

People's kitchen. 
Other important municipal committees. 

Building commission. 

Board of health. 

Market-places. 

For the arrangement of special matters, special 
committees are appointed. 



The economic interests which it is the duty of 
the Bergen municipality to guard, may be best under- 
stood by a glance at the municipal budgets, those 
of the town funds, the harbour funds, and the 
lighting. 

The largest of these is that of the town funds. 
For 1907 this balances with over 4V2 million kr. 

The following are the most important items of 
expenditure : 
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Administration, accounts, assessment committee 

kr. 135,000 
Courts of justice, police & fire brigade „ 365,000 
Engineer's office, roads, sewage, and 

street-lighting „ 240,000 

Board of health, hospitals, lunatic 

asylum, sewage-removal, public baths „ 600,000 
Waterworks, people's kitchen, market 

places, weighing-houses „ 166,000 

Board of education: 

National school kr. 579.000 

Other schools ,. 221.000 qqq qqq 

Cultural objects „ 31,000 

Poor relief: 

The poor board kr. 724,200 

Workhouse 109,350 

Municipalpensionsfund,, 84,950 

Free hospital treatment 

for unrelieved needy „ 46,000 gg . ^qq 

Municipal loans: 

Loans from 1st January, 1907 

kr. 11,069,265 

Interest kr. 404,271 

Instalment paid off „ 397,756 
Interest of new loans 

entered as 91,000 og^ q^^ 
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Of the municipal sources of income without 
income tax, which for 1907 are put at about 
1,780,000 kr., we will here give only the more 
importatnt. 

Taxes on spuits, beer and wine ... kr. 85,800 

Sweeping rate „ 41,500 

Board of health, hospitals, lunatic 

asylum, sewage-removal, public baths „ 385,600 

Municipal trade: 

Waterworks kr. 170,000 

People's kitchen ... „ 83,000 
Markets, weighing- 
houses 57,000 

kr. 310,000 

Gas-works' surplus. ,. 75,000 

Electric works' „ . , . 33,000 418 000 

Rent of municipal buildings, ground 

rent and leases „ 80,000 

Board of education: 

Government grant to national school 

kr. 106,000 

Ditto to other schools ,, 68,500 

kr. 174,500 
School fees and other 
sources of income „ ^'^P9 242 000 
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Poor relief: 

Poor board kr. 85,000 

Workhouse ,, 105,000 j^^.^ -j.90 000 

Interest and instalment paid oif on 

municipal capital „ 240,000 

Not including the so-called "priest-tax", which 
by law is levied separately upon property and 
income among the various congregations in the place 
of oiferings to paid priests and clerks, and over 
whose amount the town council have no control, 
the sum of 2,664,000 is put down as property and 
income tax for 1907. 

Of this, as already mentioned, Va will be obtained 
from real property, and Va from property and 
income, or respectively 888,000 kr. and 1,776,000 kr. 

The value of real property in 1906 was esti- 
mated at more than 113,000,000 the assessed pro- 
perty being 104,000,000, and the ratable income 
more than 12,000,000. The tax percentages were 
respectively 7.60 per mille, 2 per cent., and 13.84 
per cent. 

Of the other municipal budgets, the so-called 
special budgets, that of the gas-works is the largest. 
It shows total receipts for 1907 of 472,000 kr. 
This covers, in addition to the working expenses, 
the interest and instalments paid off on the capital 
sunk in the works, leaving the sum of 105,000 
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kr., of which 30,000 is set aside for new gas- 
works now in course of erection, and 75,000 kr. 
is placed, as the town budget shows, to the town 
funds. 

The total receipts of the electric works arc 
given as 230,000 kr., which covers working ex- 
penses, and the interest and instalments on the 
large capital sunk in the affair, and leaves a 
surplus for the town funds of 33,000 kr. 

The budget of the harbour commission shows 
a total expenditure of 172,100 kr., which is co- 
vered by receipts such as wharf dues, buoy dues, 1 
per cent, added to the customs receipts, in accordance 
with § 28, of the harbour law, etc. 



Where it is a question of large undertakings, 
purchase of property, building, starting businesses, 
or other similar things, such as, it may be assu- 
med, will be of long-lasting benefit, there is not, 
as a rule, any voting of supplies in the annual 
budgets, but the amount required is paid out of the 
so-called loan fund, following the separate proposals 
of the magistrate and the ''formandskab". 

By "loan fund" is understood the capital of 
borrowed moneys as it appears in the capital and 
cash accounts of these moneys. 

The grants of the town council out of this 



57 

fund are entered as expenditure as each payment 
is made; and as sources of income to the fund, 
besides the loans taken up, are placed the annual 
instalments paid off on advances and loans for short 
or long periods that this fund has accorded to the 
town funds, lighting works or harbour fund. On the 
profits side are also entered the amounts that come 
in by the sale of municipal land andreal property. 

The loan fund's accounts show at any time the 
amount of borrowed moneys available. 

Bergen's municipal debts, as already mentioned, 
at present amount to more than 11,000,000 kr., but 
the loan-fund accounts show that there is only 
about 350,000 kr. available, and as there aie great 
matters awaiting accomplishment, a new loan will 
soon have to be taken up. 

The town funds, as mentioned above, undertake 
the annual interest and paying off of the debt, in 
all 800,000 kr. 

The financial position of the corporation may bo 
characterised as satisfactory. Their debts are not 
disproportionately large, and the condition of the 
town on the whole is sound and inspires confidence. 

As its development is gradual . and sure, it may 
be hoped that the economic prospects of the corpo- 
ration are good, if guided with a careful and far- 
seeing policy. 



THE BERGEN MUNICIPAL PENSION FUND. 

BY DIRECTOR ANDOR HOEL. 

Until quite recently, pensions to municipal ser- 
vants were voted by the town council, each sepa- 
I'ately. In former times, these grants of pensions 
were principally to certain groups of servants (na- 
tional school teachers, superior functionaries); but 
gradually it developed in such a way, that every 
one in the service of the municipality might hope 
to receive a pension from it, even the regular 
workmen. On the other hand, the corporation had 
never recognised any obligation to pension the 
Avidows of municipal servants. The want of a 
lixed pensionning arrangement under these cir- 
cumstances became more and more urgent, and on 
the 12th September, 1900, the "formandskab" 
appointed a commission for the discussion of this 
question. After lengthy preparatory work, this 
commission, and a subsequently appointed smaller 
one, brought forward their proposals of the 18th 
November, 1901, and the 14th October, 1902; but 
the great economic importance of the matter was 
not yet understood, and the proposals did not gain 
the approval of the municipal council. 
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In the mean time pensions were granted in 
ever-increasing numbers; but the feeling that this 
would not do in the long run was steadily gaining 
ground. Two new pension commissions were ap- 
pointed, and after fresh, comprehensive preparatory 
labour, the proposals of the last of these commis- 
sions were unanimously accepted by the Bergen 
town council on the 14th December. 1906. 

» 

The municipal pension fund thus started is in 
the main built upon the following principles: 

1. Municipal servants are compelled to resign 
their offices at fixed limits of age. This is 
put, with some exceptions, at 66 years, the 
exceptions — police and firemen, female teachers 
and a few others — at 60. 

2. On reaching the age-limit (and in certain cases 
on an earlier resignation), they receive a pre- 
viously fixed pension. The widow of a mu- 
nicipal servant entitled to a pension, also 
receives a pension. 

The regulation amount of pension is given 
as a percentage of the servant's fixed highest 
yearly wage. The percentage is 55 on all 
wages up to 1000 kr., and diminishes by 0.002 
for every krone of wage above 1000 kr. 

The regulation widow's pension is 24 per 
cent, of the husband's yearly wage up to 1000 
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kr. + 16 per cent, of that part of the wage 
between 1000 and 2000 kr. + 8 per cent, of 
wage exceeding the latter, but always within 
a minimum and maximum of 240 and 700 kr. 
per annum respectively. 

3. All expenses in connection with the carrying 
out of pension arrangements are borne by the 
municipality, the servants on their side contri- 
buting a proportion of their wages in monthly 
instalments, reckoned as follows: 

3V2 per cent, of that part of the wage that 
is below 1000 kr. -|- 4 per cent, of that part 
that is between 1000 and 2000 kr. + 4V2 
per cent, of anything above the latter amount. 

Certain servants (male teachers especially), who 
are partly paid and pensioned by the State, pay 
reduced percentages and receive reduced pensions. 

It has been resolved to include about 900 
municipal servants in the pension fund. As many 
of these, when the fund was started, had already 
been for a long time in the service of the town, 
and both their own and the town's contributions 
for previous years were wanting, the pension fund 
began with a deficit of more than IV4 million kro- 
nes. This so called "wanting premium reserve", 
has been taken over by the town to be paid off 
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according to given regulations in 50 years. Up to 
the middle of that period, the town's annual 
expenditure in respect of the pensioning, will 
gradually rise, and after that decrease again. For 
the first year it amounts to about 90,000 kr. 



THE "SAMLAG". 

BY KRISTKN FAYE, COUNSELLOR-AT-LAW. 

The foundation of the Samlag is a conscious 
effort of Norwegian legislation to restrict the use 
of spirits and drinks of which they form a part, 
and, as one may say, the keystone of the building. 
Its a im is not to prevent the use of spirits, but 
:o control it and regulate it by as far as possible 
preventing abuse. 

It would have been impossible without long 
previous attention being paid to the distinguishing 
by legislation of all other trade from that in spirits, 
to have founded even in the seventies in most 
Norwegian towns, a samlag which is now acknow- 
ledged on all sides to have fulfilled its purpose. 

The liquor law of 1845 provided that new 
freedom of the city as trader did not give any 
right to the sale of spirits, and that as traders 
with the freedom of the city older than the trade 
law of 1842 died, or gave up their citizenship, 
the right to "on" and "off" sale of spirits was to 
be left with a limited number of persons, who 
obtained the right to trade in spirits. 
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These persons could sell spirits in any quantity, 
while the right of the other burgess-traders was 
restricted to the sale of quantities above 40 litres. 

The act of the 9th June, 1866, did away with 
the possibility of acquiring citizenship as a trader 
in spirits, and made the practice of this trade de- 
pendent on a licence, which could be granted by 
the magistrate and local board of a town, though 
*not for a longer period than 5 years at a time, 
but for any shorter. 

When the number of those persons who, with 
the authority of citizenship, had a legal right to 
trade in spirits, gradually diminished, the way was 
open for the institution of the Samlag, the bringing 
toge thereof all sale of spirits_hito the hands of a 
co mpan y with no economic interest in the yield of 
the business. 

"^^ The idea of gathering all spirit rights under a 
Samlag originated in Sweden; but on being trans- 
planted into Norwegian soil it acquired, as it 
would appear, a better development, i n that the 
profits, instead of going to the municipal revenues 
and to lighten the burden of the rates, were to be 
employed exclusively in objects of general utility, 
and by legislation could not be utilised for ex- 
penses chargeable on the municipal funds. 

The act of the 3rd May, 1871, permitted the 
founding of Samlags, and this permission was little 
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by little taken advantage of by most towns in the 
country. The old spirit rights were expropriated, 
and the Samlags established shops and bars in 

I 

■ wide, oi)en streets, and under the strictest control. 

For the Samlags first established, it was rather 
difficult to collect the necessary capital, as the 
interest was limited to 5 per cent, notwithstanding 
that the amounts with which the work was started 
were small enough — for Bergen, for instance, 
80,000 kr. — ; while the later Samlags had no 
difficulty in this respect. 

Notwithstanding that everything was done by 
the Samlags to limit the sale, they unavoidably had 
a considerable surplus after paying their share- 
holders 5 per cent interest on their shares; and 
this surplus, according to the statutes, which varied 
somewhat for the various Samlags, was distributed 
among objects of general benefit. 

If it is asked whether the total sale decreased 
with the establishment of the Samlags, the answer 
is the same from all the towns. The transfer of 
the wholesale and retail sale of spirits from pri- 
vate licensees to Samlags has always reduced the 
consumption and considerably improved the condi- 
tion of sobrietv. and has thus contributed to the 
economic and moral well-being of the population. 

In the distribution of the profits, various con- 
siderations have been put forward. The Samlags 
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have contributed to homes for children, educational 
institutions, asylums for work-people, temperance 
societies, public baths, deaconesses' institutions, 
towards means of instruction such as museums, 
workmen's colleges and theatres, as also to public 
parks and sports grounds. It may be said on the 
whole that a large number of those institutions in 
the towns that raise the level of the ordinary 
man's mind, and develope his feeling for nature 
and ai-t, have received assistance and support from 
jthe Samlags. 

This condition of affairs came, however, to a 
sudden end with the Act of 1894, which called 
in 65 per cent, of the revenues of the Samlags 
into the State funds, from which, however, ac- 
cording to a subsequent resolution of the Storthing, 
it is to be separated and applied to an invalid 
fund. According to the Act, the Samlag corpo- 
rations moreover received 15 per cent., while the 
Samlag retained only 20 per cent.; and this, by 
a subsequent Act, was reduced to 10 per cent, for 
the benefit of the rural districts. 

The amounts that have been at the disposal of . 
the Samlags, have been by no means small, as 
will be understood when it is stated that between 
1875 and 1906, the Bergen Samlag has paid out 
a surplus of 4,322,192 kr., and the other Samlags 
in proportion. 

5 
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By the Act of 1894, another and a still more 
important change in the condition of the Samlags 
was introduced. This was to give an opportunity 
every six years for every adult man and womauj 
to determine by vote whether there should be a 
Samlag in the towns or not, practically speaking, 
whether there should be lawful opportunity of 
^buying spirits in the municipality or not. 

In certain towns, the Samlags have been abo- 
lished by vote, whether to the advantage of so- 
briety or not is open to question, as in towns where 
they have been abolished, they are once more re- 
established. 

The Samlag, as a stage in development, is uni- 
versally recognised as a very important step in 
the progress of sobriety. Most educated and en- 
lightened men go still further, and are of opinion 
that the sale of spirits through the Samlag under 
the existing social conditions in Norway, is arranged 
in the best way, although they are not blind to 
the fact that the principle, in its various applica- 
tions, is a matter for development and improve- 
ment, as they do not believe in the possibility of 
putting a stop to all spirit-drinking. 



OUR FIGHT WITH TUBERCULOSIS. 

BT KLAUS HANSSEN, CHIEF PHYSICIAN AND SIGY. MADSElt M. D. 

Condition of Health. 

Bergen is a healthy town, and becomes more so 
as the carrying out of hygienic reform progresses. 
From a death-rate in the 5 years 1870 to 1875 
of 25 per thousand, there has been a steady decrease 
down to 14 per thousand during the last period 
of 5 years. 

Bergen has good waterworks with excellent 
water from neighbouring lakes. The drainage is 
improved every year, and is now very nearly 
satisfactory. There are three public baths, two 
hot and cold fresh water, and one sea-water. 

The hospitals are old and insufficient. A large 
new one is being erected. The new lunatic asylum 
has been built at Neevengaarden. 

In Bergen, as in all towns of the present day, 
tuberculosis occupies a prominent place. The fight 
with this disease was begun at the beginning of 
the nineties with explanatory lectures, pamphlets, 
newspaper articles, etc., and this work is still 
continued. 
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On the 1st January, 1901, the tuberculosis 
law came into force. From that time the fight 
with the tuberculous diseases has been carried on 
with greater energy and more eifect than before. 
One of the most eifective means of combating these 
diseases, namely, special hospitals, were, it is true, 
as yet non-existent in the west of Norway. But 
this want was soon to be supplied, for in 1902 
the Lyster Sanatorium for consumptives was opened. 

The seaside hospital at Hageyik in Os had 
indeed been opened in 1893, but from the first it 
had been a combination of seaside hospital for 
scrofulous children, and a convalescent home for 
women of the poorer classes. Owing to the na- 
ture of the circumstances too, it was at first only 
the lighter forms of scrofula that could be treated. 
The number of scrofulous children, however, who 
sought admission to Hagevik soon became so large, 
that room had to be found elsewhere for the 
convalescent women; and for the last 7 or 8 years, 
all the beds in the hospital were at the disposal 
of scrofulous children. At present all forms of 
bone, joint and glandular tuberculosis, light as well 
as serious, are treated at Hagevik ; and next sum- 
mer, when the new hospitals buildings are completed, 
there will be room for about 100 children there. 
As far as the west of Norway is concerned, the 
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greatest want in this respect will then be supplied. 
The Hagevik seaside hospital has been erected 
with funds given partly by the Bergen "samlag" 
and savings bank, partly, and by no means the 
smallest part, by private individuals in Bergen. It 
stands there as a beautiful testimony to the libe- 
rality of the Bergen citizens, when the question 
is one of sanitary and humanitarian undertakings. 
The hospital is in receipt of a government grant 
towards its working expenses. 

Lyster Sanatorium, as already mentioned, was 
opened in 1902. The fact that is was not sooner 
ready for occupation, was not owing to any want 
of energy or labour on the part of those who had 
set about the realisation of this project. The his- 
tory of the sanatorium may perhaps be known. 
We will only mention here that it was erected 
with money belonging to St. Jorgen's Hospital in 
Bergen. Owing to the steady decrease of leprosy, 
the work of St. Jorgen's Hospital became more 
and more superfluous ; but it was only after lengthy 
negotiations with the various authorities, that per- 
mission was finally obtained to employ a portion 
of the hospital's wealth in the erection of Lyster 
Sanatorium. 

Bergen and the west of Norway have now, in 
this sanatorium, an altogether up-to-date and well- 
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Barrangcd tutoreulosis hospital, in which the most 
[BDgerous and deadly form of the disease, con- 
mption, can receive a rational treatment at the 
jest stage for its cure. It need hardly he said 
that applications for admission to Lyster Sana- 

^torium are numerous. It is to be lioped that he- 




pore many years ai'e past, the results of its work 

" ^vill appear in a decrease in consumption in the 

west of Norway. We possess in Lyster and 

HagevTk strong supports and great aids in the 

trugglo witli tuberculosis; but there is still much 

I be done. We are still, for instance, in great 

I of intii-maries and homes for the chronic and 
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incurable forms of tuberculosis, although in this 
matter also, great efforts are being made. The 
town of Bergen is comparatively fortunate, as for 
several years now we have been able to use Lunge- 
gaard Hospital for chronic forms of tuberculosis, 
especially consumption in its more advanced stages. 
At Voss too, there has been a home for chronic 
consumption for several years; and there is also 
one in Hardanger. But more homes of this de- 
scription are needed. 

It should also be stated that there is a com- 
mittee in Bergen that endeavours to assist con- 
sumptive patients who have been at a sanatorium, 
but are not yet able to undertake full day's work 
in the positions which they pre\iously occupied. 
The fight with tuberculosis is going on well. The 
tuberculosis law has certainly shown its beneficial 
influence in many ways, and ominous prophecies of 
its injurious consequences in various ways, have 
not been fulfilled. It is too soon as yet to demand 
clear and evident results from these years of 
combat with the disease; but the statistics regard- 
ing the mortality from tuberculosis in Bergen, al- 
ready seem to show that the work has not been 
in vain. 

Up to 1894 the mortality from this disease 
was increasing, and in that yeai* reached 35 in 
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10,000. Since then it has decreased steadily, and 
in 1905 was as low as 18 in 10,000. But then 
nowhere throughout the country has the fight with 
tuberculosis been more persevering and with clearer 
aim than in Bergen, where the doctors and the 
municipal authorities have worked well together. 



OUR FIGHT WITH LEPROSY. 

BT G. ARMAUEB HANSEN, CHIEF PHYSICIAN. 

There are two leper hospitals in Bergen, St. 
Jorgen's and "Pleistiftelsen No. 1", both only for 
the nursing and isolation of the lepers. Leprosy- 
has been very wide-spread in Norway. This was 
only really understood after the late Dr. Danielssen's 
investigations in the forties. At that time there 
was only St. Jorgen's Hospital, which had been 
in existence in the Middle Ages, hospitals for the 
tending of lepers, called elsewhere in Europe laza- 
rettos or lazar houses, being called in Scandinavia 
St. J0rgen's houses. The "Pleiestiftelse" was first 
taken into use in 1857, being built and maintained 
by the State. In 1861, two new hospitals, built 
by the State, were opened, one at Molde, the other 
at Troudhjem. As the State paid all the expenses 
of nursing, and most of the lepers are poor, the 
hospitals were soon filled, and in 1860 and subse- 
quent years housed between 700 and 800 lepers. 
The result of these proceedings was that whereas 
in 1865 there were 2870 lepers in Norway, there 
are now only about 400. 
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Under these circumstances there is no longer 
any need for so many hospitals, and therefore that 
at Molde has been converted into a consumption 
hospital, and the St. Jorgen's funds have been em- 
ployed in building a consumption hospital in Sogn. 
Moreover no patients are now admitted at St. 
Jorgen's, so that when those now living there die, 
the hospital will disappear. St. Jorgen's had its 
own property, acquired in earlier ages by the lev- 
ying of a tax on every farm in the province of 
N. Bergenhus. 

The "Pleiestiftelse", which can accommodate 
only 270 patients, and which formerly had that 
number, has now between 90 and 100. It is not, 
of course, arranged like a modern hospital, as it 
is not calculated to cure the patients, but only to 
tend them well. The patients, most of whom are 
more or less able to work, may work for others, 
and whatever they thus earn they may keep. As 
leprosy is considered to be infectious, it might be 
thought that in this there was danger to other 
people; but during all the years the hospital has 
existed, and the people in the town have bought 
articles made there, there has not been a single 
instance known of leprosy having spread from the 
hospital, not even during the years when it was not 
thought that the disease was infectious, and there- 
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fore no cleansing of the articles made in the hos- 
pital was done, as is now the custom. 

Medical men only are allowed to visit the hos- 
pital; the ordinary tourist is not admitted. Visits 
should if possible be made between 8 and 9 a. m., 
when the doctor goes his rounds. 



OUR HIGHER SCHOOLS. 

BY K. BREKKE, SCHOOL PRINCIPAL. 

The town has seven schools for higher general 
education, one of them being a government school 
(Bergen Cathedral School), one a municipal school 
(Tank's school), and the remainder private schools. 
Four of them are exclusively girls' schools, Ham- 
bro's school is a boys' school (girls admitted to 
the "gymnasium"), the Cathedral School and Tank's 
were originally boys' schools, but also admit girls, 
the first having done so since 1896, the second 
since 1906. There is a "gymnasium" at the Cathe- 
dral School and at Hambro's. 

According to the law af 1896, the school for higher 
general education consists of generally a four-years (for 
girls* schools also a five-years) "middle school" (normal age 
11 — 15) and a three-years "gymnasium" (normal age 16 — 18). 
In the last two years, the gymnasium divides into 3 lines, 
the "real" line (principally mathematics and natural science), 
the languages and history line (principally modem languages 
and history) and the languages and history line with Latin 
(Latin the chief subject). The "middle school" is built 
upon the 2nd division of the national school; the above- 
named private schools, however, all have their own five-years 
preparatory schools (see below re Tank's school). The town 
has further several private five-years preparatory schools, 
the largest being Anna Hansen's boys' school, Oscars Gade 



^^He, HDd M. Heiberg'A boys' xchool, Veetre Torv Gade 11. ^^H 
^^^Kl 1906, 60 per cent of the newlj- admitted pupUs in Tank'x ^^^| 
^^^^Kcliool were from the nutionsl school, in the other schools ^^^H 
^^Hn iiverftge per ^^H 

^^B The Cathedral School (Oscars Gado 36, near ^^H 
^^^Kie cathedral), middle school and gymnasium (all ^^^| 
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BERGEN CATHKORAt, SCHOOL ^^H 

nes). Annual income from school property, 28,000 ^^H 
[T., interest of bequest (for pupils) 800 kr. In ^^| 
SOii, 303 pupils. ^^^1 

Probably founded in the latter half of the 12th rentury, ^^^| 
nd aKsocJated with the cathedral and chapter aa an eccU- ^^^H 
Matical in»titatioii. Stood on Holmen (Bergeniius). Wlien ^^^| 
11 ecclesiastical huildinge in Bergen were pulled down in ^^^H 
181 by the order of "the church -robber", Eske BUde, and ^^^H 
hhop Geble Pederasou turned the Gray Pilars' Monnalery ^^H 
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in Vaagsbunden into an episcopal residence, and the monas- 
tery church into a cathedral, he placed the school in the 
cathedral close, towards the north. The building was burnt 
down several times, the last time in 1702 (the year in which 
Ludvig Hoi berg left it for the university). The building 
then erected (now Lille 0vre Gade 38) was used until 1840, 
when the episcopal residence and garden were purchased, 
and the present school building erected. A third storey 
was added in 1884. The old building is now used as an 
asylum for old people. The principal's house ("Hseggen") 
was built in 1903, behind the cathedral. 

Between 175? and 1808 the Seminarium Fridericianum 
was attached to the cathedral school. It was planned by 
Bishop Pontoppidan as a kind of higher "real" school for 
the highest form cathedral school boys — who thus were 
pupils of both schools at the same time — in order to give 
them a more complete general education. Subjects — mo- 
ral philosophy, physics (after 1781, navigation and geo- 
graphy took the place of these), French, German, history of 
literature. Twelve boarders taken, board and instruction 
free, and also scholarships. Closed in 1808 for want of 
pupils. The original building of 1752, south of the cathe- 
dral school ground (now As}^ Plads 2), was sold in 1812 
to the "real" school newly founded in 1806 upon Lyder 
Sagen's plan (closed 1849), afterwards (1851) to the Bergen 
Home for Children. 

^ Tank's School (corner of Oscars Gade and 
Domkirke Gade). Middle school with 3 prepara- 
tory classes (3rd to 5th), which are gradually being 
done away with. Since 1899, 15 national school 
boys have been admitted every year, by competi- 
tion, as free scholars (in 1906 also 12 girls). Ca- 
pital 194,600 kr. In 1906 there were 314 pupils. 
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Erected in 1850 with money bequeathed ill 1803 by 
Hans Tank, merchant, and his wife Marie Tank, the interest 
of which was to be employed, among other things, in the 
erection of a civic [school and a "real" school in Bergen, 
when the capital had increased to 60,000 rix dollars, Danish 
coinage. The plan is 3 elementary classes, 5 "real" classes 
(the last two-years), and above these 2 mercantile classes. 
Nothing came, however, of the last section at first. From 
1857 to 1863 there was a technical section, based upon the 
3 elementary classes, for "intending technicists and artisans". 
The school was turned into a middle school in 1871 (this 
time six-years), with 3 elementary classes, to which, in 1872 
was attached a two-years mercantile section, which, in vari- 
ous forms and with short inteiTuptions, existed until 1904, 
when, together with the afternoon and evening courses in 
mercantile subjects, connected with the school, it was closed 
at the time when the Bergen Mercantile College was founded. 
In 1888 the school had been taken over by the municipality. 

Hambro's School (Mus6 Gade 7, just opposite 
the little Lungegaard Water). Preparatory school, 
middle school, gymnasium (all lines). Own school- 
building in 1888. In 1906 there were 314 pupils 
(not including those in the course mentioned below). 

Founded in 1878 by E. I. Hambro, principally as a 
mercantile school; turned into a middle school in 1880; 
two-years Latin gymnasium founded in 1882, a three-years 
in 1885, "real" gymnasium in 1891, a practical "real" class 
1888 — 1897. Two-years middle-school course for adults 
(especially lads from the countrjO in 1880, then one-year, 
and since 1906 two-y«»arg again. 

Since 1906, a two-years school for female teachers has 
been associated with the school. 

Fru Grieg's girls' school (Ole Bulls Gade 4). 

Preparatory school and five-years middle school. 

Own school building in 1887. In 1906, 250 pupils. 

6 
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Originally a combination of two schools, the one estab- 
lished in 1817 by Fraulein SchoLtz, taken over in 1850 by 
Fru Reusch, in 1875 by its present head-master, R. Hille, 
and in 1886 by Fru Grieg; the other founded in 1855 by 
Ole Irgens — afterwards school inspector — , who soon 
after took E. Hoick into partnership. The latter took over 
the school alone in 1861, in 1875 it went to Jan Greve, a 
divinity graduate, and in 1887 was taken over by Fru Grieg, 
who united it with the first-mentioned. 

Amalia Hansen's girls' school (Bank Gade 8). 
Preparatory school and five-years middle school. 
In 1906, 202 pupils. 

Founded in 1858 by Frk Johanne Malene Aarestrup, 
and taken over in 1885 by Frk. Hansen. Since 1905, Frk. 
Mathilde Angell has been co-principal. 

Sofle Lindstrom's girls' school (Nordre Foss- 
winckels Gade 7). Preparatory school and five-years 
middle school. Own school building in 1884. ^ In 
1906, 236 pupils. 

Founded in 1881 by Frk. Lindstrem. A cookery school 
for adults is associated with the school. 

U. Pihl's girls' school (corner of Fosswinckels 
Gade and Professor Keysers Gade). Preparatory 
school and five-years middle school. Own school 
building in 1906. In 1906, 390 pupils. 

Established in 1865 by Frk. Pihl, who took over and 
re-formed a small school conducted by Fru Henriette Thrap- 
Meyer (founded in 1848). Taken over in 1882 by N. Aars- 
Nicolaysen, a divinity graduate. A. Irgens, divinity graduate, 
became co-principal in 1902. 



THE BERGEN NATIONAL SCHOOL. 

BY JAKOB NORBY, SCHOOL INSPECTOR. 

According to the census of children of the 
legal age for instruction in Bergen in 1906, the 
numbers were as follows: 




Between the ages of 6V2 
and 15 

Under 15 but having left 
the school, or being 
exempt from further at- 
tendance (Education Act 
§51) 

Therefore for whom edu- 
cation was compulsory . 
Of these, taught in na- 
' tional schools or branches 
In other schools (between 

7 and 15) 

Taught privately 

Without recognised in- 
struction 



6324 


6393 


12717 


425 


393 


818 


5899 


6000 


11899 


4801 


4728 


9529 


879 


1037 


1916 


15 


16 


31 


54 


51 


105 



738 



420 
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Of the children who were of the legal age for 
instruction, 80.1 per cent were pupils in the na- 
tional school. 

Of those for whom education was compulsory 
(above 7 years of age), 

9109, or 81.6 7o were pupils of the national schools. 
1947, „ 17.5 „ — other schools. 

105, „ 0.9 „ received no instruction. 

The corresponding percentages 5 years earher 
were 79.2, 20, and 0.8. 



The actual number of national scholars, in- 
cluding children who were admitted although they 
had not attained the legal age for instruction — 
6V2 ye ars ^ -, and also some pupils living outside 
le town boundaries, at the beginning of the school 
year of 1906, was 9659, 4861 being boys, and 
4796 girls. 
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The following table shows the distribution of 
these pupils over the various schools. 



sijdni JO 
J9qmn^ 



t^OiOOOi-«OG<IOCOOOO 

• •••••••••• 

w^ CO CO ^H CO CO CO G^ "H CO 



CO 



CO 
CO 



S988BIQ JO 

isqinn^ 






o 
H 



« 



O 






o 

o 
C3Q 



C0<NCOiOC<II>'*-IO5tJ<iOtJ< 
CO CO CO CO ^ tH lO 



00 



•<tl'<^'<^l>.Oi»00»0'<*lcOCO 
O Ol O (N -"^ »0 CX) 



CO 



(N'<*lC0C<100'-t<'<*lC0i-ico^ 
05 CO lO CO t* (M Oi 



00 



t^-OCNCOCOl^OOSOSiOOO 

i—t CO iO CO CO CO 05 



CO 

00 



c 



S a 

3 S 



.5 o 
o w 



m 



CQ 



a 






bo 




c 

o 





• 

o 






'O 




O 




^ 






> 






S-H F— I 

S *o 

o w 

3 o o 

H-S '^ 'P 

<=> ^ 



c3 

o 

EH 



o 

> 

• fH 

JO 



o 
o 



00 
<N 



00 
05 









CQ 
CQ 



o 



o 

EH 



86 



The following is an enumeration of the national 
school buildings, with the rooms they contain. 



School 



©5 




c3 


o 


o 


o 

P5 



Other rooms 



Outer Sandviken 



Inner Sandviken: 
Sandviken new buil- 
ding 

Ellerhusens annex . 
Smaamollens „ 



Krohnengen 



Ovregaden : 

Ovregaden \ 

Kristi Krybbe ... J 



26 
3 J 



19 



15 



1 teachers' room. 

3 teachers' rooms, 
office, natural sci- 
ence room, singing 
room, gymnasium, 
2 sloid rooms, 
bath-room, school- 
kitchen, dining- 
room, porter's 
rooms. 

Teachers' room, of- 
fice, natural sci- 
ence and singing 
room, gymnasium, 
2 sloid rooms, 
porter's rooms. 
f2 teachers' rooms, 
office, natural sci- 
ence room, gymna- 
sium, 2 sloid rooms, 
porter's rooms. 



School 


i i 

6 ^ 


Other rooms 


Lungegaarden: 
Musre building- ...\ 

7 Allehelgensgade. / 

Dragefjcldet 

Fortunen : 

11 Fortunen 1 

8 Engen J 


18 

21 
13 


2 teachers' rooms, 
office, natural sci- 
ence room, singing 
rooni, gymnasium, 
sloid room, school 
kitchen, porter's 
rooms; also board- 
room and school- 
inspector's office. 

3 teachers' rooms, 
office, natural sci- 
ence room, hall 
(also singing and 
dining room), gym- 
nasium, 2 sloid 
rooms, 2 bath- 
rooms, porter's 
room. 

2 teachers' rooms 
(one also the of- 
fice), natural sci- 
ence room, gym- 
nasium, 2 sloid 
rooms, porter's 
rooms. 
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School 


Class 
Rooms 


Other rooms 


Nordnses 


28 


3 teachers' rooms, 
office, natural sci- 
ence room, singing 
and manual work 
> room, gymnasium. 




2 sloid rooms, bath- 
room, school kit- 
chen, dining room, 
j porter's rooms. 



The usual size of the class-rooms in the more 
recently built schools is about 52 sq. metres in 
area, and 200 cubic metres in capacity. With the 
normal number of pupils in a class — 35 — , this 
gives about 1.5 sq. metres and 5.8 cubic metres 
to each child. 

In the older buildings the class-rooms are some- 
times a little above, sometimes a little below the 
usual measurements. 

The staff of the national schools is as follows: 
1 inspector. Salary 5000 kr. and 400 kr. for of- 
fice allowance. 
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6 masters. Salary 2800 kr. to 3400 kr. with 

600 kr. for house-rent. 
42 second masters. Salary 2200—2600 kr. (1 

present superintendent master and 1 former have 

further 500 kr. for house-rent). 
42 assistant masters. Salary 1400—2000 kr. 
84 female teachers. Salary 1300—1600 kr. 
84 assistant female teachers. Salary 1000—1200 kr. 
3 drawing-masters. Salary 1200—1400 kr. (an 

additional 100 kr. to one of them). 
3 drawing-mistresses. Salary 1100—1300 kr. 
2 domestic economy mistresses. Salary 900 — 
1000 kr. 

The following are also in the service of the 
school : 

6 porters, wages 900 — 1100 kr., house, lighting 
and firing; 1 porter, wages 400 kr., house, lighting 
and firing; 1 sloid repairer, 1000 kr.; 1 messenger, 
600 kr. In the winter the porters at the schools 
with central heating and baths have assistants. 
The porters' wives act as bath-attendants. 

The following table shows the number of les- 
sons at present given in the various subjects in 
the ordinary classes. 
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Domestic economy is a voluntary subject (for 
pupils in the 2 highest classes of girls). There are 
3 school kitchens (at the Sandviken, Lungegaarden 
and Nordnes schools), which can take 600 pupils 
in every year's course. 

The school attendance may be considered very 
good, and, as regards absences without valid reason, 
has improved of late years. The following table 
illustrates this. 
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The Bergen municipal reformatory school, es- 
tablished in 1900 in accordance with the Act of 
the 6th June, 1896, re the treatment of destitute 
children, admits, for a period not exceeding 6 
months, boys who play truant, or behave badly at 
school. The school is a boarding-school, where the 
pupils receive board and clothing, and instruction 
in the ordinary school subjects and in handicraft 
(shoe-making and brush-making). At present this 
school is on municipal property, Aarstad Farm, 
just outside the town boundary, and can accommo- 
date 20 pupils. Its officers consist of a manager, 
a matron, a work superintendent, an assistant teacher 
and two maids. Further superintendence is given 
by a committee appointed by the School Board. 

Needy children receive from the school the 
the necessary assistance in clothing (especially shoes) 
and books, etc., for their attendance at school and 
instruction. In the budget of 1906, these expenses 
are entered as 4000 kr. and 5000 kr. respectively. 

The supplying of meals to needy children — 
hot dinner 4 days in the week from October to 
May — has been carried on since 1897, under the 
management of a committee appointed by the School 
Board, who judge the applications for participation 
in the meals. The number of children fed has 
varied from about 9 per cent, to about 7 per cent, 
of the total number of pupils. 
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The health of the national school is under the 
supervision of 6 doctors. A specialist has also 
been engaged since 1904 for the treatment of needy 
children for diseases of the nose, ear, and eye. 

Continuation classes for young people who have 
completed their national school course have been 
held since 1901 in evening courses from Sep- 
tember to April. In one course (for both boys and 
girls), in 10 hours weekly instruction, Norwegian, 
arithmetic, book-keeping and English have been 
taught; in another (for girls only), Norwegian, 
arithmetic, needlework, housekeeping, hygiene and 
sociology. 

The management of the school affairs is in the 
hands of the School Board, with the school in- 
spector as the head. 

The school board consists of 23 voting members, 
of whom 17 are elected by the town council, 1 by 
the aldermen, 3 (priests) by the bishop, and 2 
(1 male and 1 female teacher) by the teachers. 
The head of the 2nd magistrate's department and 
the school inspector take part in the school board 
proceedings as consulting members. . 

The national school expenditure and receipts 
during the last financial year (1905) were as follows: 

Expenditure. 
Salaries, including the Corporation expenses for 
substitutes kr. 444,726.86 
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Furniture and educational appliances kr. 18,136.69 

School-books, etc. for needy children „ 4,901.40 

Management „ 2,357.24 

Maintenance of school buildings . „ 12,110.49 

Fuing, lighting and cleaning .... „ 42,798.82 

Pensions „ 12,950.00 

Various expenses „ 47,635.38 

Total kr. 585,616.88 

Receipts. 

Government grant . kr. 101,812.00 
Interest on bequests „ 4,920.57 
Proceeds of timber- 
measuring „ 1,505.00 

Corporation gran t. . ,. 477,37 9.31 ^^ gg^ 616.88 

The net amount paid by the Corporation per 
pupil for the working of the school, reckoned from 
the average number of pupils for the year (9181) 
was kr. 51.99 in 1905. 



THE BERGEN MERCANTILE COLLEGE. 




The Berg-en Mercantile College/ which com- 
menced operations in the antumo of 1904, was 
founded by subscription among the Bergen mercan- 
tile class, whereby about 90,000 kr. was collected, 
which has principally been employed in the erection 
of a school building. The committee for the em* 
plojment of Johan Thesen's bequest to the town 
of Bergen, also contributed 6500 kr. for furniture 
and fittings, and further promised future grants 
amounting to 13,500 kr. 

The municipal board has given the site for 
the building, and promised an annual grant of 
10,000 kr, towards the maintenance of the school. 
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A bequest of 80,000 kr. was made to the col- 
lege by the merchant, C. Sundt, the interest of 
which is to go to scholarships; and another of 
15,000 kr. by the merchant Jacob Bentzon, which, 
by the testator's wish, is to be employed as the 
college board may determine. The statutes pro- 
posed for the lattier bequest, which have not yet 
received royal sanction, aim at the extension of 
the scope of the college, with the special object 
of associating a more advanced mercantile instruc- 
tion with the present 2-years' course. 

The building, in addition to the head master's 
rooms and porter's, contains 6 claSs rooms, a large 
room called a practical office, furnished with office 
desks for instruction in book-keeping for the 2nd 
class, a chemical laboratory with lecture-room, 
sample room, library, reading-room and head mas- 
ter's office. 

The board consists of the head master and 5 
other men, 2 of whom are chosen by the munici- 
pal board, 2 by the mercantile association, and 
1 by the Exchange committee. It superintends the 
economy and operations of the college, and appoints 
the head-master, teachers and other officers. 

The aim of the college is to train its pupils 
for commerce or other spheres of activity by im- 
parting fundamental theoretical and practical know- 
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ledge, with special reference to the trade of the 
west and north of Norway, fishing and shipping. 

The school is divided into a 2-years morning 
course, intended chiefly for men, and a 1-year 
afternoon course, intended chiefly for women. The 
morning course begins in the latter half of August 
and ends at the beginning of July. The school 
year for the afternoon course is reckoned from 
new-year to new-year. In order to gain admission 
as a regular pupil, the candidate must have passed 
in all subjects of the "middle school" examination, 
or a test examination at the college, in which the 
same previous knowledge is required as in the 
"middle school" examination, as far as those sub- 
jects are concerned upon which the college instruc- 
tion is based. The fee for the 2-years course is 
240 kr. per annum, and that for the 1-year course 
120 kr. 

The following table gives the division of the 
lessons per week. 
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Subjects 



2-years 
Course 



1st cl. 



2nd cl. 



1-year 
Course 



Book-keeping 

Commercial correspond. 

— arithmetic . 
Trade and exchange . . . 

Norwegian 

German 

English 

French 

Commercial geography . 

— history .... 
Critical knowledge of 

goods, and chemistry. 

Physics 

Writing 

Commercial law 

Political economy 

Short-hand \r^ ( 

Spanish or \ -^ I 

Italian J o [ 



Total 



3 
1 
4 
1 
3 
4 
3 
5 
2 
2 

3 
3 
2 



2 
2 
2 



42 



6*) 

4 
1 
2 
4 
3 
d 
2 
1 

2 
3 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 



42 



4*) 

3 
1 
2 
3 
3 

2(optional) 



22 



*) Including commercial correspondence. 



THE BERriEN TECHlSflCAL SCHOOL. 




The Burg-en Technical School was estabUshed, 
by an Act of Storthing of the 20th April, 187^ 
on the initiative of tho Bergen Artisans' Association; 

From the very first, the school has inekded] 
two essentially dift'erent educational institution! 
under one manag'ement, namely, the technical schooU 
pi'oper, and the night-school, tlie latter intended 
for artisans' apprentices. 
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1. The Technical School 
began operations in September, 1875, as a technical 
"elementary school", and was expressly designated 
as such. Its aim was stated in the. school pro- 
spectus to be the itaparting of the necessary ele- 
mentary knowledge to youths who intend to take 
up technical work or prepare themselves for ad- 
mission to a higher class of educational institute. 
It has a three years course, with instruction in 
the following subjects: 

Elementary mathematics (and surveying). 

Physics, 

Chemistry and mineralogy, 

Mechanics, 

Drawing (free-hand and construction, engineer- 
ing and architectural, shipbuilding) 

Mechanical technology. 

Modelling, 

Languages (Norwegian, German, EngUsh), 

Book-keeping, and 

Statistics (as far as the industries of the 

Scandinavian countries are concerned). 

The instruction in drawing and modelling was 

partly given in evening classes, and combined 

with the corresponding classes of the night-school. 

The school was not planned exclusively with 

an engineer's training in view, and its aim on the 
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whole was not very clearly defined. Very soon, 
moreover, the want of division of subjects made 
itself felt. 

With the increasing need of a thorough tech- 
nical training, the original plan was soon departed 
from, and the aim of the instruction gradually be- 
came to train -young men as engineers. This was 
officially determined in the change of plan in 1890, 
while at the same time the former title of "ele- 
mentary school" was given up. The school now 
had two distinct lines of subjects, and to these a 
third was added in the autumn of 1901. It thus 
now includes (a) a building course (since 1901), 
(b) an engineering course (since 1890), and (c) a 
chemistry course (since 1890). 

The whole course is still a 3-years course (3 
courses of one year, with about 40 hours' instruc- 
tion a week in each course). The subjects are 
divided at the second year, the first year being a 
common course. 

The instruction includes the following subjects: 
Mathematics (elementary and higher), 
Descriptive geometry and perspective, 
Physics and heat, 
Mechanics, 

Chemistry (organic, and inorganic) and 
mineralogy. 
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Practical chemistry, 

Chemical and mechanical technology, 

Engineering, with drawing. 

Building, with drawing. 

Road, railway, and bridge construction, with 
drawing. 

Hydraulic engineering. 

Free-hand and construction drawing. 

Electricity, 

Surveying, . 

Book-keeping and correspondence, 

Norwegian. 
The subjects are distributed with weight varying 
according to the special requirements of the various 
lines of instruction. 

The school has a fully furnished chemical labora- 
tory for instruction in practical chemistry, large 
collections of instruments, apparatus and other in- 
struction material, which are maintained and supple- 
mented by regular annual grants, as also a large 
and valuable library (between 3000 and 4000 vol- 
umes) consisting chiefly of works on the various 
subjects. 

Both regular and visiting pupils are admitted. 
The number of pupils (at present about 50) has 
varied very greatly from year to year, the varia- 
tions being in exact correspondence with the fluc- 
tuations in the labour market. 



106 

The conditions of admission are that the candi- 
date shall have completed his fifteenth year, and 
either have passed his, "middle school" examination 
in mathematics with "satisfactory" marks, or an 
entrance examination at the school in Norwegian, 
mathematics, or German. 

The school fees are 120 kr. {£ 7.10) per annum 
(for visiting" pupils, 4 kr. per annum for each 
weekly lesson). Fifteen per cent of the total of 
school fees goes towards free scholarships. There 
are also other scholarships. 

The teaching staff consists at present of 1 
director and upper master, 5 ether upper masters, 
6 under masters, and 1, chemistry assistant. 

The school is in a building of its own, 1 Strom 
Gaden. 

2. The Technical Night-School. 

In October, 1877, this school took the place 
of the previously existing "Sunday secular classes 
and drawing school". Its aim was the advance- 
ment of the arts and crafts by means of a 3-years 
course of special and general instruction. By a 
subsequent alteration in the plan, the school is now 
intended to impart the theoretical and practical 
knowledge most necessary for artisans and techni- 
cal students. 
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As at present organised, the school consists of 
2 principal divisions, a drawing school (exclusively 
for free-hand and special-subject drawing, and mo- 
delling), and the ordinary night-school, where in- 
struction is also given in arithmetic, geometry, 
Norwegian, physics and book-keeping. The latter 
division has 2 subdivisions, one of which suppUes 
extra instruction in arithmetic and Norwegian at 
the expense of geometry and physics. The school 
has 3 graduated classes, each with 10 hours' in- 
struction per week (in the drawing school, from 6 to 
8 hours) during the months September to March 
inclusive. As far as circumstances permit, the 
division into subjects has been carried out in the 
drawing school. 

There is an afternoon course of free-hand draw- 
ing in connection with the school, principally for 
ladies. With this exception the school is attended 
almost exclusively by artisans' apprentices and pu- 
pils at engineering workshops. The school fees in 
the drawing school are 5 kr. per annum, and in 
the ordinary night-school 3 kr^ per annum. 

There are at present 22 teachers in the school 
and about 300 pupils. 



THE BERGEN PUBLIC LIBRARY. 

BT YALBORG PLATOU, LIBRARIAN. 

The Bergen Public Library was founded by 
private initiative about 40 years ago, its true 
founder being Christian Bors, a native of Bergen. 
As Norwegian consul in the United States, he had 
learnt to appreciate the American Free Public 
Libraries, and at the close of the sixties, offered 
a donation of 1000 sp. dol. towards a free public 
library in his native town. When the library of 
the University librarian, Botten-Hansen, consisting 
of more than 13,000 volumes and pamphlets, was 
to be sold in the autumn of 1869, advocates of 
the library scheme took the opportunity of realising 
the donor's plan; and at a general meeting at the 
Bergen exchange on the 25th Sept., 1869, a 
committee was chosen from among the most es- 
teemed citizens of the town, to collect contributions 
and set about the purchase of the library in 
question, to form a valuable nucleus of a public 
library. After a year and a half's strenuous efforts, 
the amount required, 3200 sp. dol., was procured 
by large donations from certain public institutions, 
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and smaller contributions from about 200 private 
persons, in addition to Consul Bors's handsome 
gift. The purchase was effected in the spring of 
1871, and in a letter from the library committee, 
the books were offered to the Bergen municipality 
as a gift towards the founding of a public library 
there. ' The gift, with the obUgation attaching to 
it, was accepted by the decision of the council 
on the 23rd December, 1872; in 1873 all the 
necessary arrangements were made; and on the 
2nd February, 1874, the Bergen Public Library 
was opened, with about 15,000 volumes, in a little 
brick house in 0vre Torvalmenning, which has 
long since disappeared. Here the library remained 
until 1879, when the increasing number of books 
required more room. In the newly-erected market- 
building at the bottom of Torvalmenning, three 
attics were fitted up for the library, which gradually 
came to occupy the whole of the upper floor, and 
where, in the course of a quarter of a century, it 
developed from a modest commencement into its 
present considerable size, namely, about 90,000 
volumes. This, however, will be considerably di- 
minished when, on the removal of the library to 
its new home, all antiquated and worn books will 
be taken out. The library has 10 departments, 
which at the close of 190G contained the following 
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numbers of books : I, theology, church history, reli- 
gious stories, 7897; II, philosophy, education, 3175; 
in, fiction, books for the young, 22,000, 1112, art 
history, illustrated works, 1017; IV, philology, 
3374; V, geography, statistics, travels, 9294; 
VI, history, history of literature, 16,209; VII, law, 
political economy, politics, 3718; VIII, natural 
science, astronomy, economics and technical science, 
commerce, agriculture, etc., 5730; IX, periodicals, 
newspapers and complete works of authors, 14,653; 
X, bibliography, 413; and in addition to these, 
there is the former library of St. Mary's Church, 
about 2400 volumes. Rather more than a third 
part of the books in the library are in foreign 
languages, namely, 12,632 German, 5816 French, 
5577 English, 4069 Swedish, 1011 Latin, 373 
Italian, 200 Dutch, 177 Greek, 134 Spanish 
and Portuguese. The library is open for 6 hours 
every week-day, the rieadingrooms on Sunday 
as well, from 5 to 8 p. m. Fiction and 
books for the young may be retained for a 
fortnight, other books for three weeks. No fixed 
annual amount has as yet been voted for the main- 
tenance of, and additions to, the library. The 
expenses of purchase and binding of books have 
hitherto been covered by the "Samlag's" annual 
donation, which in the nineties rose to 6000 kr.. 
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but now — 1905 and 1906 — has dwindled to 
1500 kr. A fuiiher small part of these expenses 
was also covered by the annual Savings Bank 
contribution, which is generally 1000 kr., but in 
1904 and 1906 was 1500 kr. The library has a 
small fund, given by the "Samlag", which, with 
interest, has increased to 55,000 kr. The interest 
of the fund may also be employed for the working 
expenses of the library. The management of the 
library is in the hands of a board, consisting of 5 
municipally elected members and the librarian, the 
employes being Hbrarian, 2 male and 1 female per- 
manent assistants, and a woman as porter. The 
municipality moreover gives an annual grant for 
additional assistance in tlie lending department, which 
is required all through the year. The town's expenses 
in respect of the library, wages, premises, lighting, 
heating, stationery and printing of catalogues, have 
been constantly increasing. In 1900, the municipal 
budget voted 10,040 kr. to the library; for 1907, 
when a supplement to the catalogue is to be 
published, 11,470 kr. has been voted. One hundred 
thousand krones has been privately collected for a 
new building, 20,000 of this having been given by 
Consul I^0rs, and 20,000 by Hr. Chr. Sundt. The 
plan recommended for acceptance by the judging 
committee was that of the architect 0. Nordhagcn, 
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a plain, long building of 2 storeys, the lower to 
contain the large lending library with adjoining 
store-rooms for books, two large reading-rooms and 
lending library for children and young people, 
news-room, and porter's rooms, the upper floor 
several large reading-rooms for adults with refe- 
rence library and easy access to the large store- 
rooms for books, the office of the librarian, and 
various work-rooms for the staff. On this floor 
separate rooms will also if possible be given to 
the large Holberg collection, the archives of Ber- 
gen's first national theatre, the Ibsen collection, 
and the future housing of Edvard and Nina Grieg's 
promised art bequests. It is hoped that the buil- 
ding will be completed by the 2nd February, 
1900, which will be the 35th anniversary of the 
opening of the library. 



OUR MUSEUMS. 
The Bergen Museum (founded 1825). 

BT DIRECTOR J£NS HOLMBOE. 

The Bergen Museum is under the management 
of a board, whose members are chosen by the 
Museum Association; the board has two members 
that are nominated by the Ecclesiastical Depart- 
ment. The funds are mainly made up of contri- 
butions from the State, the Savings Bank and the 
"Samlag", members' subscriptions, etc. The town 
gives its support in the shape of the maintenance 
of the museum buildings, and exemption from taxes 
and water-rate. There are also a number of funds 
attached to the museum, the interest of which is 
devoted to clearly specified scientific objects. 

In addition to the collections and the library 
(about 31,000 volumes), the museum has under its 
management botanical gardens and houses, the only 
seismological observatory in Norway, a biological 
station with aquarium, courses of instruction in 
deep-sea investigations, holiday courses for national 
school teachers, popular lectures, etc. Besides a 
number of separate large scientific works, the 

8 
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museum pubiiahea regulai'ly its "Aarbog". an annual J 
of a scientific nature, as also the popular natural ] 
science periodical "Naturen". 

The main entrance to the museum is in Museum ] 




Square at the end of Christie St. On the ground floofj 
are the liistorieal antiquarian collections, and on tl 
first and second fioora the natural history collectioM 
and the hbrary. The library has its own enti'ai 
from the terrace on the south side of the buildii^*! 
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In the vestibule and on the adjoining staircase 
are placed objects that cannot be classed in any 
of the ordinary collections, or are not included 
owing to want of room. On the right are portraits 
of Christie, the founder of the museum, and of 
others who have especially assisted in its develop- 
ment (Bishop Neumann, W. H. Christie, Joach. 
Friele, Chr. Bors, C. Sundt and Henrik Sundt). 
Opposite the entrance is a marble bust of D. C. 
Danielssen; and in front of this is a model of the 
Tyskebrygge, and banners of the Danish period. 

a. The antiquarian collections include Nor- 
wegian antiquities, ,a mediaeval collection, modern 
section (especially peasant things), ethnological col- 
lection, coins and medals, and a small room of 
antiques. 

In the collection of antiquities (Rooms 1—4 on 
the ground floor to the right) are objects that have 
been found in the earth, and date from the earliest 
ages until the introduction of Christianity into 
Norway, about the year 1050. The greater number 
of these exhibits were found in Norway, but there 
are also a few foreign, more especially Danish, 
thmgs. The time of the Vikings is most abundantly 
represented by a number of good examples from 
burial mounds. 

The mediaeval collection (Rooms 5 & 6) contains 
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principally ecclesiastical objects from the Roman 
Catholic period (1050—1536). Observe the hand- 
some ambries and pictures of saints, a large font 
of carved soapstone, etc. The doorways and 
runic stones in the vestibule, the runic stones, 
tombstones and baptismal fonts in the runic hall 
(entered from the garden), the remains of buildings, 
and a reconstructed barrow in the garden outside 
Room 10, belong to the antiquities and the mediaeval 
collection. 

In Rooms 7 & 8 are exhibited ecclesiastical 
objects from post-reformation times. Note especially 
several beautifully carved pulpits. The oldest things 
are from the middle of the 16th century. 

In Room 9 there is a collection of weapons, 
dating from the 16th century down to our own 
day. Among them is a fine collection of swords 
and rapiers from the 17th century. 

The Bergen section occupies Rooms 10—12. 
Here are exhibited furniture and household utensils 
from old Bergen houses, chiefly of the 17th and 
18th centuries. There are also old maps and 
drawings bearing on the local history of Bergen. 
In one small case stands the magnificent gold cup 
with which the founder of the museum, Christie, 
president of the Storthing, was presented by the 
members of the Storthing in 1814. In another 
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case may be seen the gold wreath presented to 
Ole Bull in 1870 by his friends in California, one 
of his violins and a few other relics of his artistic 
career. The model of the Tyskebrygge, placed in 
the vestibule for want of room, also belongs by 
rights to this section. 

The rural districts collection (Rooms 13 — 16) 
includes furniture, household articles, dresses, etc. 
from Norwegian rural parishes, from the beginning 
of the 17th century up to the present day. Among 
them are several magnificent bridal crowns and 
other silver ornaments, and a large collection of 
beautifully carved mangling boards, etc. Heavy 
implements, vehicles and harness, etc. are exhibited 
in the rotunda vault (descent from the vestibule). 

In the ethnological collection (Rooms 16—19) 
special note should be taken of the Lapp and 
Eskimo section, where among other things there 
is a fully-equipped kajak. A few capitally carved 
Polynesian clubs are very fine specimens of their 
kind. In the East Asiatic section there is a good 
collection of Chinese and Indian dresses. 

Room 20 contains the collection of coins and 
medals. In Room 21 will be found examples of 
antiquities from Egypt (among these are mum- 
mies), Greece and Rome. 

b. The zoological collection is divided into a 
Norwegian and a general systematic section, the 
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first to the left, the second to the right of the 
main entrance. 

The Norwegian section (Rooms 1 — 7) contains 
an almost complete collection of Norwegian mam- 
mals, birds and fish, illustrating the external ap- 
pearance and variations of the species. Among 
the mammals should be noticed a good collec- 
tion of varieties of the fox, and among the 
birds bastards between various gallinaceous birds 
(among these the rare ptarmigan-capercailzie from 
Mo in Ranen). During the last few years, a few 
**biological groups" have been set up, in which 
the animals are seen in their natural surroundings 
with their young or eggs. Among these groups 
may be mentioned the fox, lemming, snowy owl, 
sea-eagle, willow grouse, eider duck, water-ousel, 
wren etc. Among the fish may be mentioned 
complete collections of the developmental stages 
of the more important salmon and cod species, as 
also a collection of fish, which, by a special method 
of preparation, are represented in their natural 
colours. There are also specimens of the basking- 
shark, the largest of all fish, and others of the 
shark species, a gigantic sunfish, the peculiar 
ribbon-fish, cutlas-fish and deal-fish. 

The systematic collection (Rooms 8—20) gives 
a survey of the animal groups in existence, their 
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appearance, distinguishing marks and internal struc- 
ture. In these rooms, therefore, in addition to 
stuffed or alcohol specimens, there are also skeletons. 
There is a large collection of invertebrata, especially 
of Scandinavian forms ; only a systematic, instructive 
collection, furnished with explicit labels, is for the 
public. The biological collection of insect groups 
should especially be noticed, as also a particularly 
well-preserved collection of American butterflies 
(a gift from Consul Chr. Bors), large corals from 
the Norwegian coast, etc. Among the vertebrate 
animals, a large collection of skeletons, casts and 
models of Norwegian whales, deserves special men- 
tion, also a good collection of seals, a peculiar, 
longhaired en from Lofoten, musk-oxjade, etc. 
Close to the main entrance there is a collection of 
models and preparations, that show the development 
and anatomical structure of the human body. 

c. The botanical collection is exhibited in 
part of the large hall in the second storey of the 
north wing. Upon two unattached pillars are 
placed 48 glazed frames containing in all about 
1000 species of Norwegian flowering plants and 
ferns. In one row of cases, a systematic arrange- 
ment has been begun of the principal groups of 
the vegetable kingdom, their structure and de- 
velopment, illustrated by specimens, pictures and 
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models. The large Norwegian and general her- 
barium is not exhibited, but is accessible upon 
application to the curator. 

d. The geological and mineralogical collection 
is in the same room as the botanical collection. 
A systematically arranged collection of minerals 
and rocks will be found exhibited, as also of vari- 
ous strata of the earth's crust, from the oldest to the 
most recent. A collection of the useful minerals 
of Norway are exhibited in a separate case. On 
the walls are maps and geological profiles, as also 
photographs of west-country glaciers. In this collec- 
tion there is also exhibited a large model of the 
famous mountain Hornelen, north of Bergen. 

e. The botanical gardens surround the museum 
building on the south-west and north. With the 
exception of a few decorative groups of plants in 
front of the terrace on the south side of the buil- 
ding, all the plants are arranged systematically 
according to their mutual relationship. Herbaceous 
plants and small bushes that belong to the same 
family of plants, have been placed in small beds; 
and larger bushes and trees that have not found 
room in the beds, have been planted in the grass 
round them. Room has been given in a special 
brick-lined basin for aquatic and bog plants. Upon 
an elevation in the south-west corner of the gar- 
dens, stands a hothouse, presented by Consul Con- 



121 

rad Mohr. Here may be found a typical selection 
of tropical and sub-tropical plant forms, amon^^ 
them being beautiful palms, ferns and orchids. 

f. The biological station is near Nygaard Park 
and the tramway terminus. On the first floor there 




are laboratories for scientific men, and below aquaria 
to which the public are admitted, and where they 
may become acquainted with representatives of the 
ocean fauna on the Norwegian coast. Of these may 
be mentioned a tank to the right on entering, 
with splendid sea anemones, a group of animals 
allied to the corals. There are also always a 
number of the commonest fish species. 
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There is a seal-poud belouginp: to the biologies 
station, in which a couple of seals (grey seal aniS 
common seal) live all the year round. There ar^ 
also some cag-es containing sea-eagles and golded 



f^ 
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The Permanent Exhibition Building. 



The building, which was erected with eontribib 
tions from private individuals, the ''Samlag", thrf 
Savings Bank and the municipality, by the arohi- I 
■teet, Henry Bucher, was completed in ttie summerj 



[ of 18'J6. It affords room for the folloiviog collec- 



)r to the right. The permanent i 
©xhibilioB^ Where a selection of I 




THE PEHMAKEST E; 



gen artisans' and industrial n'ork oi' recent orig-io 
is always on view. 

1st floor to the left. The Bergen Fisheries 
Museum. 

2nd floor. The museum of the industrial art 
of Western Norway; open from May to September 
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every day from 11 to 2 and from 4 to 6, from 
October to April from 11 to 2 on Sundays, Mon- 
days, Wednesdays and Fridays. 

In 1887 a society was formed for the found- 
ing and development of an industrial art museum 
in Bergen, and in 1889 they were able to open 
the museum, after C. Sundt had secured from the 
well-known collector in Kristiania, P. Simonsen, 
a comprehensive and choice collection of objects, 
and given them to this museum. Since then the 
museum has received annual contributions from 
both the State and the municipal institutions; and 
partly by purchase and partly by gifts, the col- 
lections have been enlarged in all branches of in- 
dustrial art, so that the museum is now one of 
the best equipped in our land. It was first housed 
in the old wooden building at Skiven, now a chil- 
dren's home, formerly the Seminarium Fredericianum, 
and in 1897 moved into its present locality. 

After passing through the turnstile, turn to 
the right into the furniture collection, which forms 
one of the richest groups in the museum. In the 
first room there is some Gothic furniture and carved 
panelling; but it is the various styles of the Re- 
naissance period that are especially well represented, 
by a number of cupboards of various sizes, tables 
and chairs, which occupy the first four large 
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rooms. Then come some smaller rooms, in which 
there is furniture of the later baroque, rococo and 
Empire styles. 

In the passage connecting the wings of the 
building, in addition to the groups of old and new 
furniture in the corners, there is a large part of 
the textile collection — splendid silk dresses of 
the 18th century in cases round the walls, and a 
selection of ancient and modern Norwegian embroi- 
deries in linen and coloured wool and silk, in 
deskcases. 

In the first room in the other wing, the 
exhibition of stuffs and embroideries is continued 
in cases round the walls; while in cases on the floor 
is the collection of old Italian majolica, and of 
European pottery — German, Dutch, French, Eng- 
lish, Danish, Swedish and Norwegian (Herreboe). 
In the next room is the collection of china, which, 
as far as European china is concerned, is one of 
the groups most worthy of notice. Meissen is here 
represented from its earliest commencement, as also 
the factories in Vienna, HOchst, Fyrstenberg, Ber- 
lin, Copenhagen, etc. The collection of glass is in 
the same room, consisting of old and later work, 
among them many specimens from old Norwegian 
glass works. Among the modern glass, Emile Galle's 
and Tiffany's are especially deserving of attention. 
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At the end of the room is a large case contain- 
ing principally modern pottery from various coun- 
tries. 

Next come the collections of base metals, con- 
taining old wrought iron lattices, locks, keys and 
ornament, and work in pewter and copper. This 
room also contains the beautiful collection of silver 
and gold articles, comprising cups, goblets, etc. of 
various periods, and a fine collection of ornaments, 
watches and miniatures. 

In the last room there are examples of Norwe- 
gian peasant art, comprising furniture, various kinds 
of vessels, drinking and otherwise, carved things 
and weaving in abundance, as also bridal crowns, 
ornaments and belts of silver. 

The museum possesses a large special-subject 
library, whose reading-room is open every day from 
10 to 2 and from 5 to 7. 

3rd floor to the right. The picture gallery 
(open from May to September every day from 11 
to 2; from October to April from 11 to 2 everj^ 
Sunday, Monday, Wednesday and Friday). The 
older pictures are from the Bergen Museum col- 
lection of paintings, which was founded in 1825, 
and contains a number of pictures from the 15th 
to the 18th century, of the Itajian, Flemish, Ger- 
man and other schools. The greatest interest 
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attaches to the collection of Norwegian pictures, 
which owes its existence chiefly to the Bergen 
Art Union, which began in 1846 to make a per- 
manent gallery, and handed it over to the town 
gallery in 1881. This gallery has since received 
numerous additions, partly through the Art Union, 
partly as gifts from private individuals. Among 
the earlier Norwegian painters represented are 
J. C. Dahl (a number of landscapes), Thomas 
Fearnley, Knud Baade, Joachim Frich, Johan 
Gorbitz, etc. Among the Norwegian followers of 
the Diisseldorf school are found A. Tidemand 
C^Sorrowful Tidings", "Girl Reading"), H. F. Gude 
(five large landscapes and sea pictures), J. F. 
Eckersberg (Bridal Party in Hardanger), Morten 
Miiller (four large forest scenes), and Ludvig Munthe 
(three winter subjects). There are also genre pic- 
tures by C. I. Lorch, P. N. Arbo, V. St. Lerche 
and Carl Sundt-Hansen. Among the painters of 
recent times represented in the gallery may 
be mentioned Erik Werenskiold, Fritz Thaulow, 
Christian Krohg, Eilif Petterssen, Otto Sinding, 
etc. The gallery also possesses a collection of 
drawings and water-colours, among them being 
studies for pictures by Tidemand, water-colour 
drawings of Norway and Wales by Gude, Halfdan 
Egedius's original drawings for the illustrations 
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to "Snorre", and Koren-Wiberg's drawings from 
Italy. 

The sculpture department is of less importance. 
It contains works of Danish, Swedish and Nor- 
wegian sculptors, among the last being C. Borch, 
Middelthun, Lexow^ Hansen, M. Skeibrok, Ambrosia 
Tonnesen, Jacob Fjelde and Ingebrigt Vik. 

3rd floor to the left. The Bergen Art Union 
(open on the same days as the picture gallery) 
was founded in 1838 on the initiative of Prof. J. 
C. Dahl. It holds constantly varying exhibitions 
of modern art, to which members are admitted 
free, and non-members on payment of 50 ore. The 
subscription for town-members is 12 kr., for country 
members 8 kr. Non-members can obtain season 
tickets for 4 kr. pr. annum. Each December there 
is a lottery of works of art, in which only mem- 
bers of the Union can take part. 

The Hanseatic Museum. 

BY KOREK-WIBERG. 

The Hanseatic Museum is not a collection in 
which the objects are scraped together from all 
parts of the world, and arranged with labels pasted 
on them. It consists of interiors from a remarkable 
period of the history of the town, a series of life 
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pictures from the Hanse time, and shows us one 

of the old business houses of the Tyskebrygge 
{German Quay) as originally fitted up; and it 
therefore speaks all the more distinctly to the 
visitor. 




INTERIOR OF THE 'OHTEE ROOM-. 

We pass through the rooms with their old fur- 
niture recalUng days that are past, and feel that 
it is only the human beings of that time that are 
wanting. Every moment we expect to see one or 
other of the honorable merchants enter, dressed in 
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a long coat and elaborate wig, while a bowing 
apprentice comes to report upon the progress of 
the work going on in the house. 

The first room we see, after having climbed 
the narrow wooden stair with carved hand-rail, is 
the "outer room", where the work-people had their 
meals in the summer months, when the Nordland 
fair was on, and where also the tools and imple- 
ments were kept. Solid tables and heavy benches, 
cupboards for keys, weights and balances, heating 
apparatuses, oil lamps and brass utensils — all 
belonging to a well-ordered "outer room", and to 
be found in their proper places; for the rooms in 
the Hanseatic trading-houses were always arranged 
with military exactitude, and in one and the same 
manner all over that quarter of the town. They 
reflected in miniature the splendid organisation and 
management of the Hanseatic League. 

From the "outer room" we enter the "parlour", 
the chief room of the house, in which the mer- 
chant had his office, a walled-in kind of cupboard, 
pillared and with leaded panes. The books are 
still lying on the desk, big and fat, bound in pig- 
skin, kept in German, and kept well. 

Behind the parlour is a smaller room. One 
side of this is partitioned off as the merchant's 
dining-room, and in the other stands his Tvinter 
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bed, with the well-known opening in the wall 
through which his bed was made from outside, 
as no female servant was permitted to enter the 
rooms. The Hanse merchants were bound, as we 
know, to remain single as long as they worked 
in the colonies of the League. 

The bed-rooms in the upper floor are reached 
by a stair from the passage, but visitors generally 
go up by a secret stair in the spirit-cupboard in 
the dining-room, a winding stair, to which the 
merchant, or a lady friend, might have recourse in 
time of need. Above there is a bedroom for the 
merchant, with a summer bed, one for the work- 
men, and one for the apprentice; and throughout 

the original fittings are retained. 

* * 

* 

The Hanseatic Museum has not only signifi- 
cance for Norwegian history, but is also, as will 
be easily understood, of the greatest interest for 
German cultural history. Nothing similar is to be 
found in any of the other old Hanseatic colonies, 
London, Bruges, Wisby, or Novgorod. It is visited 
annually by many travellers, and is considered by 
strangers to be one of the most interesting sights 
of Bergen. 

Many of Europe's greatest artists, men of sci- 
ence and politicians have inscribed their names in 
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the visitor's book of the museum. Royal personages 
too, have not been wanting, e. g. the Emperor 
and Empress of Germany, the Empress Eugenie, 
Queen Margaretha, King Victor Emmanuel, Ste- 
phanie, Prince Henry of Prussia and Field-marshall 
Friedrich Karl, and Prince Friedrich Leopold, 
King Oscar of Sweden, and the princes Gustaf 
and Carl, the Grand Duchess Marie of Mecklen- 
burg, Duke Heinrich and the Duchess Elisabeth, 
King Leopold, Carl Alexander and Princess Elisa- 
beth of Saxe-Weimar. 

* * 

* 

When the museum is open — the months of 
June, July and August — lectures are given daily 
there, in Norwegian and foreign languages. 

Society for the Promotion of the Norwegian 

Fisheries in Bergen. 

BT M. BARCLAY, 8ECBETABT. 

The society, which was founded in 1879, works 
for the development of the country's fisheries by 
the introduction of up-to-date fishing gear, the 
utilising of new fishing-places, the practical treat- 
ment of the fish-products, the improvement of hy- 
gienic and other conditions on board the vessels 
and on the islands, the spreading of the knowledge 



133 

of navigation, the fisheries laws, life-saving appli- 
ances, etc., the improvement in the means of com- 
munication, the promotion of oyster-culture, etc. etc. 

The society's library contains about 3600 volumes, 
which may be made use of by applying at the 
society's office. Books are also lent. 

The society publishes (1) "Norsk Fiskeritidende", 
which is issued in monthly numbers and costs 3V2 
kr. per annum, postage included. Editor, M. 
Barclay. The paper contains descriptions and 
treatises, articles on preparations, vessels, boats 
and fishing-gear, practical scientific treatises, offi- 
cial reports, commercial reports, and legal, statis- 
tical and various items. It is also furnished with 
illustrations. (2) "Norsk Fiskeralmanak", price 80 
ore, edited by M. Barplay. 

The office of the socity is in the building of 
"the permanent exhibition'', entrance opposite the 
railway station. The society's workshop and their 
Fisheries Museum (see below) are in the same 
building. 



About 25 fisheries associations in various parts 
of the country have joined the Society as branches. 
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The Bergen Fisheries Museum. 

BT HELLAND-HAN8EN. 

The Bergen Fisheries Museum, which belongs 
to the above society, has its rooms in the building 
of the "permanent exhibition". It is open to the 
public on Sundays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 
11 a. m. to 2 p. m., but may also be seen at 
other times if application is made at the office of 
the fisheries society in the same building. 

The museum has about 2500 objects, some 
Norwegian, some foreign, and coming from nearly 
all the more important fisheries. Among the ex- 
hibits may be mentioned a collection of models of 
old and new fishing-vessels and boats, fishing im- 
plements, such as nets, lines, trawls, dredges, etc., 
samples of packing, such as boxes, barrels, baskets, 
etc., samples of fish-products, models of fisher huts, 
smoking-huts, etc., diagrams, scientific objects, etc. 
etc. 

Objects are lent as models to copy. Gifts are 
gratefully received. 

Admittance is free. 



OUR MONUMENTS. 

Haakon's Hall. 

BY A. FISCHER, ARCHITECT. 

Haakon's Hall "the large stone hall", is first 
mentioned in the royal saga in connection with the 
festivities held at the marriage of Magnus the Law- 
Mender, in 1261. It was begun by king Haakon 
Haakonson about 1247. It was also used at the 
coronation of Erik Magnusson in 1280, but had 
then been restored after a fire in 1266. The main 
entrance — late Gothic work from the 15th cen- 
tury — indicates that at this time also, the hall 
was used as a banqueting-hall. From certain marks 
in the wall at the entrance to the vaulted upper 
storey, it may perhaps be concluded that there has 
been a drawbridge to this entrance from or to a 
neighbouring building. But in other respects the 
appearance of the hall in the 19th century, when, 
after long ages of neglect, and many repairs and 
much rebuilding, it was once more to regain its 
former splendour, gave only meagre answers to 
many of the questions put to it; and the facts 
which history and archives relate about it are few 
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and indistinct. As one of the numerous military 
buildings in Bergenhus, it showed but few remnants 
of its old distinction; its royal origin was forgot- 




HAAKON 'B HALL, 



ten; it was used as a store-house, a prison, part 
of it for a convict chapel. 

Prof. Dahl, the painter, then broup-ht it be- 
fore the public by calling' for its restoration, iu J 
1839. Ho himself made a proposal as reg-ards the I 
exterior, in accordance, it is true, with the defective J 
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knowledge of that time with regard to mediaeval 
architecture. But his idea matured in the nation's 
consciousness, and after the "Vestmannalag", in 
the seventies, had begun collecting for the rebuild- 
ing of the hall, its restoration was begun by the 
"Fortidsselskab", and afterwards continued by the 
State as master-builder with contributions from 
private persons, until the temporary conclusion in 
the middle of the nineties. 

The building has a cellar, a cross-vaulted ground 
floor consisting of several rooms, and finally the 
large banqueting-hall on the upper floor which has 
an open roof. Narrow stairs in the thickness of 
the walls connect the various floors with one another, 
and lead up to the roof. In the wall in the east 
corner of the north room of the ground floor, there 
is a passage that was walled up at the beginning 
of the restoration, and which ends abruptly in the 
middle of the wall; and its purpose has not yet 
been discovered. At the north-east corner lie the 
foundations of an octagonal addition, of which traces 
are visible up the wall on that side. 

The hall now stands once more, awaiting de- 
coration. When the idea was originated of turning 
the present commanding-general's house into a royal 
residence when Haakon VII was elected king of 
Norway, it was natural to think of connecting the 
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hall with the royal residence for use on festive 
occasions. The idea was taken up with such en- 
thusiasm that in the course of a few months, about 
90,000 kr. had been collected privately for its re- 
alisation, that is to say for the decoration of the 
hall as a banqueting-hall connected with the royal 
residence. The plans for the decoration and fitting 
up have been completed, plans which, if carried 
out in their entirety, will make Haakon's Hall one 
of the most interesting sights of Scandinavia, a 
connecting link between the royal races and the 
newly-established Norwegian throne. 

(Taken in the main from the curator, Schete- 
lig's paper on Haakon's Hall, etc.). 

The Rosenkrantz Tower. 

BY A. FISCHER, ARCHITECT. 

The Rosenkrantz Tower, or Walkendorf s Tower, 
as it is usually called, encloses as a nucleus a lower, 
smaller tower from Haakon Haakonssen's time, 
probably intended as the principal, part of the 
castle's defences. In the 16th century it was re- 
built by the commander at Bergenhus, Eric Rosen- 
krantz, more or less in the form in which it now 
stands, with the arms of Rosenkrantz and his wife 
adorning the front. The new tower, like the old 



was fitted up as both dwelling and house of 
Fireplaces from Haakon's time, however, 




THE ROSENKRANTZ TOWER. 

were bricked up, and new ones in the style of the 
16th century put up. The tower underwent several 
but recovered in the main 
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its former appearance on its restoration in the 19th 
century, an appearance which, by the absence of 
openings in the walls of the ground floor, its large 
windows in the dwelling-rooms on the next floor, 
its loopholes in the uppermost, and its crowning 
parapet, indicates in a characteristic manner the 
double purpose of the building. 

The rooms are now used as an armoury, etc. 

(Taken from Schetelig's description of the 
buildings at Bergenhus). 

Tyskebryggen. 

BY O. W. FASTING. 

Time is the great destroyer. It is to be de- 
plored, but it cannot be helped. Time has de- 
stroyed much on the Tyskebrygge, a curious rem- 
nant of the old Hanse time. Several fires have 
ravaged the buildings, the last one being in 1702. 
And now man has laid his heavy hand upon the 
whole neighbourhood, and subjected it to the law 
of transformation. 

After the various fires, the buildings appear to 
have been rebuilt in their original form. As early 
as the Middle Ages, the houses were fitted up 
as dwelling-houses and as trading-booths. They 
had their separate names, which remain to the 
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present day. Unfortunately the buildings are 
now modernised. Shops have replaced the old 
booths, a company have bought up a large part 
of the quay and put up new houses in place 
of the old ones, and soon, very soon, the old Ger- 
man Quay will be a legend only. In order, how- 
ever, to save something from the wholesale destruc- 
tion, the Bergen Exchange committee have had an 
exact model made of the whole of the old quay. 
This model may be seen in the Bergen museum. 
In other respects, the Hanseatic Museum gives 
the most complete picture of the old Hanse time 
with all its peculiarities. 

In order, however, that the Tyskebrygge shall 
not entirely lose its original character, the muni- 
cipal board have required that to new buildings a 
character shall be given that will recall the ap- 
pearance worn by the whole neighbourhood as ori- 
ginally built. No less than 4 of the old houses 
have been pulled down and rebuilt. There is thus 
ample opportunity of forming an opinion as to the 
German Quay of the future. It is possible that 
an endeavour has been made to save whatever 
could be saved; but if this be so, there was not 
very much that could be saved. Yes, time is a 
destroyer. Probably in a few years the whole of 
the old German Quay will have disappeared. The 
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whole of this historic neighbourhood will have 
dwindled down to — a model in a museum. 



St. Mary's Church. 

BY KOREN-WIBERG. 

St. Mary's Church is mentioned as early as 
1183, and is thus the oldest building in the town. 

It is built in the Anglo-Norman style, with two 
towers, and a nave that is separated from the 
smaller and lower aisles by great square pillars; 
and round the Romanesque nave runs a triforium. 
The main entrance through the large doorway or- 
namented with pillars, mouldings, and capitals in 
the form of animals, is one of the greatest beau- 
ties of the church. The later, Gothic portion of 
the choir was probably built after the fire in 1248. 
It has pointed diagonal arches with keystones and 
transverse ribs, resting upon beautifully carved 
corbels. 

In the year 1408, the church fell into the hands 
of the Hanse population, who gradually had it ar- 
ranged to suit the "League", or German colony. 
Special places, for instance, were set apart for the 
office work-people, apprentices, merchants, masters 
and priests. Rich gifts poured in from the mer- 
chants and the traders to Bergen. Paintings and 
memorial tablets adorned the walls; great brass 



indeliers were plated in tlie nave and aisles, and 
■. the choir: and valuiible altar vessels, pieluros, 




mbries and panelling completed the decoration. 
It was only in ITfiS that the church passed 
I the possession of the town, on the dissolution 
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of the League; but the prearhing- was in German \ 
until about 1870. 

St. Mary's Church is ooo of the most curious | 




ancient moDuments in the counti'y. Its beautiful ■ 
proportions anil iinea are conspicuous; and as itEtJ 
interior still exerts the same impression of r 
and beauty, all visitors to Bergen should see 1 
interesting memorial of former times. 




OUR PARKS. 
Nygaard Park. 




NYGAARD PARK. 

Ill 1880, the two medical men, Klaus Haossea 
and Joafihim Wiesener, bought the whole of the 
ground between the Museum and Nygaard Bridge 
for the sum of 190,000 kr. (about £ 10,500). A 
company was formed for the purpose of providing' 
the town with a park, the shareholders agreeing 





14(1 ^^M 

)0 accept a dividend of 4 per cent. (originally^^^B 

flsed at 5 per cent.)- ^| 

Parts of the three properties purchased were ^^M 

aid out in building-sites, which brought io '" 
sufficient to pay the purchase-money and the 
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^^M shareholders' diridetnis, to ky out two thirds o 
^^H the whole grouDd as a pail', and still to have 
^^H about £ 4450 left, which was handed over to the 

^^H The lajin^-out of the park was begun in 
^^M 18H2 under the dii-ection of Lund-Hoibei^. It 
^^^^ has cost altogether about £ 9000, of which nearh 


1 
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£ 6300 were granted by the Bergen "Samlag", 
and the remainder defrayed by the park fund. 
The amount required for the up-keep of the park 
has been given by the Corporation and the ''Sam- 
lag", of late years by the Corporation alone (£ 390). 
The interest of the park fund is employed for 
any extraordinary expenses that cannot be defrayed 
by the ordinary Corporation grant. 

Nordnaes Park. 

' « BY O. W, FASTING. 

Between Byvaagen and Pudde Fjord a high 
tongue of land juts out, from which there is a 
splendid view in all directions — over Pudde Fjord 
towards Damsgaard, over the town part of the 
fjord towards Ask, over Vaagen towards Sandvigs- 
fl0ien and Fl0i Mountain, and lastly up the valley 
towards Ulrikken. The point of this tongue of 
land has been laid out as a park. 

The mover in this scheme was Edv. G. Johan- 
nessen, who called a meeting and appointed a 
committee on the 24th March, 1887. 

The committee at once set about collecting 
money, and had the work begun; and as early as 
1898, the park could be said to be practically 
finished. 



14R 

The park is in an exposed situation, and the;] 
trees had therefore to be planted in such a man* 
ner as to protect one another. Among the deciduJ 
ous trees, the elm, beech and service-tree werffl 




especially rapid in growth, anti among the conifers 
the Bcrnb pine, the silver flr and Nermann's fir. 

The park soon became a favorite resort Tol 
show what pride was taken in it, it may 1 
tioned that a number of Nordujes lads of the ( 
of 16 and upwards, formed themselves into 
voluntary corps for its protection, which was ofij 
great service to the park. 
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From 1887 to 1902, the working expenses 
amounted in all to nearly £ 4000, which was col- 
lected by the committee. 

In a little hollow to the north-west of the flag- 
staff on the highest level of the park, there is an 
interesting erratic block, which bears numerous 
traces of its long journey in the ice. 

Between Nordnses Park and Nordnaes Hill 
lies the 

Nordnaes Playground. 

BY O. W. FASTING. 

This is managed by a special committee, who 
took over the playground in 1896. All requisites 
for games, such as croquet, etc., may be hired. 
A 17 -metres-broad toboggan-slide has been made 
for winter use. The annual outlay amounts to 
about £ SB. 

Our Plantations. 

BY O. W. FASTING. 

Troels Lund, in his "Daily Life in Scandinavia 
in the 16th Century", writes as follows on the 
subject of Norway's forests: 

"From Lindesnaes almost without interruption 
as far as Stadt, there now stretches a treeless 
strip of coast. The width varies from 7 miles to 
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30 or 35. This part of the country has not al-j 
ways looked like this. It was once covered withj 
forest like the rest, and in the IGth century there! 
were still valuable remnants of its former glory," ' 




Since 1814 the Norwegians have done whakl 
they could to repair the injury inflicted on our^ 
land by the ignorance and recklessness of former 
generations. About the middle of last century, 
some warm-hearted patriots united, at first in scat- 
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tered groups, with the object of "clothing the 
rock". The undertaking has succeeded beyond 
expectation. The groups have grown into local 
associations, the local associations into provincial 
associations, until the matter has become a patrio- 
tic question, to which state, corporation, and indi- 
vidual together devote much labour and money. 
Planting goes on all along the coast; and the day 
is not so far distant when the force of the ocean 
storms will be broken by sturdy forests, and the 
land within lie Sheltered and warm, so that the 
fields can grow yellow and ripen in peace. Among 
the pioneers in the tree-planting cause, the late 
school-inspector, Ole Irgens, is deserving of recol- 
lection. In 1868 he founded the Bergen Tree- 
planting Society, and for 23 years acted as its 
chairman. 

During the first few years, planting was done 
only at the foot of Lovstakken, and there we can 
already wander about in well-grown woods. Floi- 
fjeld was next taken in hand, with the high land 
behind it; but the difficulty there was that the 
labour would not be very productive unless roads 
were first made through the region to be planted. 
By means of persistent and well-planned agitation, 
the necessary funds were raised, and between 1879 
and 1882 the first part of "Fjeldveien" was con- 
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striicted. During 1888 and 1889, this was con- 
tinued to FIfiien, where the V\&i house was erected 
in 1890 and '91 after a design by the architect, 
Blix. Between '90 and '94, the Fjeldvei was ex- 




tended southwards as far as Bellevue. Finally 
Irg^ens succeeded in getting the road carried over 
the high land to the foot of Blaamanden between 
1897 and '99, and in 1900 a footpath made from 
thD road to the top of Blaamanden. 
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The continuation of the road from Mulen to 
Sandvigen was Ole Irgens' last work. Bit by bit 
he carried it on, between 1901 and 1906, notwith- 
standing great opposition. 

While the roads were being made, the trees 
grew, and the planting was carried farther and 
farther. The day will come when the Floi Moun- 
tain and the high land towards Blaamanden will 
be to Bergen what Holmenkollen is to Kristiania, 
where old and young can roam the wide woods, 
gaining health and strength, and filled with deep 
impressions from our grand scenery, impressions 
that may be of great significance in our intellec- 
tual development. 

A monument has been erected to Ole Irgens 
by his grateful fellow citizens, upon the Fjeldvei. 
He has himself raised his best memorial. The 
woods will whisper his name to all future gene- 
rations, and tekch the young that there can be no 
higher aim for their endeavours than "to clothe 
the rock". 



OUR BANKS. 

Banking in its present form, as developed by 
the joint-stock enterprises of our own day, can 
hardly be said to be more than 50 years old. 
About the middle of last century, the capitals of 
the Scandinavian countries started their first, wholly 
private banking businesses, intended for something 
more and other than merely administering people's 
savings; and from about this period date several 
of the largest banking businesses in Europe. 

This being so, the fact that our earliest private 
bank, Bergens Privatbank, can date its existence 
back to 1856, must be said to testify to both the 
clear-sightedness and business capabilities of the 
merchants in the leading mercantile centres in 
our town. The new development had not advanced 
far when the importance of this new aid in eco- 
nomic life was also recognised in our community, 
far removed though it w^as, in those days of imper- 
fect communication, from the great world outside. 
Notwithstanding its remoteness, however, the town 
possessed a strongly pulsating business life, with 
the tradition of centuries behind it; and its well- 
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oiliicated and iutellig-eut mercaQtile class was con-j 
stantly, through its extensive connections, reeeivinj 
impulses from abroad, and moreover had a strong? 




;riGEKS KREDITBANK". 



perception of the obstacle in the way of free d« 
velopment presented by the economic depeadene( 
of the business of the town upon the Harabu^ 
world of IJnancc, 

In 1876 the second of our private banks, Beri 
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i Kreditbank, was founded as an independent 
bstitntion, after having, since 1859, existed as li 
to-anch of the Christiania Bank & Kreditkasse, 

hed some years previously. 
With varjing success, according to the econo- 
mic periods through which the business of the town 




ISTKRIOK UK THI': -KlIKDrrflAM 



las passed, but on the whole progressing gradually 
md surely, these two banks have since administered 
loancial matters on our money-market, and, while 
mdeavouring to support and push forward develop- 
[Bent, have also as fai' as possible kept pace with 
; themselves, and thus now represent two finau- 
^al undertakings that even by the standard of 
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larger countries are important, with extensive con- 

m 

nections in most European and transmarine countries, 
and fully capable of solving any financial problem 
that might be put before them, quite independently 
of the banks of the capital. Owing to the natural 
conditions of the country, the town's inland means 
of communication have had some difficulty in keep- 
ing pace with the development, and cannot be con- 
sidered up to date until the Bergen railway is 
opened, as it will be before many years are past. 
But it is just this comparative isolation that has 
accustomed the economic life of the town to seek 
its strength independently of others; and without 
any obtrusive competition, the two banking busi- 
nesses have grown up in independence of all others. 
And when, by its railway connection across the 
mountain range, the town is drawn farther into the 
economic life of the country, and also very much 
nearer our neighbours in the south and east, this, 
together with the comparatively favorable situation 
of our town, and our good postal connections to- 
wards the west, will make it especially fitted for 
attracting to itself a large proportion of the money 
transactions and bank business of foreign countries 
with our own. 

According to the latest accounts, Bergens Pri- 
vatbank has, of its own and deposited moneys, a 
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total capital of about 38,000,000 kr., and its tuiii- 
over may be summed up at 650,000,000, while 
these figures in the case of Bergens Kreditbank are 
respectively about 33,000,000 and 545,000,000 kr. 
Both banks have large, yp-to-date buildings of tJieir 




own in the eenti'e of the town, the one on the 
Market-plaee, the other in Vaagsalmenning, oppo- 
site tlie Exchange and the telegraph office; and 
they both, a few years a^o, fitted up strong-rooms 

I of the newest kind, with burglar and fire-proof 
bults for the use of the public in the usual forms. 



OUR POST OFFICE. 

BY KARL BRYN, POSTMASTER. 

The post office is open on week-days from 8 
a. m. to 7.30 p. m., on Sundays from 5 to 6 p. m. 
On New Year's Eve, Easter Eve, the day before 
Whit Sunday, and Christmas Eve, it closes at 5 
p. m. 

The department for money letters, registered 
letters, money orders and parcels, closes at 7 p. Bp. 

The customs department is open on week-days 
from 9 to 12.30 and from 2.30 to 5.30. 

The post-boxes are accessible from 7 a. m. to 
8.30 p. m. 

Collections. 

In the inner districts, at 6 and 11 a. m. and 
1, 4, 5.30 and 7 p. m. on week-days, and at 4 
p. m. on Sundays; 

In the outer districts — 

a) Kalfaret, Nubben, Kalvedalen and Sandviken 
to Storemellen, 8 a. m., noon, 5 and 7 p. m. 
on week-days, and 4 p. m. on Sundays. 

b) Damsgaard and Laksevaag, 8 a. m., noon, 5 
and 7 p. m. on week-days, and 4 p. m. on 
Sundays. 





He) Soleirasviken, 8 a. in., noon, 3.30 and 3 p. m. 
H on week-days, and 4 p. m. on Sundays. 
Bd) Aaistad and Fleen districts, 8 a. m., noon, 5 
V p. m. on week-days. 


1 


F 
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B THE POST OFFICE, BEHOEN. 

^L) Sandviken beyond Storemellen, noon on week- 
^B days. 

^M The post-oMce letter-boxes are emptied at 
Htiie close of each collection time, and half an hour 
■ before the postmen g'o out. As far as possible 
■(letters posted later are also included. 

H ^^ ■ 





162- 

The post going by steamers leaving before 8 
a. m., is taken on board the evening before. The 
railway-station box is emptied 5 minutes before the 
mail train leaves. Letters can be posted on all 
mail steamers and most other steamers. 

Deliveries. 

In the inner districts at 8 and 10 a. m., noon, 
3.30, 5 and 7 p. m, on week-days. On Sundays 
letters may be called for in the summer between 
9 and 10 a. m., or if the coast steamer is late, 
between 5 and 6 p. m. ; in the winter between 5 
and 6 p. m. ; 

In the outer districts — 

a) Kalfaret, Nubben, Kalvedalen and Sandviken 
as far as Storemollen, 8 a. m., noon, 5 and 7 
p. m. on week-days. 

b) Damsgaard and Laksevaag, 8 a. m., noon and 
5 p. m. on week-days. 

c) Soleimsviken, 8 a. m., noon, 3.30 and 5 p. m. 
on week-days. 

d) Aarstad and Fleen districts, 8 a. m., noon and 
5 p.' m. on week-days. 

e) Sandviken beyond Storemollen, noon on week- 
days. 

Town letters and country letters are delivered 
in the same delivery. Money letters, registered 
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letters and money orders are delivered at 9 a. m., 
noon and 4.30 p. m. 

Express letters are sent out as soon as received, 
but not before 8 a. m. or after 9 p. m. 

Arrival of foreign mails. 

Via Fredrikshavn, daily at 5 a. m. 
„ Newcastle, Monday and Thursday noon, Satur- 
day morning. 
Departure of foreign mails. 

Via Fredrikshavn, daily at 7 p. m. 

„ Newcastle, Monday and Wednesday at 9 p. m., 

Saturday at 9 p. m. in the summer, and noon 

in the winter. For the arrival and departure 

of other posts, see the "Postliste for Bergen". 

The following are approximately the numbers 
of hours taken by the post between Bergen and 
various towns. 

Bergen and Kristiania ... 54 

„ Kristianssand 28 

„ Stavanger... 10 

,, Trondhjem . . 33—43 

„ Bod0 62—70 

„ Troms0 84—92 

,, Hammerfest . 97 — 105 



11 
11 
11 
11 
11 
11 



„ Vard0 118—132 

„ „ Vads0 123—137 
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Via Via 

Newcastte Pr.liavn 

Bergen and Newcastle 36—44 

„ „ London 44— 54 82— 85 

„ „ Paris 57— 69 78— 83 

„ „ Berlin 74— 99 67 

„ „ Vienna 86— 92 82— 87 

„ St. Petersburg. 106—132 102—110 

„ Constantinople . 130—154 122—132 

„ „ Rome 94—106 114 

„ „ Madrid 86—106 118—132 

„ Lisbon 127—133 139—153 

„ Copenhagen . . . 57 — 61 

„ Hamburg 70— 80 57— 62 



CAB-FARES AND TOWN PORTERS' 

CHARGES. 

BY HJ. HOFFMANN, INSPECTOR OF POLICE. 

Circles and Fares. 

The first circle is bounded on the one side by 
Ny Sandvigsvei (from Rothaugen), Bakkegaden, 
Ladegaardsgaden, Stolegaden, Stenkjseldergaden, 
Stenkjaelderbakken, Langeveien, Landaassmuget, 
0vre Korskirkealmenning, Lille 0vregade and 
thence in a straight line to number 22 Skivebak- 
ken, past Forskjonnelsen to the top of Kalfar- 
bakken; and on the other side by Nygaardsalle 
(from Florida), Harald Haarfagers Gade, Langes 
Gade, Olaf Kyrres Gade, Rosenberg Gade, Syd- 
neskleven and Nostegaden to the sea. 

Day Fares Night Fares 

1 person kr. 0.40 1 person kr. 0.60 

2 persons ... „ 0.60 2 persons ... „ 0.90 

3 — . . . „ 0.70 3 — . . . „ 1.05 

4 — . . . „ 0.80 4 — . . . „ 1.20 

The second circle is bounded by Fjseregrsenden, 
Garmansgaden, Gamle Sandvigsvei and Ladegaards- 
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bakken, and includes the built part of Mathis- 
marken and Eidemarken, Skansen, Kalvedalen to 
the town boundary, Strommen, and Nygaard out- 
side the 1st circle up to a line running from the 
tobacco factory along Wolff's Gade, Welhavens 
Gade, Mohlenprisbakken, Fastings Minde and Jaegte- 
vigen to the sea. 



Day Fares 

1 person .... kr. 0.60 

2 persons ... „ 0.90 

o ... )j l.UO 

4 — 1.20 



w 



Night Fares 

1 person .... kr. 0.90 

2 persons ... „ 1.35 

3 — . . . „ 1.60 

4 — 1.80 



n 



The third circle includes Sandvigen beyond the 
second circle up to and including Skansehaugen, 
Kristinegaard and Mulen, Fl0en, Solheimsvigen up 
to and including the engineerings works, Dokken 
and Mohlenpris. 



Day Fares 

1 person .... kr. 0.80 

2 persons ... ,, 1.20 

3 — . . . „ 1.40 

4 — . . . „ 1.60 



Night Fares 

1 person .... kr. 1.20 

2 persons . 

3 — . 

4 — . 



« 



w 



« 



1.80 
2.10 
2.40 



The fourth circle comprises Sandvigen beyond 
the 3rd circle up to and including Elsesro and 
Neevengaarden, and MoUendal cemetery. 
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Day Fares 




Night Fares 




1 person kr. 


1.00 


1 person kr. 


1.50 


2 persons ... „ 


1.50 


2 persons ... „ 


2.25 


o . . . „ 


1.75 


3 . . . „ 


2.45 


4 

mi r» *»j -I • 


2.00 
■1 • 1 


4: . . . „ 

1 J i • 1 "1 _ 


3.00 



The fifth circle includes the neighbourhood 
between Elsesro and Breivigen. 



Day Fares 

1 person kr. 1.20 

2 persons ... „ 1.80 

o ... jj ^.JLU 

4 — 2.40 



?j 



Night Fares 

1 person kr. 1.80 

2 persons ... ., 2.70 

O ... jj O.iO 

4 — 3.60 



J? 



For a drive along Sandvigsveien, round Mulen, 
over Fjeldveien down by Forskjonnelsen and back 
to the stand, or the reverse way, and for a drive 
to Hellen: 

One horse vehicle ... kr. 2.00 



Two — — „ 3.00 

By the hour — 

1 person kr. 1.50 

2 persons 

3 — 

4 — 



?? 



n 



w 



2.25 
2.65 
3.00 



1. 



Remarks. 

The fare is calculated for 1 person with 1 
horse, 2 persons with 2 horses; a third per- 
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son is charged a half fare, and each person 
above three, one fourth (see above table). 

2. To Stolen and district lying above it, Mohlen- 
pris, Dokken and Kalvedal, no more than 2 
persons may drive with one horse. 

3. The night fares are charged between 11 p.m. 
and 6 a. m. in the summer, an between 10 
p. m. and 7 a. m. in the winter. 

4. After having driven one way, the driver, if 
required, is bound to wait half an hour and 
drive back for half the fare out. After waiting 
half an hour, he is entitled to claim full fare 
for one person for the return. 

5. If the driver is sent away after waiting a 
quarter of an hour, he must be paid a fourth 
part of one person's fare; if after waiting 
half an hour, the half. He is not bound to 
wait more than half an hour. 

6. If a carriage is ordered from a stand to call 
somewhere, the fare is reckoned from the stand 
to the place of destination, with the addition of 
half the fare for 1 person from the stand to 
the place of call, unless the latter lies on the 
road from the stand to the place of destination. 

7. The driver must wait a quarter of an hour 
without extra pay, but is not bound to wait 
any longer. If willing to wait longer, he 
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must be paid 25 ore for every quarter of an 
hour. 

8. If a carriage is ordered from a stand at night 
to fetch persons from a ball or party, the 
driver must wait a quarter of an hour after 
the appointed hour without extra pay; for 
another half-hour's waiting he receives an 
additional 50 ore. He is not bound to wait 
more than three quarters of an hour, but may 
drive away and can still claim the full fare 
for one person. 

9. Travellers may have small packages taken 
with them without extra charge, while for 
ordinary trunks a charge of 20 ore each is 
made. 



Town Porters' Charges. 



BY HJ. HOFFMANN, INSPECTOR OP POLICE. 



Toldbodalmenning and Nykirkebryggen. 

1st Circle 
Hotels Bergen and Smeby 



For 30 kilogr. 



w 



70 



« 



2nd Circle 
Hotels Boulevard, Central, Holdts, 
Norge, Walkendorf 

For 30 kilogr 

70 



w 



n 



3rd Circle 
Hotels d'Angleterre, Continental, Me- 
tropole, Nordkap and Victoria, the 
railway station, Tyskebryggen and 
the fortress quay 

For 30 kilogr *. . 

„ 70 



Day Night 


Kr. Kr. 


0.35 


0.45 


0.50 


0.65 


0.50 


0.60 


0.65 
0.65 


0.90 
0.75 



0.90 I 1.05 
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Holbergsalmenning and Muren. 

1st Circle 
Hotels Bergen, Boulevard, Central, 
Holdts, Norge, Smeby and Walken- 
dorf. 
For 30 kiloer 



,, 70 „ 



2nd Circle. 
Hotels d'Angleterre, Continental, Me- 
tropole, Victoria and Nordkap, the 
railway station, Tyskebryggen and 
the fortress quay. 



For 30 kilogr. 



?) 



70 



11 



The Market Place. 

1st Circle. 
Hotels d'Agleterre, Central, Continen- 
tal, Boulevard, Holdts, Metropole, 
Norge, Walkendorf, Victoria and 
Nordkap, the railway station, Suk- 
kerhusbryggen, Tyskebryggen, the 
fortress quay, Murebryggen and Hol- 
bergsbryggen. 



For 30 kilogr 



70 



n 



Day 


Night 


Kr. 


Kr. 


0.35 


0.45 


0.50 


0.65 


0.60 


0.70 


0.85 


1.00 


0.35 


0.45 


0.50 


0.65 
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2nd Circle. 
Hotels Bergen and Smeby and Told- 
bodalmenning. 

For 30 kilogr 

« 70 „ 

Drseggen and the Fortress Quay. 

1st Circle 
Hotels d'Angleterre, Continental, Cen- 
tral, Metropole, Nordkap, Holdts, 
Victoria and Walkendorf. 

For 30 kilogr 

„ 70 „ 

2nd Circle. 
Hotels Bergen, Boulevard, Norge and 
Smeby, the railway station, Mure- 
bryggen, Holbergsbryggen, Nykirke- 
bryggen and Sukkerhusbryggen. 

For 30 kilogr 

« 70 „ 

3rd Circle. 
Toldbodalmenning. 

For 30 kilogr 

. 70 „ 



Day Night 



Kr. 

0.60 

0.85 



0.35 
0.50 



0.60 
0.85 



0.75 
1.10 



Kr. 

0.70 
1.00 



0.45 
0.65 



0.70 
1.00 



0.85 
1.25 



FARES OP THE CABMEN'S UNION 
OUTSIDE THE TOWN. 

BY JOHAN CHRISTENSEN, COACHMAN. 

Round Fantoft or to Floien. 

Landau kr. 10.00 

Chaise (1 horse) *. „ 7.50 

Gig „ 7.00 

Cariol „• 5.00 

Round Fantoft and the new Fjeldvei. 

Landau kr. 14.00 

Chaise (1 horse) „ 10.00 

Gig „ 9.00 

Cariol „ 7.00 

Round Lovstakken and Fantoft. 

Landau kr. 16.00 

Chaise (1 horse) „ 12.00 

Gig „ 10.00 

Cariol „ 8.00 

By the hour. 

Landau kr. 4.00 

Chaise (1 horse) „ 3.00 

Gig „ 2.50 

Cariol „ 2.00 



THE THEATRE. 




THE NEW THEATRE, 



Up to the middle of last century, dramatic art 
in Norway was chiefly a field for amateurs. In 
Bergen there existed from 1794 the Dramatic Com- 
pany, which displayed great activity, and in which 
a number of the leaders of Bergen society gave 
performances to their own satisfaction and the 
delight of a large and appreciative audience. In 
1800 the Dramatic Company erected a building of 
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its own, which subsequently gave place to Ber- 
gen's regular theatre. In addition to the private 
dilettante efforts, which, however, possessed con- 
siderable real dramatic ability, other acting com- 
panies, Danish more particularly, had a firm hold 
upon the sympathies of dramatically-interested 
circles. 

It was the world-renowned violinist, Ole Bull, 
who, in the middle of last century gave the im- 
pulse to the erection of the first Norwegian theatre 
in Bergen. With his warm enthusiasm and enter- 
prising energy. Bull succeeded — in the face of 
great and strenuous opposition — in realising his 
plan, and on the 2nd January, 1850, the "Norwegian 
Theatre in Bergen" opened its doors. Notwith- 
standing the national movement that at that time 
passed through the country, this attempt at a the- 
atre had but a brief existence; and in 1863 the 
theatre had to cease operations. Among the stage 
managers of that period were Henrik Ibsen (1851 
— 1857) and Bjornstjerne Bjornson (1857 — 1859), 
who both, during this time, wrote several of their 
subsequently famous works. Several of Ibsen's 
works were actually written for performance at the 
theatre in Bergen. Among the actors of this the- 
atre may be mentioned Johannes Brun and his 
gifted wife, and Lucie Wolff. 
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After the' closing of the theatre, the travelling 
companies — chiefly Danish but also some Swedish 
— once more reigned supreme on the Bergen 
stage up to the year 1876, when another endeavour 
was made to realise a plan for the founding of a 
Norwegian theatre. The National Theatre gave 
its first performance on the 25th October, 1876. 
For several years previously a fierce "theatre 
conflict" had been raging both in the press 
and in private circles, occasioned by a series 
of articles by the present director of the 
Museum, Johan Bogh, published in the papery 
"Bergenposten", in 1872. These articles gave the 
impulse to the foundation of the Bergen Theatrical 
Union. This society is still in existence, and is 
the real proprietor of the theatre. It numbers at 
present about 250 members, who, at the annual 
general meetings, elect the directors and committee 
of the theatre, pass the accounts, etc. The Bergen 
National Theatre is thus a private institution that 
has never been supported by the State. On the 
other hand, of late years the corporation of Bergen, 
and for a number of years past, institutions such 
as the "Samlag" and the Savings Bank, have an- 
nually contributed towards the expenses of the 
theatre. At the present time these contributions 
amount to 12,000 kr. per annum. In future there 
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will be an . additional annual donation of 5000 kr. 
from the King. 

It will easily be understood that these donations 
have not been sufficient to ensure the economic 
existence of the theatre, when the fact of its posi- 
tion as a national stage, and the obligation this 
imposes, are taken into consideration. The yearly 
budget has therefore frequently shown a deficit, 
but the Bergen people's affection for their theatre 
has nevertheless always, during the 30 years that 
have passed, found means of removing the most 
pressing difficulties, so that since its reopening in 
1876, the theatre has been able to continue its 
labours without interruption. 

The Theatre in Bergen has played a great 
and successful part in the history of Norwe- 
gian scenic art, and therefore deserves the endear- 
ing epithet so frequently applied to it of "the Nor- 
wegian mother-theatre". It is there, for instance, 
that most of the actors whose names have become 
famous in the Norwegian theatrical world, have 
entered upon their professional career; and a con- 
staint stream of talented actors has passed from 
Bergen to Kristiania. This circumstance, it is 
needless to say, has also often enhanced the dif- 
ficulties of the work at the Bergen theatre. All 
the more to its credit is it therefore that the the- 

12 
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atre has always, by its earnest and strenuous la^ 
hours, although with generally young and untried 
forces, succeeded in keeping aUve the interest of 
the public. Among the Uving actors and actresses 
who at one time have acted in Bergen, we will 
here only mention Johanne Dybwad, Didi Heiberg, 
Fredrik Garmann, Bernt Johannessen, Halfdan 
Christensen and Egil Eide. 

Bergen's national theatre has always had its 
abode in hired premises in the Dramatic Company's 
theatre in Engen. A consequence of its develop- 
ment has of course been that that building no 
longer fulfils the requirements of a modern theatre. 
Some years ago therefore, a private committee be- 
gan to collect subscriptions towards a new theatre. 
For this purpose a sum of about 600,000 kr. is 
required, of which about 400,000 kr. has already 
been subscribed. In the hope of being able, before 
long, to obtain the remaining 200,000 kr., the 
building was begun in May, 1906. The foundation 
stone was laid by Ejing Haakon during his visit 
here in July, 1906. It is expected that the buil- 
ding will be completed in the course of 2 years. 
It is situated in the large open square called Engen, 
where it will be both central, beautiful and com- 
manding. The plans for the building were made 
by the architect Einar Schou, and are universally 
considered to be excellent. (See the illustrations). 
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The company consists of 13 ladies and 12 gentle- 
men. The theatre season is from the end of 
August to the end of June. Performances are 
given every Monday, Wednesday (generally given 
as subscription performance), Friday and Sunday 
(first-night evening), always at 7.30 p. m. A visit 
to the Bergen theatre will always repay the visitor, 
and should not be omitted. On Sundays at 5 p. m. 
during the months October to April, popular con- 
certs are also given at popular prices, with orchest- 
ral and solo music, little operettas, etc. Tickets 
for the various performances may be ordered in 
advance at Beyer's bookshop (Strandgade 2, tele- 
phone 1035), and after 5 on the day of perform- 
ance at the ticket-office of the theatre (telephone 
271). 

Besides the National Theatre, there is the 
"Eldorado Theatre" (Olaf Kyrres gade 28), where 
performances are given every night throughout the 
year. The programme consists of local reviews, 
light songs and tiberbrettl. The theatre is also 
let to travelling companies. 



HOTELS AND RESTAURANTS.! 



Our hotels, with one exception, are all in thd 
centre of the town, looking on to, or in the i 
mediate neighbourhood of, the park, Se^'eral 
them front Lungegaard Water, Ulrikken, and th^ 
open Bergen valley, so that fi'om the windows anr 
balconies of the hotel, there is a splendid view of 
typical west-country scenery. We recommend 
the traveller to put up at one of the followiuf 



■ Hotel Norire; Albert Patterson, proprietor. 
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The hotel has this year been enlarged, and is 
now the largest in the town. Paces the market- 
place, Ole Bull's Square and the town park. It 
contains 90 bed-rooms with 150 beds. Single room 
from 2 kr. to 10 kr., double room from 4 kr. to 
15 kr. There are also 2 smoking-rooms, 2 drawing- 
rooms, 1 ladies' drawing-room, 3 dining-rooms, one 
of which is in old Norwegian style with fire-place, 
a large winter-garden, 2 bath-rooms on each floor, 
lift, electric light, central heating, and telephone 
in every room. A large, tastefully decorated bodega 
and restaurant, where meals a-la-carte may be had 
all day. Breakfast IV2 kr. and 2 kr., supper 2 kr. 
dinner 2V2 and 3 kr. There are verandahs to the 
front rooms. 
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^^^^^^ Tlni cafe is near the town park looking over 
^^H^ the Lungegaard lakes. Ulrikken and the Bergen 
^^M valley. The building is in three storeys, of which ^^ 
^^H the i^rouud floor is the caf6, the first floor containiiig^^H 
^^H the dinini^'-room and a number of eleg-ant drawingi^^H 
^^H rooms adjoining, and the second the billiard-roomSk^^H 
^^H There is a large garden belonging to the caf6,^^H 
^^H where a good orchestra plays ou summer evemDgH,^^H 
^^H The caf^ has a good name, and the \isitor iS'^^f 
^^H well served in every respect. ^^H 
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The hotel faces the park and Little Lungegaard 
Water. It has 50 rooms with' 70 beds, central 
heating, lift, bath-room on every floor, 2 dining- 
rooms seatiQg 110 persons, smoking-room, ladies' 
drawing-room and public drawing-room. Meals 
served i-la-carte in the cafe and the dining-room 
of the hotel all day. Electric light throughout; 
telephone in every room. 



Hoidt'a Hotel; Jacob Skogon, proprietor. 
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The hotel faces Engen and the market-place, 
with a view over the towD park, Lungegaard Water 
and Ulrikken. It is the oldest hotel in the town, 
and contains 80 rooms with 110 beds, bath-rooms, 
drawing-rooms, smoking-rooms, large balcony with 
plants, caf6 and restanrant, and electric light 
throughout. 

Terms. 

Single room from 2 to 7 kr. 

Breakfast I'/i and 2 kr. 

Snpper 2 kr. 

Dinner 3 kr. 

Hot bath 1 kr. 

Cold - 75 ere. 



^^^v 


Hotel L^ Cafe Boulevard, ^^M 
the town park, Carl BischofT, proprietor.^^^f 




BL 4 ^^jfl 
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^H It b 
^^^M a 
^^H evening: 
^H all day 
^^H Sole pu 

^^H the stve 


IS a splendid cafe and concert ha 
Ti orchestra plays every aftern 
In the eaf^ meals are served 
and several sorts of beer are 
Teyors of Nttmberg-er Sieeheu be 
hotel contains comfortable room 
t and with balconies, and a separate 


oon ao^^^H 
-la-cart^^l 
OQ tap^^^l 

aU ti^^l 
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compartment in each room. Single room from 2V2 kr., 
double room from 4 kr. Breakfast and supper 1 V2 
and 2 kr., dinner 2 and 3 kr., both in the dining- 
room and the cafe. Large billiard-room with 6 
tables. 

Electric light, central heating. 

Telephone in the rooms* 



Hotel Coiifinental, 3 Raadstupladst 
John Walter, proprietor. 
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The hotel has 30 rooms with 40 beds, a dining- 
room to seat 100 persons, bath-room, billiard-room, 
and an excellent 

automatic cafe. 

Single room from IV3 to 2V2 kr., double room 
from 3 to 5 kr., breakfast and supper kr. 1.25, 
dinner 2 kr. Electric light throughout. 



Smeby's Hotel; Ulrik Sehamaun, proprietor. 

In 107, 118 and 120 Strandgaden, opposite Ny- 

kirken, and near the landing quays for steamers to 

Sogn, Nordfjord and Hardanger. 
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There is an uninterrupted view from the hotel, 
of Va^en and the town part of the fjord. The 
hotel contains 60 rooms with 100 beds, a dining- 
room to seat 60 persons, 2 bath-rooms, coffee-room, 
and the usual drawing-rooms. Single room from 



I'/j kr. to 3 kr., double room from 3 kr. to 6 kr. 
Breakfast iVa kr., supper 1"/* kr., dinner 2Vs kr. 




VIKW FliOM SMKEY'S HOTEL. 



The hotel contains 23 rooms with 35 beds,! 
a Qoiv dining-room to seat 40 persons, coft'i'e-room. 




Single room from 1'/; to 4 kr., double room fron 
3 kr. to (i kr. Breakfast and supper I'/s kr., dirmn 
2 kr. Electric light, bath-room, etc. 
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Hotel Victoria; M. Hansen, proprietor. 

The hotel faces the town park. It has 20 rooms 
with 30 beds, a dining-room to seat 60 persons, 
and coffee-room. Single room from 2 kr. to 3Va kr., 
double room from 3 to 6 kr. Breakfast iVa to 2 kr., 
supper I'/a kr., dinner 2 kr. and 3 kr. Electric 
light throughout. 



Bellevne, Fjeldvcien; H. Jernstrem, proprietor. 




There is a beautiful view from Bellevue of 
the town and surrounding country from Nordaas 
Lake on the one side, over the town park of the 
fjord to the distant islands whose soft outlines 
bound the view on the other side. 
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The establishment has a large caf6, which is 
entirely surrounded by a glass-enclosed verandah, 
whence there is an uninterrupted view on all sides. 
There are also a number of small rooms for pri- 
vate parties, and a good skittle-alley. Every atten- 
tion given. Good cuisine. 



FIflistuen; Joh. Johnsen, proprietor. 




There is no doubt that Fleistueii is the pet of 
Bergen. It is owned by the Bergen tree-planting 
association, and contains one large room with a 
fireplace and a nnmber of smaller rooms. Outside 
there is a wide terrace, whence there is an unin- 
terrupted view on all sides. There is do liner 
place for a view anywhere near Bergen. It is so 
high that you see for miles round, and yet not 
so high that you lose the details in a dim mist. 
And then there is the pure mount^n air. 



^^^H Get up rather early in the morning and go u] 
^^H Take your brealifast out on the teirace at FleiH 
^^^1 and thou a quiet walk to Blaamandeo ; dine at Fleitt 
^^^^ liave the fire lighted and doze beside it with 
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^^^H VIEW FROM FLeiEN. 

^^H cigar and a cup of coffee; and then later in th 
^^^V afternoon, go over the ridge and down pastijtar^ 
^^H^ fossen to Bellevue, have supper there and see tl| 
^^^B sunset from the verandah, and finally go down F(^ 
^^^B skjennelsen when the street-lamps aro lighted. Tbt 
^^^1 will have been a day that you will not easily forge 
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Hotel Birkeliind. 




Outside Berg'en, in the neighbourhood of Fan. 
pft church at Fane, three quarters of an hour's 
irive from the town, stands the hotel and restaurant, 
^rkolund. The situation is enchanting, with a 
feew- of Nordaas Tjake and Hop, whicli is un- 
pnalled anywhere about Bergen; and the place is 
■uch resorted to, both by the townspeople and by 
irangers. 

The hotel has 18 beds, a dining-room to seat 

I persons, and several drawing-rooms. There are 

terandahs to the rooms. Conveyances are obtain- 

^le. The hotel and I'estaurant are in separate 

ngs. The dhffee-room can seat 40 persons. 
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The name Birkelund will be found mentioned in 
connection with our most beautiful excursions. 

Travellers who are alive to the peculiar beauty 
of the Bergen valley, and wish to obtain a lasting 
impression of its scenery, ought to stay a couple 
of days at Birkelund, and make excursions from it. 



At all these hotels reduced terms may be ar- 
ranged for after a stay of eight days. 



"Den gode hensigt", Engen. 
This is the Bergen club, where there is a res- 
taurant, billiard-room, double skittle-alley, card- 
room, chess-room, and a reading-room in which 
will be found the newest books in all languages, 
and the largest Norwegian and foreign newspapers. 
With the introduction of a member, any visitor may 
obtain free admission to the club rooms for 8 days, 
after which the subscription is 3V2 kr. a month 
up to 5 months. There is a large, valuable library. 



BOARDING-HOUSES 

Mrs. Lina Beyer, in the Skipperforening; buil- 
ding in Vaagsalmenning, 




There are 21 rooms in the boarding-house, a 
dining-room to seat 40 persons, drawingroom, 
smoking-room, bath, central healing. 

Full board for one person, from 3 to 7 kr. per 
day. Reduced terms for a stay of more than 8 
days. Breajifast, l','s knones; supper 1 '/a kr. ; 
dinner 2 kr. 



Miss Ottilie Hansen, Torvet. 




There are 27 looius witli 45 beds, a iJining- 
room seating 40 persons, smoking'-room, drawinjr-d 
room, lift, central heating", electric light, tclephonffl^ 
and bath. Breakfast and supper, IVs kr. Dianerj 
2 kr. 

Reduction in charges after 8 days. The board-J 
ing-house is renowned for its exemplary manageJ 
ineot. 



OUR WALKS. 



BT O. W. FASTING. 



Not much time — you have only a short hour 
to spare in the early morning." It is sunny, and 
there is a fresh breeze from the north-west. Then 
go into Nordnses Park! There you have a splen- 
did view over the town part of the fjord — 
dancing, white-crested waves, ships coming and 
going, shining sails and thousands of boats, in- 
vigorating air from the salt sea dashing up about 
the islands faintly outlined in the blue distance. 

Or you have a little time in the middle of the 
day. Then go into the town park, and sit down 
beside one of the old ladies quietly working on the 
benches and dreaming the old dreams over again, 
the old dreams — "Once upon a time*'. Look 
across Lungegaard Water and up through the 
glistening Bergen Valley, sheltered by Ulrikken's 
broad bosom on the east, and Lovstakken's deli- 
cately undulating summits on the west. At one 
o'clock the military band comes, and with it crowds 
of people who flit about as gaily as the mountain 
trout in the brook. 
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In the evening, when the red sun sinks into 
the sea, and the mountains glow with flaming co- 
lours, go into Nygaard Park and listen to the song 
of the birds. There is a stillness there, a peace, 
as if the world were shut out. The little ponds 
peep out from behind the sheltering bushes like 
the timid eyes of a child. You hear the plashing 
of the fountains and the noise of the wind in the 
trees. And such a scent of flowers is wafted to 
you, of newly-mown hay, of sun and sea, that you 
can scarcely breathe. 

No other town in Norway has such a number 
of country walks through such varied scenery. We 
will mention the principal ones. 

1. Up Kalfaret, the villa neighbourhood of 
Bergen, to Svartediget and up through Isdalen 
Here no one would imagine that he was close to 
a large town. You might be in the heart of the 
mountains. The lake lies gloomily brooding over 
hard fates, and the mountains stand close and 
threatening, with their sides covered with rock 
and stone; all is desolate and lifeless. 

2. Up to Skansen, along Fjeldveien to 
Bellevue, and back to the town by way of For- 
sk,J0nnelsen. From the mountain road there is an 
extensive view of Bergen and the surrounding 
country. You can see past Fjosanger to the Nord- 
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aas Lake, etc. in one direction; and if you turn 
round, you have the town part of the fjord with 
all its pretty islands. In the evening the changes 
of colour are generally beautiful. You should stop 
at Bellevue, have supper there, and not go back 
until the town lamps are lighted. You will not 
regret having seen the sun set from Bellevue; and' 
on a dark evening Bergen, seen from up there, 
looks like a magnificent piece of jewellery set with 
all kinds of sparkling stones. 

3. Up Kalfaret, round Aarstad, down to 
Mollendal, round Lungegaard Water, over Nygaard 
Bridge, through the park back to the town. 

4. Crossing Nygaard Bridge, out by the Dams- 
gaard Road along Pudde Fjord, and back to Ber- 
gen by the ferry. You should not turn back too 
soon. By taking the road out towards Gravdal, 
you get a beautiful view from the heights over 
the town part of the ft'ord and Nordnaes Point. 
The German emperor, it is said, admires this view, 
and it must be admitted that he knows how to see. 

5. By the electric tram to Sandviken, on to 
Hellen, and back by one of the small steamers 
that run to Sandviken. 

6. By rail to Fjosanger, walk past Fantoft 
church to Birkelund, where you should stop and 
have supper. From Birkelund there is a fine view 

14 
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of Nordaas Lake. Morning and evening the hills 
resound with the song of birds, and the whole 
valley joins in the rich harmonies. 

7. By rail to Hop, whence you can choose 
one or other of the roads leading to Nordaas Lake, 
upon whose shore stand numerous villas, among 
them Edvard Grieg's "Troldhaugen". The scenery 
at Hop is exceedingly fine and characteristic — 
not altogether of a Norwegian type, but rather 
with touches of Danish and Swedish character. 
From Hop you can take the road part of the way 
to Fj0sanger, and turn off towards Birkelund, if 
you want refreshments of any kind. 

8. By rail to Nesttun, where you will enjoy 
going a little way up the various roads, towards 
Skjold, or up Valleheien, or along the Heldal 
Road. On the last-named you should turn off at 
the old bridge, and go to the right towards the 
Myrdal Lake, and on up to Stigne Lake, where 
you find real mountain scenery. 

There are still a number of roads that all lead 
to Rome, but it would be impossible to reckon 
them all up. We must therefore content ourselves 
with having picked out those named above, as the 
roads which run through the most characteristic 
scenery. 
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OUR MOUNTAIN EXPEDITIONS. 

BY O. W. FASTING. 

Over Floifjeldet to Blaamanden. 

There is a driving-road to Floien and a little 
farther over the mountain towards Blaamanden, 
where a footpath turns off up to that hill. But 
do not go that way. Go up by Bellevue along 
Starefossen, round Skomagerdiget, then turn to the 
right past South Blaamand Lake, and up to Blaa- 
manden. Or go up Skraedder Valley past the little 
lakes, until you come to North Blaamand Lake, 
turn off round the upper side of the lake, and go 
straight up to Blaamanden, which is then reached 
at the outlet of the Tinde Lake. The return 
journey should be made by the road to Fl0ien. 

The height of Blaamanden above the sea is 
2020 feet, that of the Fl0i Mountain 1066 feet. 

One peculiarity of Floien is that it does not 
matter what time of day you choose for your visit. 
I think, however, that the greatest pleasure is to 
be got by dining up there, taking a rest afterwards 
on the terrace with a good cup of coffee — it is 
good there, I may remark — , and then taking short 
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walks about the mountain in the afternoon. The 
descent may be made by the driving-road, or, if 
preferred, past Starefossen to Bellevue, and on. 

Over Munkebotnen, Sandvigsfjeldet, and 

down Skraedderdalen. 

You take the electric tram to Sandvigen, and 
go by the zig-zag road towards Eidsvaag until you 
reach the top, when you turn to the right along 
the road into the mountains. When there, you 
keep along by the mountain, past Stemmevand, 
until you come to Skrsedderdalen, where you 
either go down or go on to Floien. 

In both these expeditions, you have ample 
opportunity of seeing how the young forest is 
springing up. When I used to go shooting there, 
there was not a bush to be seen ; and now you go 
through a forest. All honour be to Ole Irgens 
and all who have supported him in this matter! 

Ulrikken. 

The best expedition, but also the longest, is to 
be had by going into the Is Valley, taking the 
road to Tarlebe Lake, then turning off to the right 
and ascending to the Langelid Lake, and, after 
skirting this to its end, going up to the top. * You 
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then have the mountain plateau before you until 
you descend at Landaas. If it is fine weather, 
real mountain fine weather, what a splendid ex- 
pedition it is! Summer or winter, spring or au- 
tumn, always equally beautiful. Personally, I pre- 
fer the spring when the frozen surface is so hard 
that you can dance upon' it. There is no difficulty 
in breathing then on the mountains. Ah, how 
light the air is! 

The top of Ulrikken is gained most easily by 
way of Landaas. From it you can see for miles 
round, and far, far out to the farthest islands. 

The height of Ulrikken above the sea is 
2138 feet. 

L0vstakken. 

You take the tram to Nygaardsbroen go 
through Solheimsviken, and turn to the right up 
the road to Loberg's place, whence you go by a 
broad foot-path through the plantation, where the 
trees are now almost full-grown, and on across 
bare heath to the top. The height of Levstakken 
above sea-level is 1558 feet. In my own opinion, 
the view from Levstakken is the finest. 

You must go back the same way, unless you 
continue along the ridge towards Fj0sanger, go 
down past Nygaard and take the train from Fj0s- 
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anger back to Bergen. This I would recommend: 
the descent is easy, even for unpractised ladies. 

In both the Ulrikken and the Levstakken ex- 
cursions, it is advisable to take a few sandwiches 
and a bottle of beer in your pocket, or a bottle 
of seltzer water with a Uttle fruit-juice in it; and 
if you smoke, don't forget your pipe. You do not 
know what enjoyment there can be in a pipe, 
until you have lain down in the heather behind a 
sheltering rock, with a glorious view all round you. 
And you need not be afraid of taking a nap either, 
for there are no such things as colds in the moun- 
tains, unless you are an utter weakling. 

Gulfjeldet. 

This excursion is long and rather difficult. You 
take the train to Trengereid, where you should 
arrange for a guide to meet you. The summit is 
at a height of 3230 feet above the sea. The 
descent may be made to Haukeland railway-station, 
or by way of Livarden and Totland to Nesttun. 
You must reckon on its taking a whole day, and 
take a good supply of eatables. None but prac- 
tised climbers should attempt this ascent; but to 
them, a day such as it will give, will be a never- 
to-be-forgotten memory. 
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Lyderhorn. 

Go to Gravdal, along the right border of Grav- 
dal Lake and ascend. The summit is at a height 
of 1300 feet above the sea. Splendid view on all 
sides. Do not forget eatables! 



OUR DRIVES. 

BY O. W. PASTING. 

1. By the Fsestningskai, Sandvigen, Fjeld- 

veien to Fleien. 

Start about 12. 

The road passes the Walkendorf Tower, Haa- 
kon's Hall, the new royal mansion, along the steamer 
quay to Sandvigen, up the zig-zag to Fjeldveien, 
along it until the zig-zag up to Fl0ien begins. 
Dine at Floien. Later in the afternoon, a walk 
should be taken inland among the mountains, where 
the plantations may be seen, and the fields that 
have been cleared and cultivated by the landlord 
of Fl0ien. The drive down should be by the 
Fjeldvei to Bellevue, where supper may be taken, 
and on by way of Forskjonnelsen home. At each 
turn of the road there is a splendid view either up 
the Bergen valley, or over the fjord. This is the 
finest drive we have. 

2. By Fj0sanger, Birkelund, Aarstad, and 
Bellevue, and back either by Fjeldveien 

or Forskjonnelsen. 

Start about 12, dine at Birkelund, visit Fantoft 
Church, drive on to Bellevue, where you may have 
tea, and home. 
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3. Over Strem Bridge, along the Lakse- 
vaag Road, past Stremmene, along the 
Nordaas Lake to Birbelnnd, and back by 

Kalfaret. 
Start about 4 p. m. From Laksevaag Height 
there is a splendid view over the town part of 




AT BIRKELUND, 

the fjord and Nordnaes on the one side and Fyl- 
llng Valley on the other. The road runs past 
some glittering lakes, through a richly cultivated 
valley to Strommene Cafe, where tea may be had. 
It then skirts the Nordaas Lake with its numerous 
islands, passes pretty villas — the prime minister, 
Michelsen, owns one of them — on to Birkelund, 



218 

where a visit is paid to Fantoft Church and thence 
returns to Bergen through the villa suburb. 

4. Through Nesttun, Raadalen, past Stend 
Agricultural College, round Kaland Lake, 
over the Valle heath back to Nesttun and 

home. 

This excursion is best suited for a morning 
one. The road runs past Apelthun Lake, through 
the Agiicultural College grounds and beautiful 
plantations, past Klokker Lake and the large and 
beautiful lake of Kaland, over Valle heath whence 
there is a splendid view all over the Nesttun Valley. 
From the Agricultural College there is a view of 
the broad sweep of the Fane Fjord. On the way- 
back you can call at Birkelund, where all kinds 
of refreshments are to be obtained. 

Fantoft Timber Church, 

was formerly the parish church of Fortun, a little 
valley at the head of the Sogne Fjord. It was 
bought in 1884 by Consul Gade, who had it re- 
moved to his place at Fantoft. 

The church was built about 1100, and belongs 
to the so-called Sogn type. 

It was rebuilt after the reformation, the original 



chancel being replaced by a new one, and a large 
square tower built in front of the westwall. When 




bought, its external passage, roof turret and shingle 
roofing were wanting. The only part of the 
original building now left is the nave and its 
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gable. The rest has been made to look as it is 
supposed the church must have appeared in its 
best period. The mural paintings, of which there 
are remains on the walls of the nave, are from 
post-reformation times, and the fittings are new. 

The church, which is perhaps the prettiest of 
our restored timber churches, stands on an excep- 
tionally beautiful site, and looks exceedingly pretty 
amidst its picturesque surroundings. 



OUR EXCURSIONS. 

BY O. W. FASTING. 

1. Kvamsskogen. 

This excursion can be made in one day, but 1 
hardly think any one would have the heart to rush 
through it so fast; it presents far too many beauties 
in all directions. 

You take the morning train to Trengereid, a 
journey of rather more than an hour. From Tren- 
gereid you drive through the mountains to Aadland 
Hotel in Samnanger, a distance of 11 kilometres. 
There is a rise of 1 in 12 in the first 5 kilometres, 
when the road reaches the highest point, 980 feet 
above sea-level. Thence it descends gradually, 
reaching the fjord again at Aadland Hotel. 

The hotel is beautifully situated, and consists 
of two buildings, containing together 22 rooms with 
30 beds, and a dining-room to seat 30 persons. 
The surrounding scenery is fine; on every side 
there is forest and sea, and the air is fresh and 
exhilarating. 

Prom Aadland the road runs along the fjord, 
without any hills to speak of, to Tysse Hotel, at 
a distance of 8 kilometres. 
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Tysse Hotel is also on the fjord. I 
rooms wiih 12 beds, and a dining-room to seatf 
persons. There is good ti'out-fishintf to be had 1 
the numerous lakes, and sea-fishing' in the fjordr" 
There is a post, telephone, and telegraph office. 




and steamers call there. There is salmon-fishing 
to be had, as the hotel owns about 2 kilometres 
of the Tysse salmon river. Some easy mountain 
ascents may be made from the hotel, among them 
being the 4200 feet high Kvitingen. From Tyase^^ 
Os railway sation can he reached by steamer, 
the train taken thence to Bergen. 

From Tysse the road is level as far as Jarla 
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(6 kilometres), whence it rises with a gradient of 
1 in 15 to the top of Brattefossen — a grand 
waterfall — and runs on level to Kvamshaug Hotel. 
This hotel, lying in the midst of wild mountains, 




T0KA8JELET. 



is beautifully situated close to a large lake in which 
there is fishing. 

The hotel has 27 rooms with 33 beds, and a 
dining-room to seat 70 persons. It is a posting- 
station and telephone office. The charges are 
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moderate, and there is good opportunity "for trdifl 
fishing both in lake and river. At a distanee i 
4 kilometres from the hotel, the highest point I 
the road, 14S5 feet above sea-level, is pasi 

From Langcvatii Fall — 22 kilometres frfl 




TOKAOJELRT. 



Tysse — the road descends to Tokag'jelet, t 
farm of Li, with a gradient of 1 in 15. This bit 
of road is perhaps the wildest and worst that we 
have in Norway. It is cut into the mountain, v 
a fearful precipice straight down to the river f 
far below. It makes you shudder to walk aim 
it, far more to drive. The 3 kilometres throiu 
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Tokagjelet alone cost about £ 4400, so it may be 
imagined what difflculties there were to be over- 
come. The distance from Kvamshaug to Norheim- 
sund is 20 kilometres, and thus the entire distance 
from Trengereid to Norheirasund is 51 kilometres. 




NOBEEIMSIIND. 



Norheimsond is on the Hardanger Fjord. The 
district is considered to be one of the pearls of 



Sandren's Hotel has 30 rooms with 56 beds, 
and a dining-room to seat 150 persons. There are 
plunge-baths and sea-bathing-, and a croquet-ground. 
Ttie terms for a single room are from 1 to 272 

15 
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krones, for a double room from 2 to 5 broneaj;! 
breakfast I'A krone, iliniier 2'/2, supper I'/a- Aftei 
a stay of 8 days, a reduction may be ma 
agreement. There are no less than 4 ditfercnt"* 
driving roads at Norhcimsuud, besides a number of 




foot-paths. There are good opportunities formounj 
tain climbing. Near the hotel is the splendid Sten! 
dal Fall, the peculiarity of which is that the r 
goes between the waterfall and the rock. Thed 
is a restaurant at the fall. Sandven's Hotel is oa| 
of the best and most comfortable in the counb' 
When ta this is added the wonderful view t 
splendid scenery, it is not strango if you find lo 
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difficult to leave again at once. But if you suc- 
ceed in tearing yourself away, you can be back in 
Bergen again 24 hours after setting out for Tren- 
gereid. 

This excursion through Kvamsskogen is one of 
the grandest to be had in the west of Norway. 
No traveller, be he Norwegian or foreigner, should 
omit to make it if it is possible to accomplish it. 

2. Solstrand. 

You take the train to Os, a couple of hours' 
journey from Bergen, and thence to Solstrand is a 
drive of 2V2 kilometres. 

Solstrand Hotel is situated on the Bjorne Fjord, 
a fjord renowned for its beauty. It is a large 
establishment, with wide corridors, broad staircases, 
a large hall with an open fireplace, a dining-room 
to seat 150 persons, a smoking-room with an open 
fireplace, a fine drawing-room, large bedrooms with 
wide beds and verandahs, accommodating in all 80 
persons. There is a tennis-court, croquet-ground, 
sea-baths, mud baths, pine-needle baths, and sitz 
baths. There is a large garden full of beautiful 
roses, and a number of secluded paths; and trout 
and sea fishing are to be had at pleasure. As re- 
gards the scenery, "I shall always remember my 
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Solstrand days as a melancholy dream. They will 
fill me with longing, and on dark nights when the 
old, painful thoughts arise and threaten to over- 
power me and make my life desolate, that dream 
will be my safeguard — sunshine on the glittering 
glaciers, sunshine on the dark forests, sunshine on 
the rippling waves and on the white strand — Sol- 
strand. The choir of birds has sung its evening 
hymn of praise into my soul, where it will ring for 
ever in all its splendid purity even in the darkness 
of the winter night, the sighing of the forest trees, 
and the rushing of the river; the winds of spring 
have filled me with these melodies of nature, and 
I shall always hear them; I only need to listen, 
listen, and night is filled with melody." 

No one will regret spending a couple of days 
at Solstrand Hotel. 



3. Ask. 

Any one walking or driving up at Fl0ien, 
Bellevue, on Fjeldveien or in Nordnses Park, will 
have noticed that the town part of the Qord is 
bounded by a peculiar piece of land, which follows 
the water in soft, undulating lines, and above seems 
to envelope itself and disappear in a wonderful 
blue haze, behind which the enchanted palace of 
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the fairy-tale lies and dreams. It is the island 
of Ask. 

A steamer is taken from Mure Quay to Ask 
(V4 hour). A twenty minutes' walk from the 
landing-stage brings you to the best point for a 
view, Dyrteigen, where fjord and wild mountains, 
large, calm lakes, and blue, fir-clad slopes, and in 
the far, far distance the open sea itself, present a 
panorama that has few equals. 

Near Dyrteigen stands Ask Hotel, containing 
33 rooms with 47 beds, and a dining-room to seat 
70. There is a large garden, in which a fine old 
beech dreams of days gone by. The terms are very 
moderate. For a stay of a month or more, full 
board may be had from 70 krones a month. 

From Ask Hotel there is a good road to Hop, 
where the other hotel of the island, Kongshaug Hotel, 
is built upon a hill, whence there is a wide, beauti- 
ful view. Kongshaug Hotel contains 27 rooms with 
40 beds, and a dining-room seating from 60 to 70 
persons. Moderate charges; for a stay of at least 
one month, 75 — 80 krones and upwards per month 
for full board. 

There is a road from 8trudshavn to Ask for a 
distance of about 10 kilometres along the water's 
edge. West of Ask, between Lien and Davanger, 
lies Dronningen, a place whence a view is to be 
obtained. 
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The woods round Ask lake and lower down 
are owned by the Norwegian State. There are great 
numbers of pretty paths running in all directions 
through the woods and along the water's side. 

The scenery on Ask Island itself very much 
resembles that of the east country ; but the environ- 
ments are true west country. Fjord and mountain, 
island and rock, and the salt sea itself — it is our 
own scenery, the fresh, grand, fairy-like scenery 
of the west country. 

Go out to Ask and live there for a time. 
Long, long after you have returned home, memories 
will live in your soul, and give you strength when 
there may come a time of which you say, I have 
no pleasure in it. 

4. Exingedalen. 

"A valley so hemmed in by mountains, that 
you have to lie upon your back if you want to 
see the sun." 

A steamer excursion round Osteroeri makes 
a delightful summer trip, and if you wish to see 
west country scenery, you should not neglect the 
opportunity. But if you do make this excursion, 
you should turn aside to Eidsland and drive for 
25 kilometres through one of the wildest and most 
beautiful valleys of the west of Norway. 
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"With heads upUfted right into the seventh 
heaven, these huge mountains on both sides, one 
above another, crush the river between them, until 
its only chance of reaching the flord is by breaking 
np, turning, thundering and dashing about so that 




!N EXINGE VALLEY 

the mountains tremble. The slopes of broken rock 
beneath the overhanging cliffs are none too secure. 
A stone rolls down as a precursor, in great bounds, 
brings down a large fir, strikes the road, and car- 
ries a quantity of it into the river, sending a cloud 
of spray high into the air. It is followed by 
several blocks of stone, which drag down every- 
thing with them, earth and stones, hats and cattle, 
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with a thunderintr roar, in one dreadful chaos, 
ling the valley and damming up the rivei 
water rises and rises, foaming and boiling, moEl 
and more threateidngly. And then the whole thijfl 
tfives way and is swept down the valley, makifl 
it tremble with fear.'' 




There is fall upon fall, all up the valley, 
one bigger than its predecessor, until above I 
where great Glnpen itself, about 330 feet ] 
is reached. 

There is no valley in these parts that for n 
grandeur can compare with Esingedalen. V^ 
hire a little steamer, leaving Bergen about 7 a. i 
by the OsterQord, g'o up the Esingedalen 




AT (L.Oi)ll SOU.ND. 
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Fosse, return by Serfjord, ai'riving at 
about 11 p. m. 

Take what foo(J you require from your hotelfl 
in Bergen. 




Godasund. 



Godosund Hotel is on little Good Island in till 
channel leading- to Hardanger, about 3 hours' 
from Bergen. The sceuery round the hotel is 
very fine. Almost land-locked channels alternate 
with open fjord. Near Good Island lie the Sol- 
straale (Sunbeam) Islands, which have been 
sented by their owner to our little crow 
Olav. 



I 
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A sunny day on the water, perfectly calm and 
so clear that you can see to a depth of many 
fathoms. You will not regret letting two or three 
days slip by out there among islands and rocks, 
where flocks of sea-birds have their home, and 
where both air and water are as salt as on the 
open sea. 

The owner of the hotel is Hr. G. GuUaksen. 
There are two main buildings, and in addition to 
these there are three villas in different parts of 
the island. The hotel contains 60 rooms with 100 
beds, and a dining-room to seat 120 persons. 
Terms for a single room, 1 to 2 krones a day, 
for a double room from 2 to 3 krones; breakfast, 
kr. 1.25, supper kr. 1.25, dinner 2 krones. Hot 
and cold baths, mud baths. 

Reduced terms for a stay of a month or more. 



\ 



AMONG ISLANDS AND ROCKS. 

BY O. W. FASTINO. 

The sea is sleeping its light, short, summer 
sleep. Along the rocks and islands its slumbering 
breast heaves as if with gently-drawn breaths that 
stir their seaweed laces. The herons sit upon the 
shore and stretch their long necks. The eider- 
duck dives and twists about, crying. Oho, oho ! The 
oyster-catcher whistles, rises and flies lazily across 
the channel. The gulls flock together in the crevices 
and clefts, and look like little snowdrifts. And 
the boats glide noiselessly over the blue-green deep, 
in which creeps and crawls every imaginable abo- 
mination, until they are some day washed up on 
to the beach, where they lie in all their sliminess, 
and whisper of corpses. 

When the stranger ^isits Bergen, he should 
not omit to make an excursion out to the rocks, 
and spend a day among the islands where the 
channels are almost land-locked. He can fish, 
bathe and dream ; and he will go home in a strange 
mood caught from the strangely beautiful scenery. 



239 

''In the dark winter evenings I sit gazing into the 
embers where I see the blue water far, far out 
among the rocks between rugged, sea-lashed, salt 
mountains, over which sails a solitary gull on wide- 
spread, motionless wings, and greets the thunder 
of the breakers with the wild longing cry of the 
sea-bird." 



ADVERTISEMENTS. 
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Bakers: 



DITLEF MARTENS N. S. — BERGEN. 

Machine-Bakery, Confectionery. 

Telephones 130 & 2660. 



Banks 



BERGENS PRIVATBANK — Bergen. 

2 Market Place 2. — Established 1855. 
Capital 2 Millions Kroners. Reserves Kr. 2,175,000. 
Money Exchange. Letters of Credit. 
General Banking Business. 



Booksellers : 

ED. B. GIERTSEN, Bergen, Strandgaden 33. 
Largest Stock of: 

Travelling Guide-books & Maps. 
Picture-portfolios, View-cards. 
Albums for Amateur-photos, 
Books etc. 



Breweries: 

HANSA BREWERY 

was awarded Grand Prix for its Beer on the Paris 

Exposition 1900. 
Telephones: 197, 979 & 512. 



0. F. HALD'S BREWERY 

and Mineral-Water Factory 

— BERGEN — 

highly recommended. 



Ask for 

KRONVIKENS BREWERY'S Beer 

Telephones: The Brewery 339 
Store-rooms 253 
Private 2730 
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Coal Merchants: 

Telegr.addr.„Sars". EN6ELSEN & SARS. Teleph. 364 & 367. 

Petanebpyggen 2. Coal Merchants. Bergen, Norway. 

Yachts and Steamers supplied with best Steam Coals & Coke 

from barge or store at moderate prices. 

Nixon's navigation welsh coals always on hand. 



Furs; 



C. BRANDT. Strandgaden 51 b, Torvet 12. 



Furs, 



Pelzwaren, 

Fourrieres. 



CARL B. PROBST & CO. 

Furs, 

Pelzwaren, 

Fourrure. 



Starvhusgaden 1. 



Grocers & Wine Merchants: 

C. KROEPELIENS ENKE, Strandgaden 40— 43, Bergen, Norway. 

— Established 1780 — 

Groceries. Wines. Cigars. 

Leading Suppliers for Restaurants, Steamers, Men-of-war, 

Yachts etc. 
Please ask for Price-List ! 

Hotels! 

Hotel d'Angleterre, Bergen. (Cor. Raadhuspladsen (City- 
hall place) and Walkendorffstreet. Vis-a-vis the Fire-Brigade. 
Close to Post Office, Telegraph Otfice, City Park and Rail- 
way Station). Light, comfortable rooms. Electric light. 
Baths. Large new Dining-hall. Excellent kitchen. Choice 
wines. Moderate charges. 

E. Brekke, Proprietor. 



Hotel Boulevard, 

Carl Bischofp, 

Bergen. 
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Hotels : 

Hotel ^Continental's Bergen. First class Hotel. Beautifolly 
situated in the centre of the town close to Post & Telegraph 
Offices and Ball way Station. Well recommended. Very 
moderate Prices. Automatic Bestaurant. 

Bespectfully 
John Walter. 

HoldtS Hotel. First Class. Splendid Situation. Facing 
the Promenade. Excellent cuisine. Large Boof-Garden. 
Caf6 — Restaurant — k la. Carte. 



Hotel Metropole, 

A. SCHIBLDROP, 

Bergen. 

Hotel Norge, Bergen. 

— First Class — 
Restaurant. Bodega. Wintergarden. 

Albert Patterson. 

Smeby Hotel, Bergen. First Class. Only a few steps 
from the Fjord-steamers Landing-stage and Wilson Liner 
Pier. Most conveniently situated Hotel for English Travellers. 

Specially recommended. 

Aadlands Hotel, Samnanger. First Class. Good cuisine. 
Best station for Lunch on the heautifuli route Bergen — 
Trsengereid — Aadland — Norheimsund and Bergen — Tra?nger- 
eid — Aadland — Os — Bergen. Best Boarding-place for simi- 
mer guests. 

Hotel Birkelund, charmingly situated near the Fantoft 
Church, is recommended the travelling public. Lunch served 
from 12 — 3. Special Afternoon-tea. Excellent cuisine. 

First class Wines. 
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Hotels: 

GodBSUnds Hotel, wellknown for its beautifull situation. 
Splendid opportunity for Sea-baths. Moderate charges. 

G. GuLLAKSEN, Proprietor. 



Kvamshaug Hotel. Magnificent Situation, 1200 feet above 
sea level, 12 km. from Tysse, 20 km. from Norheimsund, 
Excellent trout fishinof and Starting-point for mountain trips 
vz. to "Fuglefjeld" and "Tveitekvitingen", and mountain 
route to "Hamlegro", Voss or to "Bakke" Strandebarm, etc. 
40 beds. Moderate charges. Telephone. 



Sandvens Hotel, Norheimsund, N. Sandven, Proprietor. 
Good quarters, 50 — 60 beds, telephone and post-office nearby. 
Steam-ship service daily. Moderate charges. 



Solstrand (Sunny Beach) Hotel & Bad, Os near Bergen. 
Magnificently situated, ovpvlookin? the extensive Bjernefjord 
the Folgefonn glacier. "Sunny Beach" is the lovliest and 
most convenient Seaside Resort near Bergen. Excellent 
cooking. H. Sylvester Jensen, Proprietor. 



Hotels & Boardinghouses 



Mme. LIna Beyers Hotel and Pension. 

Vaagsalmending. 
-^ Near the Post Office. 



International Union. Hotel & Pension. Ottilie Hansen. 

Torvet (Market-place) 12, cur. Walkendorffsgd. 1, Bergen. 
Norway. Electric lights thorough. Elevator. Home com- 
fort, quiet. — First class beds. — Excellent cuisine. 
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Jewelers: 

M. HAMMER. Strandgade 57, Bergen, Market-place 10. 
Manufacturing Gold & Silversmith. Speciality Filigree Jewellry . 
Maker of the noted Enamelled Spoons etc. etc. Transparent 
Enamelled objets of art. 

Wholesale & Retail. Export. Lai-^est collection of 
Norwegian Antiquities. Established 1811. 

Lawyers : 

KRISTEN FAYE & J0RGEN FAYE. 

Solicitors. 

Linen-drapers : 

SVENDSEN & Co. — Olaf Kyrres Gd. o, Bergen. 

Materiales for Hardanger Embroidery. 
A great variety in Patterns lent to Tourists by 
the week or month, from one Krone a piece. 



Livery-Stables : 

JOHAN CHRISTENSEN. First Class Livery Stables. 

Large assortements of all kinds of 
Carriages, Coaches, Dog-carts etc. Fine horses and 

reliable drivers. 
Gamle Nvgaardsvei 5. Telephone 854. 

Photograpliers Supplies: 

SIGURD WERN0E, 

14 0vre Torvet — Upper Market-place 14 
(at the Christie Statue) 
Photographers Supplies. 



Provisions: 



recommend : 

JOHN H ALV>FR "^^^ kinds of chandlers wares, 

Smoked Salmon - Reindeertongues 
Muren 12, Bergen. gggs • Butter - Cheese 

Kstablished 1870 Preserved Provision etc. 

Lobsters - Salmon - Halebut. 
Exportation of fresh Salmon in Ice. 



Provisions : 

Telephone 1204. Telegrams .,8andviks". 

SANDVtKS FEDEVAREKANDEL 

(Provision Store) Bergen. 

Game, Venison, Salmon, Lobster and Oysters. 
Rostsu rants : 

Bellevue. 1st Clnss Cafi^ & Bestaurant. Mo»t splendid 
Place of Excursion near Bergen. Grand View of Beigen and 
Environs. Only 10 Minuts from ths Electric Tramway Sta- 
tion, Kalfarei. Sheltered C.ardeu. Skittle Alley. Excellent 
Kitchen. Wine and Beer from tlie beat Firms. Don't omit 
to visit this wonderful! Place before leavina. 



Fleistuens Restaurant. 

Beautiful) Views. "P 
Comfortable Parlovu'^i. 



Grand Cafe and Restaurant, Ber^-en. One of the largest 
and best in Norway. Lii.vnrionsly fumislied and in the 
fa.sliionHble quarter near the large Hoteln and the Town Park. 
Electric Light. English and foi-eign newspapers. Dining- 
room on the 2nd tioor seating 150 people. Separate rooms 
with verandas for parlies. Billiards. Splendid i ' ' 



Moder, 



Slate -quariiea 



E charges 



Te. J El 
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Sporting Goods: 

L. H. HAGEN & C0.8 BRANCH — Smaastrandgaden 8. 

Telephone 755. 
Outfits for Anglers, Hunters, Sports-Men. 

Steam-ship Lines: 

Hardanger Sondhordiandske Steamship Co. Fast route 
from Bergen to Norheimsund, Eide, Lofthus, Odda e\ery 
Sun., Wen., Sat. at 8 a.m. Local route daily between Eide, 
Eidfjord, Ulvik, Odda. Postal line from Bergen to Hardanger 
Mon. 9 P.M., Thurs. 8 a.m. Sat. 1 pm. ; to Sondhordland 
Sun. 9 P.M.; Tues. 4 a.m., Thurs. 3V2 a.m., Sat. 2 p.m. ; to Stav- 
anger Tues. 4 a m. & 8 p.m. 

Nordre Bergenhus Amis Steamers sails from Bergen 

(Nykirkekaien) to Balestrand, Fjanrland, Gudvangen and 
Lserdal every Sunday at 7 p.m., Tuesday at 8 a.m., Wednes- 
day at 2 a.m., FridHy and Saturday at 8 a.m. Between the 
places mentioned daily service except Sundays. To Sandene 
(Gloppen) Visnes, Loen o^ Olden every Monday at 8 p.m., 
Thursday at 12 noon and Saturday at 10 p.m. Between 
the places local service daily. 

Tobacco Dealers: 

THEODOR JOHANNESSEN, 3 Olaf Kyrresgade 3 
Tobacconist. Bergen. 

Genuine Havana Cigars. Direct Import. All Sorts of 
Cigars, Tobaccos, Pipes, Matches, Meerschaum & Norwegian 
Pipes etc. 

Tourist Offices: 

To travel without money 

being carried along is obtained by using F. Beyer'« 
Travelling Tickets and Hotel Coupons. 
F. BEYER'S TOURIST-BUREAU, 
Bergen — Christiania — Trondhjem — Siavanjfer. 

Wine merchants: 

Wine {Merchant — Direct Import. Cigars. Try "DoUera". 
12 ore each; 50 (V2 case) kr. 5. 

E. ELLINGSEN JR., Starvhusgade 3 
— Opposite Bennetts Tourist Office. — 
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